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OPEN SOURCE INFORMATION 
Ring of Fire 

  
Date Details/source 

29 Mar 12 "A lawyer who represents junior mining companies in disputes with First Nations says some exploration companies feel they're 
not being heard by their industry association.  Neal Smitheman said the Prospectors and Developers Association is trying, and 
sometimes failing, to represent both industry and First Nations.  Smitheman said that ignores the fact the two are often in conflict.  
Neal Smitheman, lawyer representing junior mining companies in disputes with First Nations.Neal Smitheman, lawyer 
representing junior mining companies in disputes with First Nations.  "Some people think that PDAC, by trying to accommodate 
both First Nations and the industry, finds itself in an unresolvable conflict from time to time," he said.  Smitheman was invited to 
speak to some junior mining companies who recently formed a group called Miners United. It held a confidential meeting during 
the Prospectors and Developers conference earlier this month.  "This is not some kind of full scale rebellion," Smitheman said. 
"But they feel there is a need to have an association that just represents the industry and doesn't represent both sides of the 
issues and the problems."  Those problems, in Smitheman's view, stem from a lack of clarity from government about what's 
expected from companies working on land claimed by First Nations.  "The thing that is of the most concern right now is that 
compensation is being demanded by First Nations from these junior exploration companies that are doing what they're entitled to 
do under the law," Smitheman said. "They're entitled to drill — it's a free entry system."  Stan Sudol agrees the rules around 
consultation need to be cleared up. The communications consultant and mining blogger also attended the inaugural meeting of 
Miners United.  "Obviously there is some conflict, people are getting frustrated," Sudol said. "I think the positive outcome of 
[Miners United] is perhaps to get some standardized rules between the junior exploration sector and the Aboriginal communities."  
But Sudol disagreed with Smitheman's assertion that conflict is inevitable between the two groups.  "Both groups of people need 
to align their interests," Sudol said. "The mining sector and the junior exploration groups have a wonderful opportunity to be able 
to alleviate poverty in Aboriginal communities so it's in everyone's best interest to work together." "  
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/story/2012/03/29/tby-miners-united.html 

 "MacDonald Mines Exploration Ltd. has received results of the IP/Resistivity Survey that was completed over the Company's 
primary nickel target on Butler 5 .... The Insight Geophysics survey results over Butler 5 have confirmed chargeability anomalies 
and resistivity structures associated with an interpreted embayment in a known ultramafic sequence. Embayment features in 
ultramafic rocks are known structural traps for Ni-sulphide mineralization, so the presence of an embayment feature with high 
conductivity and chargeability, coupled with the intersection of Ni-sulphides on strike, make this a high priority target with the 
potential to host significant magmatic Ni-sulphides .... Geological embayment features associated with mafic-ultramafic intrusive 
complexes or komaiitic flow sequences be they magmatic or structural in origin, are well known trap environments for the 
concentration of magmatic Ni-Cu-PGE sulphides. These features are generally manifested in the form of a bulbous-like protrusion 
along the basal contact zone of a mafic-ultramafic body. A drilled dunitic body on Butler 5 has a strike length of at least 4.4 km 
and an embayment like feature. Based on magnetic interpretation the northern basal portion of this 4.4 km long body has a 
pronounced embayment-like feature that protrudes approximately 150-200m deeper into the underlying footwall stratigraphy than 
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elsewhere along the base of the body and would appear to fit the criteria for an embayment .... Targeting of the above anomalies 
will be completed and they will be prioritized into the upcoming drill program. "The Insight IP survey continues to prove invaluable 
in identifying chargeable features beneath shallow conductive materials which resulted in numerous traditional time domain EM 
targets. The success of this technique in targeting Ni sulphides in the Ring of Fire has been demonstrated at Noront's Eagle's 
Nest and continues to add to MacDonald's exploration potential on the Butler property." - Quentin Yarie, Senior VP, Exploration 
...."  http://www.marketwire.com/press-release/macdonald-mines-receives-results-from-resistivity-ip-surveys-on-nickel-target-
adding-tsx-venture-bmk-1637630.htm 

 "The adjourned meeting of the shareholders of KWG Resources Inc. was concluded in Toronto yesterday.  The proposed 
resolution to amend the Company's Articles to provide shareholders with an ongoing option to consolidate each 50 of their 
common shares into one 50-vote share, re-convertible at any time into 50 single-vote shares, was passed by the majority of the 
minority ballot. In this ballot, all shares held by insiders who voted at the meeting were excluded and 215.3 million shares were 
voted for the resolution while 28.5 million shares were voted against.  However, the ballot requiring the approval of two-thirds of 
all shares voted at the meeting failed when 233.2 million shares were cast in favour but 140.3 million shares were voted against.  
The Company also advises that its Board of Directors has granted to its directors options to purchase a total of 7.1 million shares 
at a price of $0.10 each in the ensuing five years, under the provisions of the Company's Incentive Stock Option Plan ...."  
https://secure.marketwatch.com/story/kwg-shareholder-meeting-concluded-2012-03-29-92120 

 "Ontario has reached an agreement with Toronto-based junior mineral exploration company God's Lake Resources (GLR) to 
surrender its mining lease and claims near the Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI) First Nation.  In keeping with the agreement, 
GLR has surrendered its mining lease and claims, north of Red Lake in Northwestern Ontario. The lands are now subject to the 
Province's recent withdrawal from staking and mineral exploration in the area.  It was the ministry's goal to see KI and GLR work 
together to build a positive relationship. This settlement responds to KI's concerns, while allowing GLR to move forward with 
mineral exploration in other parts of the province in the future .... Ontario is responsible for managing Crown lands and the natural 
resources of the province. At the same time, Ontario is committed to meeting its constitutional obligations to Aboriginal peoples.  
Ontario will pay GLR $3.5 million in return for surrendering its lease and claims in the Red Lake area  ...."  
http://news.ontario.ca/mndmf/en/2012/03/ontario-reaches-agreement-with-gods-lake-resources.html 

28 Mar 12 "Yesterday, Ontario Finance Minister Dwight Duncan presented the provincial budget which was described as a five year plan to 
keep Ontario on track to balance the budget by 2017-18.  The budget proposes to reduce spending by $17.7 billion over the next 
three years while increasing revenues by $4.4 billion without raising taxes.  Ontario Regional Chief Toulouse indicated the 
provincial budget contained no new spending announcements targeted for the First Nations population but that it outlined specific 
priorities in several areas that are of concern to the First Nations in Ontario.  "Clearly the focus of this budget is on cost 
containment and finding ways to generate new revenue. The First Nations in this province understand the financial realities but 
we are disappointed that there was no new investment," stated Ontario Regional Chief Angus Toulouse.  The budget reiterated 
the province's priority to continue development in the Ring of Fire area of northern Ontario, and indicated that the federal 
government should fund First Nations education at parity with "per student provincial funding for elementary and secondary 
education" and that they are prepared to share their expertise should federal funds be provided.  The Regional Chief indicated 
that these announcements are not new and that the province has been clear that they view development in the Ring of Fire as a 
key economic driver for northern Ontario and Ontario as a whole.  "The First Nations in the Ring of Fire area remain firm; their 
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views must be respected, they expect to be fully involved in all activities relating to infrastructure and mine development from the 
beginning and  throughout the entire process. It is the First Nations that should benefit the most as it is their lands and waters that 
will be directly impacted when all is said and done.  In their haste to reap the benefits of these resource development activities, 
the government cannot forget that First Nations have Treaty rights and the right to free prior and informed consent with respect to 
what happens on their lands," said the Regional Chief ...."  http://www.newswire.ca/en/story/945695/ontario-regional-chief-
toulouse-responds-to-government-of-ontario-budget 
 
"The Ontario government has a “plan in place” to guide investment in the Ring of Fire, but is keeping the purse strings tight for 
now on any mining-related infrastructure spending.  A four-paragraph mention in the McGuinty government's 'austerity' budget of 
the massive mineral deposits in the James Bay lowlands provided no clarity on the government's plans to invest in any mining, 
transportation or community-related infrastructure.  The government acknowledged that Northern Ontario's economy will benefit 
from the more than 1,500 jobs created by the Ring of Fire, with plenty more being created in the service and supply sector.  
Budget documents say money will be set aside for transportation networks, hospital and post-secondary institution projects that 
will “maximize returns on investments.”  In a March visit to Thunder Bay, Premier Dalton McGuinty told local media that the 
province will spend $35 billion over three years on Ontario infrastructure. The Ring of Fire will get a sizeable share.  The 
government already made a pre-budget strike last week with its divestment announcement of the North Bay-headquartered 
Ontario Northland Transportation Commission. Government train service between Cochrane and Moosonee will be maintained, 
but the savings from the divestment of passenger rail, freight, rail car refurbishment and telecommunications will save $250 
million over three years ....  "  http://www.northernontariobusiness.com/Around-the-North/120326/Provincial-budget-offers-status-quo-for-Northern-
Ontario.aspx 
 
"Four short lines in the Ontario budget about the Ring of Fire isn’t enough for mining companies to hang their hats on, says the 
head of the Ontario Prospector’s Association.  “There wasn’t anything in there for us,” said Garry Clark, reacting to Tuesday’s 
much anticipated budget, which suggested the province has a plan for Ontario’s resource-rich north, one which a government 
officials said the Ministry of Northern Development and Mines is not prepared to release at this time.  “Right now we’re in ongoing 
discussions with Cliffs Natural Resources and it’s a multifaceted discussion because you can appreciate being in that area there’s 
a lot of moving parts,” said Adrian Kupesic spokesman for Mines Minister Rick Bartolucci, reached via phone.  “It’s something 
we’re in discussions with and it’s something we can’t really get into specifics on at this particular time. We’ve always had a plan in 
regards to the Ring of Fire and it is something we’re moving forward on. I don’t think it’s fair to put a timeline on it because the 
discussions will take as long as they have to. Cliffs has said publically they could have a mine in full production by 2015-2016. I 
think that’s an optimistic sign.”  Earlier this year, in a visit to Thunder Bay, Premier Dalton McGuinty confirmed the importance of 
the Ring of Fire to Ontario’s economic future and sustainability, which left Clark shaking his head after the budget announcement.  
“I would have thought there would have been a more solid commitment to it,” he said.  “There’s been a lot of planning since the 
premier’s mentioned it in his various speeches and something on the line of infrastructure, on the line of a commitment, even on 
training, would have been a good thing to see.”  Clark went on to say that industry is looking for answers on getting power to the 
mineral-rich deposit, located some 500 kilometres northwest of Thunder Bay, as well as a transportation piece to move equipment 
in and raw materials out of the three-decade or more lifespan of the Ring of Fire.  “The exploration business is doing well. We’ve 

http://www.newswire.ca/en/story/945695/ontario-regional-chief-
http://www.northernontariobusiness.com/Around-the-North/120326/Provincial-budget-offers-status-quo-for-Northern-


The Ring of Fire News blog shares public information in accordance with the Fair Dealing provisions (§29) of the Copyright Act, and is not responsible for the 
accuracy of the original material. Inclusion of material or sources here should not imply endorsement or otherwise by the Ring of Fire News blog. 

4 

got a lot people on the land, exploring. Commodity prices are up and you think it would be more of a solid piece in the economic 
redevelopment.”  Nishnawbe Aski Nation Deputy Grand Chief Terry Waboose wasn’t feeling too much kinder toward the province 
on Wednesday, equally disappointed the Ring of Fire appears to be playing such a minor role in the government’s plan moving 
forward.  Waboose said he understands Ontario is going through tough economic times, but First Nations issues have all but 
been ignored by the province.  Front and centre is the Ring of Fire, Waboose said.  “I was disappointed that I didn’t see any 
specifics in terms of strategic investments that they were willing to make in infrastructure, how they’re going to address the energy 
issue and how to access it as well. But more importantly, how are they going to invest resources into the First Nations so they can 
participate in their development of the Ring of Fire,” Waboose said.  “There should be specifics now, if it’s going to happen over 
the next couple of years.” "  http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/199482/Not-enough 

27 Mar 12 "Municipal leaders across the northwest will be watching today's Ontario budget very closely.  Thunder Bay Mayor Keith Hobbs 
said he hopes to hear news about government investment in the Ring of Fire.  "We want to see something on infrastructure, 
energy pricing, how road networks and the infrastructure for the Ring of Fire and other mining developments is going to roll out,” 
Hobbs said ...."  http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/story/2012/03/27/tby-northwest-budget-hopes.html 

 Ontario Budget 2012  ".... Proposed mine developments currently under consideration in the Ring of Fire are expected to create 
more than 1,500 permanent jobs ...." (pg. 3) 
 
 " .... Northern Ontario and the Ring of Fire -- Resource-based industries are a vital part of a strong northern economy.  The 
discovery of significant mineral deposits in the Ring of Fire, an area in Ontario’s Far North, presents major opportunities. The 
government has a plan in place to guide resulting investments and to help diversify the northern economy.  Northern Ontario will 
benefit from mining the mineral deposits in the Ring of Fire area, which will help create jobs and better position the northern 
economy and Aboriginal communities for future growth.  Proposed mine developments currently under consideration in the Ring 
of Fire are expected to create more than 1,500 permanent jobs once the mines are in full production. Additional jobs will be 
created in the mining service and supply sector.  The government is building partnerships with northern Ontarians, Aboriginal 
communities and industry to maximize the benefits and overcome challenges associated with developing the Ring of Fire.  In 
addition, the government is proposing legislation that would facilitate the implementation of a 1995 land claim settlement 
agreement by providing that certain lands held in trust for the Nipissing First Nation be deemed tax exempt under the Assessment 
Act." (pg. 42) 
 
".... The federal government should enhance its support for Ontario’s clean energy sector, the Ring of Fire and an east-west 
electricity transmission grid ...."  (pg. 207) 
 
".... Support for Clean Energy and the Ring of Fire -- Ontario is very proud of the work being done by Canadians in every province 
and territory across the country to strengthen the national economy.  Continued economic growth is important to all Canadians. In 
other provinces, the federal government supports the oil and gas industries and energy sector with investments in technological 
developments such as carbon capture and storage and through loan guarantees. Energy and growth opportunities exist in 
Ontario as well and also merit federal investment. Ontario has become a North American leader in clean energy — with 50,000 
jobs being created province-wide. Ontario also has an unparalleled opportunity to develop and mine the Ring of Fire, bringing 
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jobs and economic development to the north. (See Chapter I: Transforming Public Services for more details.)  Ontario is also 
encouraging the federal government to provide enhanced financial support and the appropriate regulatory environment for an 
eastwest transmission grid, including increasing Ontario’s interconnections, to allow for transmission of clean, emissions-free 
electricity across provincial jurisdictions. Greater regional integration of electricity grids would provide greater incentives for the 
development of new, larger-scale renewable projects ...."  (pg. 215)  
http://www.fin.gov.on.ca/en/budget/ontariobudgets/2012/papers_all.pdf 
 
".... When it comes to the Ring of Fire mining project, which provides the most promising job opportunities in the north, the 
Liberals are proposing legislation to ease the implementation of a land claim agreement by ensuring that certain lands held in 
trust for the Nipissing First Nation be deemed tax exempt."  http://ca.news.yahoo.com/ontario-delays-promised-cut-corporate-tax-
rates-merges-200610182.html 
 
"Some local officials were surprised the Ring of Fire was largely absent from Tuesday’s provincial budget.  In his speech, which 
went beyond the 28 minute mark, Ontario Finance Minister Dwight Duncan didn’t mention the potential multi-billion dollar money 
maker once. Thunder Bay Chamber of Commerce president Harold Wilson said he thought this was going to be the budget where 
the province outlined its plan, with dollar figures, on how to get the minerals shipped and power running in the Far North.  “That I 
thought would have been front and centre,” Wilson said. “We didn’t see any of that and that would have been great.”  Mayor Keith 
Hobbs was disappointed about the province’s Ring of Fire plan, a document he has yet to see.  “In infrastructure we’re waiting for 
a little more than what I see so far in the budget. The government says they have a plan in place for the Ring of Fire. We didn’t 
see any plan … I would really like to see specifics of that plan.  “The government says they have a plan. Well, show it to us, 
because municipalities in the Northwest in particular would like to see the plan and what the government has planned for 
infrastructure,” Hobbs said, “whether it’s roads, rail, etc. to bring that mining industry to the Northwest.”  But MPP Bill Mauro (Lib., 
Thunder Bay-Atikokan) said the plan shouldn’t be expected from a budget.  Mauro wanted to make it clear that the development 
is one of the province’s top priorities and that multiple ministries are working on the Ring of Fire and all Ontario mining activity all 
the time.  “This is an incredibly complex project. There are multiple pieces to it and while I understand some anxiety over the 
issue … those sorts of negotiations going on related to the Ring of Fire are not the type of issues that find themselves in a 
provincial budget,” he said .... "  http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/199298/Ring-of-Fire-missing 

 "On the sidelines of the mining industry’s massive annual conference in Toronto in early March, a group of disgruntled junior 
exploration companies held a private meeting.  Calling themselves Miners United, the ad-hoc group of about 60 small-firm 
executives shared concerns about the concessions and cash they say native bands expect from companies looking for minerals 
on Crown lands that are considered traditional aboriginal territory, where bands retain hunting and fishing rights. Scores of 
disputes between native groups and mining companies now end up in court.  A landmark 2004 Supreme Court of Canada 
decision said the Crown has a “duty to consult” native bands about development on Crown land that is considered part of a 
band’s traditional territory. Courts have allowed governments to delegate part of this duty to resource companies, many of whom 
then negotiate agreements with native groups.  But there is a growing backlash among junior miners about these agreements.  
“There’s a revolt taking place, frankly,” said Neal Smitheman, a lawyer with Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP who acts for junior 
mining firms in disputes with aboriginal groups and who spoke at the Toronto meeting. “What’s being asked of them has nothing 
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to do with consultation. It has everything to do with compensation.” .... “There’s a bunch of us in the industry happy that someone 
takes a hard-line stand. He may be taking too rigid a stand,” said Garry Clark, executive director of the Ontario Prospectors 
Association. He also attended the meeting of Miners United, which he said may end up as a subcommittee of the OPA.  Mr. Clark 
said the prices that native bands are charging for exploratory drilling keep rising and often top $100,000. Junior exploration firms, 
with no revenue, cannot afford such prices, he said.  In some cases, exploration companies are paying per drill hole, or per metre 
of drilling, Mr. Clark said, adding that the Ontario government doesn’t know how much cash is changing hands because the deals 
are usually confidential.  Mr. Clark favours consultations with native groups, to ensure drilling operations do not disrupt hunting 
season, for example; or, once a mine is being built, to ensure local people benefit from its operations.  While he believes Ontario’s 
new rules may ease the disputes, he is not sure they will stop the flow of cash to native groups at the exploration stage: “They 
have to understand that we can’t be held, more or less, to ransom to get on the land.” "  https://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-
on-business/industry-news/the-law-page/junior-mining-firms-in-revolt-over-native-deals/article2383041 

26 Mar 12 Kenora- Rainy River MPP Sarah Campbell:  "The Far North Act is a poor piece of legislation. It was done without consultation 
with northerners and when we voiced our concerns, the Liberals rammed it through anyway.  Among other things, the Act 
arbitrarily sets aside massive tracts of land and declares them off limits to development, imposes decisions on communities, and it 
fails to set the conditions necessary to bring jobs to our region.  This week, the Progressive Conservatives introduced a Private 
Member’s Bill which calls for the repeal of the Far North Act. I voted against this bill.  While the Far North Act is flawed, scrapping 
the Act without replacing it would needlessly delay development and the jobs that come with it.  While the Act fails in many areas, 
it does lay out a process for land-use planning that has already begun.  This planning process is an important step forward that 
should not be halted or delayed and that is why our region’s municipal organizations and First Nations have spoken out against 
the idea of simply repealing the Act without replacing it with something better.  Instead, what we need to do is fix the legislation 
through consultation with mining companies, municipalities, First Nations and other stakeholders.  Other jurisdictions, notably 
Quebec, have faced similar challenges of their own and have successfully implemented their Plan du Nord, which has led to 
significant economic growth in Northern Quebec.  That is why I tabled a motion this week calling on the government to replace the 
Far North Act with legislation that listens to and meets the needs of the north.  This plan would allow us to improve the parts of the 
Act that will allow mining and other development to proceed, while allowing us to eliminate the provisions we do not agree with.  
Simply scrapping the Act without replacing it would lead to unnecessary delays or prevent development from happening until a 
clear process is re-established.  It’s very important that we get the legislation right and correct it quickly. We need to turn our 
attention to building the infrastructure that we will need in place to take advantage of the Ring of Fire, including first determining 
where the access corridor will be located and then getting construction underway as quickly as possible.  The Ring of Fire has the 
potential to revitalize our northern economy but in order for that to happen we need good legislation in place. It is my firm belief 
that by working together with all stakeholders, we can develop our own Plan du Nord in Northwestern Ontario and enjoy the 
economic prosperity that will come along with it."  http://www.tbnewswatch.com/opinion/Default.aspx?cid=198911 

 "A dispute is brewing between two mining companies in the Ring of Fire over a proposed road.  KWG Resources said Cliffs 
Natural Resources has applied to the government for an easement for a road under the Public Lands Act. But KWG said the 
biggest part of the easement would overlap its own mining claims. The road would be a transportation corridor for the minerals — 
chromite in particular — that would be mined in the James Bay lowlands.  KWG noted it has first claim on the surface rights as 
well and has opposed Cliffs’ application.  The matter is now in the hands of the Mining Commissioner."  
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http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/story/2012/03/26/tby-ring-of-fire-dispute.html 
 "Aboriginal youth in northwestern Ontario are getting a head-start on training opportunities in the mining industry.  Oshki-

Pimanche-O-Win Education and Training Institute is receiving more than $700,000 from Ottawa and Human Resources and Skills 
Development Canada to inform and steer young people in the 16-to-29 age range toward careers in the minerals sector.  A 
project called Learning 2 Mine will provide training and work experiences in the industry for Aboriginal youth in Northern Ontario. 
The project will focus on increasing “mining literacy” and training them in essential skills.  Gordon Kakegamic, Oshki-Pimanche-O-
Win's e-learning coordinator, said the first part of this two-phase project is a sort of Mining 101 course, giving young people some 
fundamental knowledge of this industry sector .... Kakegamic said the project is targeting 100 youth, split between 40 online and 
60 through the community-based approach.  Webequie First Nation is the first community to take part.  Located 540 kilometres 
north of Thunder Bay, the remote and growing Ojibway community is the closest settlement to the emerging Ring of Fire chromite 
exploration camp.  The Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) chiefs recognize the enormous job potential this series of future mine 
developments can create for generations of First Nation young people.  “When you talk about the mining industry everything is so 
dispersed and far-reaching with (corporate) offices, regional offices, camps, mining sites, and for youth on-reserve, they have no 
front office (to learn about the industry).” said Kakegamic."  
http://www.northernontariobusiness.com/DisplayArticle.aspx?id=22443 

 "Queen's Park has alternatives to selling off the 106-year-old Ontario Northland Railway and killing jobs and negatively impacting 
thousands of lives in Northern Ontario, says the head of Teamsters Canada Rail Conference Maintenance of Way Employees, 
which represents 200 ONR workers.  "There is a lot that can be done to make the ONR more efficient instead of the government 
simply washing its hands of a railway that has been an integral part of the fabric of life in Northern Ontario for more than a century 
and an essential service to many communities," says William Brehl, president of the union representing maintenance workers. "In 
the end, this is not only about a balance sheet; this is about the quality of life for tens of thousands of Northern Ontario families. 
We hope this is not some political game risking something so important to the North, simply to buy votes for tomorrow's provincial 
budget." .... Brehl says the government has not given ONR President Paul Goulet enough time or enough support to make the 
railway more efficient.  "For one thing, Queen's Park can stick to its own legislation and require all the refining from the so-called 
'Ring of Fire' be done in Ontario because the ONR would be a vital link in transporting the minerals and this would help its 
balance sheet," Brehl says.  The Ring of Fire in Northern Ontario, about twice as large as Prince Edward Island, is said to hold 
one of the world's largest and richest deposits of chromite, the key ingredient in making stainless steel. It is also said to possess 
nickel, copper, platinum, gold, zinc and magnesium. Mineral extraction is scheduled to begin in a year and McGuinty's 
government is under pressure from American and Chinese interests to grant an exemption to the Ontario Mining Act and allow the 
lion's share of refining be done in China.  There are other ways to make ONR more efficient, including lighter passenger trains like 
those at GO Transit, cutting back the number of cars if there are not enough passengers to fill them, even re-evaluating work 
processes and compensation from senior management right through the entire organization. He also suggests better marketing to 
entice tourists from Southern Ontario to explore the North via the ONR .... "  http://www.newswire.ca/en/story/944229/selling-off-
century-old-ontario-northland-latest-slap-to-the-north-from-mcguinty-s-liberal-government-as-budget-looms 

 "To address expansion and replacement demand requirements, the construction industry in Ontario will need to recruit an 
estimated 120,000 new workers by 2020, according to a recent report by the Construction Sector Council (CSC).  “Providing 
enough skilled workers is a high priority at a time when an aging construction workforce and resulting retirements will potentially 
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reduce our labour availability," said Pat Dillon, business manager of the Building and Construction Trades Council of Ontario. 
"Industry must maintain the necessary support systems to recruit, train and retain construction workers across the scenario. This 
support is essential to meet the challenges to replace skilled workers as they retire.”  The construction labour force is estimated to 
rise by 43,000 workers to meet the demand associated with increased construction activity. In addition, industry will need to 
replace 77,000 workers that are expected to retire over the next decade, found Construction Looking Forward, 2012 to 2020 Key 
Highlights for Ontario.  "There are several major projects proposed in Ontario that will create employment opportunities for youth, 
Aboriginal people, women and new comers to Canada. The training systems are in place in Ontario to train that future workforce,” 
said Dillon.  Employment gains are expected to be the strongest in the northern region and in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). 
The medium/longer term attention is on the Ring of Fire group of mining and infrastructure projects in northwestern Ontario while, 
in the Sudbury area and northeastern Ontario, there are several mining and related infrastructure projects underway now or 
scheduled to start over the next few years, found the report. The mineral deposits represent the long-term potential for continued 
mining development in northern Ontario ...."  http://www.hrreporter.com/articleview/12643-ontario-construction-sector-to-recruit-
120000-new-workers-by-2020 
 
"Ontario – 2012 Highlights and PowerPoint Presentation -- The CSC’s annual Construction Looking Forward forecasts offer a 
detailed nine-year scenario of workforce supply and demand by trade, province and region. These forecasts help industry, 
training providers and government decision makers manage workforce requirements.  In our effort to provide timely, user-friendly 
information, the Construction Looking Forward reports have been replaced with provincial PowerPoint presentations, which 
include notes describing the slides ...."  http://www.csc-ca.org/en/products/ontario-2012-highlights-and-powerpoint-presentation 

 "@wchanson Looking forward to return home and discussion with RCF, our newest large shareholder."  
http://twitter.com/#!/wchanson/status/184145680988774402 

25 Mar 12 "The Ontario Northland Transportation Commission is up for sale.  Local officials were caught off guard by the Ontario 
government’s announcement Friday morning that it will be selling off nearly all of the divisions the ONTC.  That includes rail 
freight and Ontera telecommunications divisions. The Ontario Northlander train service that runs between Toronto and Cochrane 
will be cancelled and replaced with bus service.  The Polar Bear Express service that runs from Cochrane to Moosonee will 
remain operational.  “Everybody I talked to is devastated,” said Timmins Mayor Tom Laughren. “The biggest part of the 
devastation is there was no consultation whatsoever.”  Northeastern politicians had hoped the ONTC could be used to leverage 
jobs from the Ring of Fire mining development within the James Bay lowlands.  MPP Gilles Bisson (NDP — Timmins-James Bay) 
said the government’s latest move essentially torpedoes that opportunity.  “This really throws a wrench into the chromite facility 
from the Ring of Fire,” he said. “The economic development corporation and I have been working on chromite being transported 
to Timmins to be worked on. The hydro and infrastructure is there, but moving away the transportation puts us in out of this 
entirely.  “This is a tool for economic development in Northern Ontario. Why are they abandoning the North? It is an essential part 
of infrastructure and transportation. If the passenger rail service becomes non-existent, what does that mean to the Highway 11 
corridor? This is a pretty short-sighted decision by the government.” ...."  
http://www.kapuskasingtimes.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3514147 

24 Mar 12 Columnist:  "Promises are made to be broken and northeastern Ontario has been betrayed.  Ontario's debt-ridden and too often 
incompetent government intends to throw the Ontario Northland Transportation Commission into the political dumpster and sell its 
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assets.  No one knows future of more than 950 jobs. The implications for North Bay and every town and village as far north as 
Moosonee are serious. But the real meaning may be tragic for all Ontario.  It is a victory for southern suburban thinking. There is 
no vision, no hope and no ambition to create a truly great Ontario.  Southern Ontario needs northern gold, silver, copper, 
diamonds and the riches to be ripped out of the Ring of Fire. There is no vision for Northern Ontario except perhaps to make it a 
vacation home for privileged southerners ...."  http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3510916  

 "Changes to speed up the approvals process for major natural resource projects will be introduced in the coming months, the 
minister of Natural Resources says.  "I can't speak to the specific date, but the whole point (is) we want the regulatory process to 
move more quickly, and so we really have to get on with it ourselves. So we're talking months, not years," Joe Oliver said Friday.  
However, he was vague about what exactly those changes will be.  "I can't talk about the detail as specifics, but we're going to 
make sure that there's an adequate and respectful constitutionally driven consultation process. In other words, we want to have 
an open dialogue with aboriginal communities.  We're not going to be doing anything that is going to undermine the ability of the 
regulator to do a thorough environmental review. We don't want projects to go ahead that aren't safe for Canadians and safe for 
the environment."  Oliver was scheduled to speak at a Greater Sudbury Chamber of Commerce luncheon on Friday, but was 
unable to make it when his flight out of Toronto was cancelled due to a wildcat strike by Air Canada ground workers.  However, a 
streamlined approvals process could be beneficial for the Ring of Fire area. The first stage of its environmental assessment, for 
the Cliffs Natural Resources' chromite project, began last October.  The project is of particular interest in Sudbury, since Cliffs 
may build a smelter near Capreol to process the chromite.  The Ring of Fire, which is about 500 km northeast of Thunder Bay, is 
located in First Nations homelands. There are more than 35,000 staked mining claims in the area, which holds chromite and 
precious minerals. Chromite is processed into ferrochrome, which is used to make stainless steel.  He stressed that, in bringing in 
this new process, the environment and the needs of aboriginal communities will still be taken into consideration.  "We are not 
going to compromise the ability of people with a direct interest in the project to be heard as part of the regulatory process. That of 
course includes aboriginal communities, to whom we owe a constitutional duty of consultation and accommodation.  "We don't 
believe that there's an inconsistency between a regulatory system that's modern, effective, efficient and timely and our 
responsibilities to the environment and aboriginal peoples."  In a recent open letter, Oliver accused radical environmental groups 
of trying to undermine the Canadian economy.  "I never said that all environmental groups are radicals, but there are some," he 
said. "There are some, unfortunately, who are opposed to every form of hydro-carbon development. I think there are some that 
are opposed to any sort of resource development.  "We have too much at stake here. We have trillions of dollars in economic 
development, 700,000 jobs just from the oil sands, and many hundred thousand more from the mining and hundreds of billions of 
dollars to governments in the form of royalty payments and taxes, which can go to a fund to improve social programs like health 
care, education, housing, pensions. So there's a lot at stake for Canadians.  "We have to proceed in a environmentally 
responsible way, but we want to develop our resources for the benefit of Canadians." "  
http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3514068  

23 Mar 12 “The cash-strapped province has announced plans to wind down the Ontario Northland Transportation Commission and sell eight 
government buildings ahead of next week's budget, in a move that could affect hundreds of workers across the north …. New 
Democrat Taras Natyshak said the sale of Ontario Northland will be "absolutely devastating," especially at a time when the north 
is on the brink of developing much-needed economic activity with the Ring of Fire mining project.  "It's going to hamper the 
development, it's going to hamper the opportunities for First Nations, and we think it actually kneecaps our ability to benefit from 
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that development as a whole," Natyshak said ….”  http://ca.news.yahoo.com/liberals-sell-off-8-buildings-ontario-northland-rail-
142044672.html  
 
".... Nickel Belt NDP MPP France Gélinas said selling off the ONTC is “the wrong decision at the wrong time.”  In 2004, Bartolucci 
fought to save the ONTC, saying that the privatization that had been tried by the Harris government was the wrong way to go, and 
that the ONTC was a strategic asset that needs to be supported by government, Gélinas said.  “I can't believe years later that he's 
going down the same path of privatization of the ONTC,” she said, adding the minister “has turned his back” on the message he 
delivered eight years ago.  Ontario is set to develop the Ring of Fire, and one of the most obvious ways for the government to 
play a role in ensuring that project benefits the people of Ontario is through transportation, “and who best to move that forward 
than ONTC,” Gélinas said. “Yet, we're selling it off.  I fully understand we're in a deficit and that we need to balance the budget, 
but to do that on the backs of the people of northern Ontario, who will lose this strategic asset, makes no sense.” ...."  
http://www.northernlife.ca/news/localNews/2012/03/23-ontc-selloff-sudbury.aspx  

 "Resource Capital Fund V L.P. ("RCF") reports that it has acquired ownership of 252,000 common shares ("Common Shares") in 
the capital of Noront Resources Ltd. ("Noront") by way of an ordinary market transaction through the facilities of the TSX Venture 
Exchange at a price of C$0.6116 per Common Share, representing approximately 0.12% of Noront's issued and outstanding 
Common Shares (the "Transaction").  As a result of the Transaction, RCF will own an aggregate of 21,069,987 Common Shares 
in the capital of Noront, representing approximately 10.11% of Noront's issued and outstanding Common Shares and 9.13% on a 
fully diluted basis.  The Common Shares were acquired for investment purposes. RCF will evaluate its investment in Noront from 
time to time and may, based on such evaluation of market conditions and other circumstances, increase or decrease 
shareholdings in Noront as circumstances require ...."  http://finance.yahoo.com/news/capital-fund-v-l-p-213800027.html 

22 Mar 12 "It was a brief release on the website of the Ministry of Northern Development and Mines. More telling, it was released on March 4 
--a Sunday.  It looks like the medium was the message. In this case, that message is trouble for the Liberals.  The release 
announced that 23,000 square kilometres of land in the northwestern corner of Ontario were being withdrawn from prospecting 
and mining to "give clarity to the province's mineral exploration industry and avoid future disagreements over the land in 
question."  That clarity was required after a showdown between the Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI) First Nation and God's 
Lake Resources, a junior exploration company. And KI won hands down.  Mines Minister Rick Bartolucci said KI "clearly isn't 
ready to enter into an agreement ... so we believe it was better for all concerned if we withdrew those lands."  The decision, KI 
Chief Donny Morris said on the Wawatay News website, was an historic event and there should have been at least a signing 
agreement. But KI was not told of the ministry's decision before the announcement.  In 2009, KI won a similar battle with 
exploration firm Planitex. The company withdrew from its Big Trout Lake platinum project after the province paid out $5 million in 
the wake of KI's aggressive fight against exploration.  Which brings us to the Ring of Fire, and the likely reason the ministry wasn't 
high on photo ops of a signing agreement with KI.  The RoF is a 5,000-square-kilometre tract of land that is potentially a 100-year 
source of minerals valued at up to $1 trillion--the same value placed on all the minerals extracted in Sudbury since mining began 
there. The RoF sits 500 km northwest of Thunder Bay. It contains chromite, nickel, copper and other minerals. Such are its riches 
that people in Thunder Bay are musing about whether the region is prepared to handle up to 55,000 jobs the RoF could create. 
Nice problem.  Not so nice if you're a government eager to capitalize on the economic boost the RoF can generate for the entire 
province and you've just drawn a road map for First Nations willing to wait out mining firms. Bartolucci says most First Nations are 
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anxious to reap the economic benefits of the RoF, so he sees several impact benefit agreements that have been signed as the 
"model" for how development will unfold.  The Liberals are trying to juggle a lot of balls to develop the RoF.  Here's one: Cliffs 
Natural Resources, which plans to spend $3 billion on its properties, including construction of a $1.8 billion ferrochome smelter 
possibly in either Greater Sudbury or Thunder Bay, wants a 600-km north-south transportation corridor built to facilitate movement 
of ore. It's the most economical route, Cliffs says. And it would make construction of a smelter in Sudbury possible.  But four First 
Nations bands have signed an agreement to seek an east-west route, which would pretty much force a smelter to be built in the 
tiny community of Greenstone. That would open up the possibility of providing power to some isolated fly-in communities that are 
running on diesel fuel.  Premier Dalton McGuinty says the province will play a "modest" role in deciding the route of the 
transportation corridor. Ultimately, Cliffs will decide where it wants to build its smelter. And the location will likely identify the 
required transportation route.  But considering the life-changing stakes involved for isolated First Nations communities, the 
company might not have the clout it thought it did."  http://www.lfpress.com/comment/2012/03/22/19534746.html 

 "KWG Resources and Cliffs Natural Resources hope to have a date soon with Ontario's mining commissioner to settle a dispute 
over a Ring of Fire transportation corridor.  Cliffs wants road access to a string of mining claims staked by Canada Chrome, a 
subsidiary company of KWG, and have applied to the Ministry of Natural Resources for an easement.  The claims were set aside 
for a future railroad to haul chromite out of the James Bay lowlands.  KWG is not granting consent and argues that the “desired 
easement” by Cliffs is an impediment and that the MNR has no authority to deal with the matter.  Company vice-president Bruce 
Hodgman said once KWG denied consent, procedure dictates that the matter must go before the Ontario Mining and Lands 
Commissioner.  Cliffs' request for an easement involves a “big chunk” of the rail corridor, a 300-kilometre-long route from the Ring 
of Fire chromite deposits to Exton in northwestern Ontario, said Hodgman.  “It's right on top of the claims for a good part of the 
way. We staked on top of an esker, about 100 metres wide, and it's the only place that road or rail could go.”  KWG is a minority 
partner in one of the chromite deposits owned by Cliffs.  Despite the dispute, Hodgman is confident an arrangement can be 
worked out.  “It's a business relationship with each company doing what's best for their shareholders. At this point, we think rail 
would be the best option and Cliffs feels it would be a road. These are purely business decisions.  “At some point, we'll have to 
come to an agreement because these deposits are going to go into production.” "  
http://www.northernontariobusiness.com/Around-the-North/120319/Mining-commissioner-to-decide-Ring-of-Fire-corridor-
dispute.aspx 

21 Mar 12 " .... The development and other major mining projects in Ontario’s north spell good news for builders in coming years but the 
construction industry is under pressure to develop a skilled labour pool to meet the demand.  Christine Kaszycki told delegates at 
the Ontario Construction Secretariat’s 12th Annual State of the Industry and Outlook Conference recently that to date $208 million 
has gone into exploration of what is estimated to be several billion dollars worth of development in the ROF. An additional $84 
million will go into exploration this year.  Kaszycki, assistant deputy minister, Ring of Fire Secretariat, Ministry of Northern 
Development, Mines and Forestry (MNDMF), was a speaker at a session called Ontario’s Mining Industry — Growth, Opportunity 
and Challenges.  Responsible for the coordination and implementation of the ROF development opportunities, she said 
environmental assessments are under way by two mining companies, Noront Resources and Cliffs Natural Resources, which are 
slated for completion at the end of 2013.  To expect a private-public partnership (P3) to build that infrastructure is “reasonable,” 
Kaszycki said, adding there have been discussions with the federal government over P3 financing models and variations on that 
theme with the province.  “Ontario at the very least has to provide the service leases etc. to put transportation and any kind of 
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infrastructure in place,” she said ...."  http://dcnonl.com/article/id49318/--ring-of-fire-mining-region-in-ontario-requires-extensive-
infrastructure-development 

 'Noront Resources is looking at bigger, bolder plans for its Ring of Fire mineral holdings, thanks to a big boost in resource 
estimates at its Blackbird chromite deposit.  Those bolder plans could even include a facility to produce high quality ferrochrome 
in northwestern Ontario.  In a Tuesday release, the company said recent drilling “exceeded expectations, resulting in a tripling of 
the previous resource estimate at Blackbird but more importantly, converting a large percentage of the deposit to the measured 
and indicated classification.”  CEO Wes Hanson noted the potential for synergies because of the proximity of Eagle’s Nest, the 
company’s nickel-copper-platinum-palladium deposit currently in the environmental assessment process. A feasibility study for 
that project is expected to be released in a few weeks. Commercial production is targeted for 2016.  Both Blackbird and Eagle’s 
Nest could be exploited using the same underground infrastructure, Hanson said. That would limit the incremental capital costs 
while minimizing the environmental footprint of mine development.  “The company intends to complete an internal evaluation of a 
northwest Ontario based mine, mill and smelter facility capable of producing between 200,000 and 250,000 tonnes of high-quality 
ferrochrome annually, approximately equal to current North America imports, which originate from South Africa,” he added.  Also 
in proximity to Noront’s Blackbird is the Cliffs Natural Resources Black Thor chromite deposit, currently in the prefeasibility study 
phase, with production pencilled in for 2015.  Cliffs anticipates annual production of 600,000 tons of ferrochrome from its mine, 
mill and smelter operation, plus an additional million tons of export chromite ore concentrate aimed at world markets. It has 
selected a Sudbury-area site for its base case, although Thunder Bay, Greenstone and Timmins are still thought to be in the 
running.  Another player in the neighbourhood is KWG Resources, which was drilling this winter at its Big Daddy chromite deposit. 
KWG is junior partner to Cliffs in that project and also owns Canada Chrome Corporation, which is working to build a railway that 
would access the Ring of Fire site.  South Africa’s own ferrochrome industry has recently been described as being in a state of 
“meltdown” because of rising exports of raw chromite ore to China, which is keen to develop its own ferrochrome industry."  
http://insupportofmining.wordpress.com/2012/03/21/noront-goes-bigger-bolder-on-chromite/  
 
"Noront Resources of Toronto says the resource estimate at the Blackbird chromite deposit continues to grow. The deposit is part 
of the company’s McFaulds Lake project in the Ring of Fire, James Bay Lowlands.  Measured and indicated resources are 23.5 
million tonnes averaging 35.76% Cr2O3 and 1.97 Cr:Fe. The inferred resource is 23.5 million tonnes averaging 33.14% Cr2O3, 
with the same chrome-to-iron ratio.  Noront CEO Wes Hanson stated in a news release, “Drilling at Blackbird exceeded 
expectations, resulting in a tripling of the previous resource estimate at Blackbird but more importantly, converting a large 
percentage of the deposit to the measured and indicated classification. The close proximity of Blackbird to our flagship Eagle's 
Nest nickel sulphide deposit offers exceptional synergies as both deposits can be exploited using the same underground 
infrastructure, limiting the incremental capital cost while minimizing the environmental footprint.”  The company is evaluating a 
mine, mill and smelter facility that would produce between 200,000 and 250,000 tonnes of high quality ferrochrome annually."  
http://www.canadianminingjournal.com/news/chromite-resource-numbers-triple-at-noronts-blackbird-deposit/1001005210/ 
 
"Noront Resources said a new mineral estimate has tripled the resources for its Blackbird chromite deposit in the Ring of Fire.  
The measured resource is 9.3 million tonnes average 37.44 per cent chrome ore and an indicated resource of 11.2 million tonnes 
averaging 34.36 per cent chrome ore.  In a March 20 statement, Noront CEO Wes Hanson said drilling at Blackbird “exceeded 
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expectations,” especially in converting a large percentage of the deposit to the measured and indicated classification.  “The 
updated estimate demonstrates that Blackbird is similar in size and grade to the nearby Big Daddy and Black Thor chromite 
deposits.”  Noront is doing the evaluations for a mine, mill and smelter facility in northwestern Ontario capable of producing 
between 200,000 and 250,000 tonnes of ferrochrome annually.  For its flagship Eagle's Nest nickel deposit in the Ring of Fire, 
Noront is putting together the final costs for a feasibility study which is expected out within few weeks."  
http://www.northernontariobusiness.com/Around-the-North/120319/Noront-crows-about-Blackbird-estimates.aspx 

20 Mar 12 "KWG Resources Inc. and its subsidiary Canada Chrome Corporation ("CCC") have received an Order to File from the Ontario 
Mining and Lands Commissioner. It appears that an application made to the Minister of Natural Resources ("MNR") by 2274659 
Ontario Inc., a subsidiary of Cliffs Chromite Ontario Inc. ("Chromite"), for the grant of an easement under s.21 of the Public Lands 
Act, has been referred to the Mining Commissioner by the Mining Recorder's office of the Ministry of Northern Development and 
Mines. The MNR, Chromite and CCC will be parties to the proceeding and will have an opportunity to submit documents and legal 
arguments and to participate in a hearing before the Commissioner.  The materials delivered to KWG indicate that the largest part 
of Chromite's desired "easement" overlap and will encumber the corridor of mining claims staked by CCC. CCC, as the holder of 
the corridor mining claims, has the right prior to any subsequent right to the use of the surface rights on these claims.  According 
to section 51(4) of the Mining Act, "where an application is made for disposition under the Public Lands Act of surface rights on an 
unpatented mining claim and the holder of the unpatented mining claim does not consent to the disposition and provision for the 
reservation or exclusion of the surface rights is not otherwise provided for in this Act or any other Act, the Minister may refer the 
application to the Commissioner". KWG and its subsidiary CCC do not consent to Chromite's application and are advised that the 
MNR has no authority to deal with such rights until the matter is determined by the Mining Commissioner ...."  
https://secure.marketwatch.com/story/kwg-resources-inc-cliffs-application-for-road-access-referred-to-mining-commissioner-2012-
03-20-94170 

 "Noront Resources Ltd. ("Noront" or the "Company") (TSXV: NOT) is pleased to announce an updated, independent Mineral 
Resource Estimate for it's 100% owned Blackbird chromite deposit at the Company's McFaulds Lake Project, in the Ring of Fire, 
James Bay Lowlands, Ontario.  Micon International Ltd. ("Micon"), an independent consulting engineering company, completed 
the resource estimate. The estimate is classified according to the Canadian Institute of Mining, Metallurgy and Petroleum ("CIM") 
Definition Standards on Mineral Resources and Mineral Reserves which have been incorporated by reference in the Canadian 
Securities Administrators ("CSA") National Instrument 43-101, Standards for Disclosure for Mineral Projects .... Wes Hanson, 
CEO of Noront states: "Drilling at Blackbird exceeded expectations, resulting in a tripling of the previous resource estimate at 
Blackbird but more importantly, converting a large percentage of the deposit to the measured and indicated classification. The 
updated estimate demonstrates that Blackbird is similar in size and grade to the nearby Big Daddy and Black Thor chromite 
deposits. The close proximity of Blackbird to our flagship Eagle's Nest nickel sulphide deposit offers exceptional synergies as both 
deposits can be exploited using the same underground infrastructure, limiting the incremental capital cost while minimizing the 
environmental footprint. The Company intends to complete an internal evaluation of a northwest Ontario based mine, mill and 
smelter facility capable of producing between 200,000 and 250,000 tonnes of high quality ferrochrome annually, approximately 
equal to current North American imports, which originate from South Africa." ...."  http://www.newswire.ca/en/story/941029/noront-
triples-chromite-resource-in-ring-of-fire 

19 Mar 12 Interview with PDAC past president Scott Jobin-Bevans:  ".... TGR: Northern Ontario’s Ring of Fire region includes chromite, base 
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metals and gold deposits. There are billions of dollars of potential revenue there, but there is zero infrastructure. You have to 
have rail to get the minerals out of there. All these different deposits have been found and they have NI 43-101 resources on 
them, but they’re not going anywhere.   SJ-B: I think we have to see the various levels of government as partners in the extraction 
of our mineral wealth and my view is that there really is an opportunity for the government to partner with industry and help build 
infrastructure in the north. There is a huge discovery that could be world-class size. The potential for northern development—for 
wealth generation in the province—is very real. I think both federal and provincial governments are still recovering from the 
financial crisis and at this point are not able to invest the dollars today for the long term in spite of the economic development 
opportunities that exist. Economic development is all based on favorable returns and future earnings through increased taxation 
and other revenue, and right now governments have a tremendous opportunity to show that measure of foresight for this industry.  
We think that we finally got the Feds to understand the importance of mining to this country. We have had Minister Oliver at the 
conference, a record number of members of Parliament, members of Provincial Parliaments, senators and we were really pleased 
to see Jean Charest, the Premier of Québec, join us at the conference ...."  
http://www.citizeneconomists.com/blogs/2012/03/19/canada-sees-mining-resurgence-scott-jobin-bevans/ 

 "Green Swan Capital Corp. announces that it has optioned (the "Transaction") its rights to its Riverbank and Broke Back 
properties (the "Properties") in Ontario's Ring of Fire to a private British Columbia company (the "Optionee"), in a transaction 
valued at a minimum of $300,000, with additional consideration to flow to Green Swan in certain circumstances. The completion 
of the Transaction is subject to certain conditions and the approval of the TSX Venture Exchange .... The Properties are located in 
the James Bay Lowlands, Ontario in the highly prospective Ring of Fire. They consist of 69 unpatented claims covering 
approximately 14,784 hectares (36,532 acres). Broke Back is located approximately 10 kilometres north of Noront Resources 
Ltd.'s "Eagle's Nest", and is contiguous with some of Noront's claims. Claims belonging to Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. are 
located approximately 10 kilometres southeast of Broke Back. Riverbank is located within a major regional gravity anomaly ...."  
https://secure.marketwatch.com/story/green-swan-options-riverbank-and-broke-back-2012-03-19-1133290 

 "Ontario Mining Association member company Noront Resources is believed to be the first junior mining company to make a 
major investor presentation using an iBook.  At the recent Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada convention in 
Toronto, Noront President and Chief Executive Officer Wes Hanson spoke about his company's profile and prospects, while 
embracing interactive, high-tech communications tools.  The audio-visual and computer experts on site at the PDAC were able to 
get the presentation on the big screen for all to see -- after overcoming their puzzled looks.  "I really don't like static presentations.  
At events like the PDAC, the iBook can be used interactively on a timely basis as an investor tool and a community relations tool," 
said Mr. Hanson.  "We hope to have the Noront story on iTunes in the near future and then everyone in the world would have the 
capability to download the Noront iBook."  "I have all kinds of embedded audio files in the iBook and it is a totally interactive 
system to talk about Noront, our Eagle's Nest project and the communities where we are working," added Mr. Hanson.  
"Technology is wonderful and we have to take advantage of it as a communications tool.  It is our responsibility to do so."  It 
should not come as a surprise that Noront is moving in this direction with communications technology.  Two years ago, it 
launched its Mikawaa portal.  Mikawaa means "discovery" in the Oji-Cree language.  "We felt it was time to stop talking and start 
listening to our local communities of Webequie and Marten Falls," said Leanne Hall, Vice President Human Resources for Noront.  
"It was a new way for us to learn from the communities and Mikawaa is a listening post.  We had to learn from the communities 
before starting to talk about geology, our specific projects and the company."   "We had to turn our one and one half inch thick 
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technical document about our project into non-technical and understandable language in an interesting way," said Mr. Hanson.  "It 
is all about dialogue and education and building a meaningful relationship.  We are going to need at least 300 people to work on 
our project and we have to start preparing the communities to fill those jobs."  Noront Resources is focused on developing the 
high-grade Eagle's Nest nickel-copper- platinum-palladium deposit, the exploration and development of the Blackbird chromite 
discovery and regional exploration for additional mineral deposits within its large land position in the Ring of Fire, an emerging 
multi-metals camp located in the James Bay Lowlands.  "Mikawaa provides an overview of the mining project, in simple terms and 
visual graphics for people who are not technical and provides wonderful commentary by First Nations people describing the 
importance of the lands and what kinds of challenges they have faced in growing up," said Mr. Hanson.  "It provides a wonderful 
exchange of information.  The company believes that through open dialogue, effective communication and mutual understanding, 
it can take the first steps to maintaining relationships in good faith as needed to create shared value."   The website for Noront is 
www.norontresources.com.  Mikawaa is accessible through the Noront website, or directly at www.mikawaa.com. "  
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=j9u8ugeab&v=001VZO97oWchjD5u4PCnKlJpVYyC8YThbh3JSoi1I1yrZeri-
1LDF25t68BcsR8o188NRM2Z62tTVSekUyBqOA4kGRofOkwsN_FPB4IyPVpTOi2WOuiU4CwvuE5z7ukDKC90VfxvoXKrD4XIw3l
JKMIQSxyyCpTpknc1349TJapo-L9vr-YZJZjqldjnXbO3GfA or http://bit.ly/z8Yiqx 

 "It’s ironic, isn’t it?  Smack in the middle of a lingering downturn — when we’re worried about our crippled manufacturing industry 
and agonizing about the impact of “Dutch disease” on our provincial economy — we get a warning of massive worker shortages 
on the horizon.  According to a recent report from the Mining Association of Canada, the country’s mining sector will be shaking 
the bushes for another 100,000 workers over the next decade. At the same time, we learn that the Canadian construction industry 
says it could be 325,000 workers short of its needs by the end of this decade.  Taken together, those two projections suggest the 
Canadian economy could well fall short of its potential in coming years because it won’t be prepared for growth and prosperity.  
Alberta’s oil sands get the big headlines, but a great many of those new future workers will be required for mining and mining-
related construction projects in Ontario.  In fact, some projects may not get off the drawing board because of labour shortages. 
Those that do launch could be made more challenging and expensive because of a global competition for workers.  Things can 
change in a heartbeat, of course, and those predictions could look laughably optimistic by this time next year. China could crash. 
Demand could collapse.  But they could also come to pass. The potential is there.  And that would leave Ontario – particularly 
Northern Ontario — in a pleasant, but high-risk dilemma. Implications include: 
    The provision of Ring of Fire infrastructure. If the province holds off too long, waiting for companies to make the first move, it 
could find itself exposed to a tight, high-cost market in which there are too few workers and stretched suppliers. 
    A sea-change in the revenues, expectations and lifestyles of some First Nations. 
    The provision of housing and services. Northern communities, which have spent the past two decades coping with shrinkage, 
could suddenly find themselves struggling to accommodate a burgeoning population and soaring demands. 
    Immigration. 
    Education and training. 
    Political realignment between north and south; urban and rural; Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities. 
    Social stresses, as tight supply and rising costs begin to crowd lower-income northerners out of their homes and communities. 
The northern world could be remade over the next few years. Are we ready for it? There’s a lot to consider and plan for, as we try 
to scope out how we can to respond to these new demands if things break in our favour.  Governments should take note of the 
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warnings.  And let’s hope someone, somewhere, is doing some serious number-crunching to help us determine how best to 
navigate this chasm between today’s jobs famine and tomorrow’s potential feast."  
https://insupportofmining.wordpress.com/2012/03/19/are-we-ready-for-a-feast-of-jobs-and-growth-comment/ 

18 Mar 12 "The Honourable Joe Oliver, Minister of Natural Resources, is launching a four-day trip to four cities in Western Canada and 
Ontario to meet with business, community and Aboriginal leaders to discuss the importance of responsible resource development 
to jobs and economic growth across Canada.  “Energy, mining and forestry account for 10 percent of Canada’s real gross 
domestic product and are directly responsible for the jobs of more than three quarters of a million Canadians,” Minister Oliver 
said. “Given the expanding markets for key commodities, that number is likely to grow.”  During his tour Minister Oliver will 
underscore the importance of responsible resource development to ensure that Canada continues to attract investment in its 
resource sector so that the full potential of the country's abundant natural resources is unleashed to stimulate jobs and growth in 
a period of global economic uncertainty.  “New, rapidly growing economies are looking for our energy, minerals and forest 
products. But the world is a competitive place. If we do not act quickly to fill the demand for these commodities, the opportunity 
will pass us by,” Minister Oliver said. “That is why regulatory modernization is an economic fundamental we have to get right.”  
The Minister has noted recently that major projects with thousands of jobs at stake are subject to long delays because of a 
needlessly complex regulatory system.  “We can achieve a regulatory system that protects Canadians and the environment, while 
helping to ensure future prosperity for Canadians across the country,” the Minister explained.  Minister Oliver will be visiting 
Regina (March 20), Vancouver (March 21), Winnipeg (March 22) and Sudbury (March 23). In addition to meeting with business 
and Aboriginal leaders, the Minister will deliver a number of keynote speeches and tour industrial facilities that form part of 
Canada’s natural resources supply chain. "  http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/media-room/news-release/2012/34/6073 

17 Mar 12 Letter to the editor:  ".... Thunder Bay and most of Northwestern Ontario do not have enough doctors to serve the people who live 
here now. Our regional hospital is often in gridlock.  Canada Mortgage and Housing Corp., statistics indicate a vacancy rate of 
less than two per cent for Thunder Bay as of last fall. It could be argued that there is not enough affordable housing to meet 
current needs.  Our police spend more time fighting crime than preventing and it’s not unusual for them to take three hours to 
respond to non-emergency calls.  Our road and infrastructure system has fallen decades behind in upkeep. Traffic flow for a city 
this size is a nightmare. We cannot agree on how to develop the city and are constantly plagued by endless not-in-my-backyard 
attitudes when it comes to attempts at progress.  When the big exploration companies consider where to base operations, these 
are issues they examine.  We need a commitment today and action over the next five years to accommodate the expected boom 
that will materialize over the next decade as the Ring of Fire progresses from exploration to development and, finally, operations.  
This commitment must come from the federal and provincial governments as well as all the municipalities of the region. Without 
co-operation and support at all levels I am afraid the companies involved will see the region, and Thunder Bay in particular, the 
way many already see it — closed for business ...."  http://www.chroniclejournal.com/editorial/letters/2012-03-17/thunder-bay-and-
region-ready-accommodate-55000-new-jobs 

 Letter to the editor:  ".... With the developments in the Ring of Fire coming on stream in the next four to five years, this would be a 
perfect opportunity for FN leadership to go forward with an education program to train members of their communities to take 
advantage of the coming jobs required by the mining process. All sorts of skills are going to be required to make the mines work. 
Train the willing in these skills now, so when the time comes the jobs will be there. FN education is free. The skilled jobs will be 
there. The only thing lacking is the willingness of some chiefs to instill positive self-esteem among the first nation people to take 
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the step to get trained in the required skill set. As for government, the withdrawal of 23,181 square kilometres of land near 
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug was a crippling blow to the community. Should KI ever wish to take advantage of the mineral 
endowment of the region in the future, they would not be able to do so because of Ontario’s unilateral withdrawal of mineral 
exploration rights.  Before their rights to explore their own claims were usurped by KI and the Liberal Government of Ontario, 
Platinex planned to spend over $1.5 million on mineral exploration on the property. Some of this expenditure surely would have 
remained in KI.  One also has to ask: is this withdrawal just a back-door method by the government and its environmental buddies 
to create the vast “protected areas” announced in the Far North Act — something that that first nations strongly objected to? It 
seems like the CPAWS Wildlands League is the only entity happy with the government’s decision.  Who is behind all of this? Just 
follow the money and determine who benefits from the 23,181 square-kilometre withdrawal. Not the people of KI, not the mining 
sector, and certainly not the people of Ontario.  (Signed) John Scott, Thunder Bay Geological Services"  
http://www.chroniclejournal.com/editorial/letters/2012-03-17/don%E2%80%99t-resist-mining-prepare-jobs 

 "The Ring of Fire is a mining deposit in Ontario’s Far North. It holds decades worth of chromite (which is used in making stainless 
steel) along with nickel reserves that rival that of the Sudbury basin. The opportunities for our province, our region, and our riding 
are countless. After my trip there last summer, I vowed during last fall’s election campaign to lead a sales mission there, so our 
local companies could understand what’s there, what’s needed, and how they can capitalize on it.  This month, that promise was 
fulfilled as six regional mining representatives joined myself and Paul Semple from Noront Resources, one of the key players in 
the Ring of Fire, for a one-day fact-finding mission.  With 70 mining and manufacturing companies in Nipissing, this is exactly the 
opportunity our community has been waiting for. But with the opportunity comes challenges, some of which simply aren’t being 
met by the current Liberal government.  There are no roads or rail lines to the area, no electricity, and no reliable network 
communications.  Everything needed at Noront’s base camp must be flown in. But as of today, no firm decisions have been made 
between the First Nations, the government and the mining principals over whether a road or rail link should be built. There’s a lot 
of talk, but no action committed to by Dalton McGuinty.  These discussions should be much further down the road than they are 
by now. In January, the government-appointed Ring of Fire coordinator admitted to me that she had never stepped foot on the 
site – she’d been on the job for 18 months. In a province where 600,000 people remain out of work and such great economic 
potential awaiting, we can’t afford a government that appears to be paralyzed by either complexity or bureaucracy. The PC 
caucus is committed to making the Ring of Fire a job-creating reality. The time to act is now.  (signed) Vic Fedeli, MPP Nipissing"  
http://netnewsledger.com/2012/03/17/theres-a-lot-of-talk-but-no-action-committed-to-by-dalton-mcguinty-vic-fedeli/ 

 Director, Ontario Geological Survey:  "Andy Fyon   @OGSgeology  Ontario's MNDM to meet with NRCan to discuss enhancing 
our collaborations related specifically to Ring of Fire development projects."  
https://twitter.com/#!/NorontResources/statuses/181736825575055360 

16 Mar 12 "One thing was overwhelmingly clear during last week’s Prospectors and Developers mining conference in Toronto: the eyes of 
the mining world are focused squarely on northern Ontario.  Booths for the two big Ring of Fire players, Noront and Cliffs 
Resources, were packed all week. But it was not only the Ring of Fire getting attention. From gold mining around Red Lake to 
uranium and other heavy metals near Lake Nipigon, the mineral potential across the vast north was on display.  hat incredible 
amount of interest in northern Ontario makes it all the more important for governments – First Nations, provincial and federal – to 
get ahead of the curve and plan now for the future ....  Not all First Nations are at the same point of development, or have the 
same needs. Delegates from northern Ontario First Nations inside the conference made that quite clear. While the sentiment on 
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KI’s stance from First Nations leaders at the conference was generally supportive, it is clear that for some communities, mining - 
and other industrial development - is highly desired.  That is why the signing of the East-West corridor agreement for the Ring of 
Fire was such a fine thing to see.  The proposal between Eabametoong, Neskantaga, Nibinamik and Webequie essentially 
involves the four First Nations building, maintaining and operating a transportation corridor for the Ring of Fire .... If development 
in northern Ontario is going to proceed, First Nations have to benefit in meaningful and long-term ways. And for that to happen, 
First Nations need to be involved in all stages of the development. They need to have a say in how and where mining takes place, 
how environmental monitoring happens, and how and where the spinoffs of mining – things like roads, power lines, airstrips and 
railways – get built.  Up to this point the debate over transportation in the Ring of Fire has focused on whether Cliff’s North-South 
route or Noront’s East-West route was best. Both options were being led by industry. Both options placed the needs of 
communities second to moving tonnes of ore from the mines to market.  By signing the East-West transportation corridor 
agreement the chiefs have gone well beyond simply asking industry to take their interests into account. Instead, they have made 
their demands in a positive way. They have made it clear that not only do First Nations expect to be considered when decisions 
are made, but that First Nations plan to be involved on the ground and benefit economically from the development on their own 
terms.  The details of the East-West arrangement still need to be worked out. Whether the First Nations build roads and then 
charge industry to use them, whether the provincial and federal governments get involved on a partnership approach, or whether 
some other option may be best still remains to be seen.  But regardless of the details, local First Nations have outlined a positive, 
reasonable plan for proceeding with the transportation side of the Ring of Fire development.  They have gotten ahead of the 
curve, and passed the ball to the provincial and federal governments.  At the very least the governments should take the First 
Nations’ lead and do everything in their power to make sure this agreement comes to fruition.  Or they could go even further and 
do their own regional planning. They too could get ahead of the curve."  http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2012/3/16/ahead-
curve_22531 

 "For Neskantaga First Nation Chief Peter Moonias, the massive Prospectors and Developers Association mining conference was 
more than just a chance to promote the agreement his First Nation signed with three of its neighbours on building a transportation 
network to the Ring of Fire.  It was also a chance to bring a First Nation message of treaty rights in regards to land to companies 
and governments alike.  “The companies have to respect the communities, and understand the rights of treaties for First Nations 
people. They then have to sell that agreement to the government,” Moonias said. “It’s important to carry the message to 
companies and government that Native people have that right to the land, through treaties.” 
Moonias, along with chiefs from Eabametoong, Nibinamik and Webequie made a splash at the conference on Mar. 5 when they 
signed an agreement to pursue the development of an East-West transportation corridor to the Ring of Fire.  Webequie chief 
Cornelius Wabasse made his own impact the next day, signing a letter of intent to work with Cliffs Natural Resources towards a 
Memorandum of Understanding on the Ring of Fire.  But the Matawa First Nations were not the only Aboriginal people having an 
impact. There were entire sections of the four-day agenda dedicated to First Nations consultation, engagement and partnerships, 
and entire communities at the conference mingling with companies from across the world.  Prospectors and Developers 
Association President Glenn Nolan said the conference’s focus on Aboriginal issues is something he has watched grow over the 
past decade. From the handful of native people he saw ten years ago, to having rooms full of interested parties for all-day 
sessions on Aboriginal rights and consultation, Nolan said First Nations issues on mining in Canada is on everyone’s mind.  “The 
interest in the issues are growing not only from the industry side to understand about Aboriginal issues, but the number of 
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Aboriginal people attending our conference has grown and that is fueling it,” Nolan said. “It’s an exciting time, and it demonstrates 
the keen interest.”  The conference itself was massive, with nearly 30,000 delegates from mining companies and governments 
around the world.  Noront and Cliffs both received a lot of attention on their efforts to start mining in northern Ontario’s Ring of 
Ontario, with constant traffic at their displays on the industry floor.  Both companies have environmental assessments underway, 
with plans to start production over the next few years.  But the focus on mining in northern Ontario was not limited to the Ring of 
Fire. From gold mining and exploration around Red Lake to the prospect of uranium mining near Lake Nipigon, the buzz around 
companies operating in northern Ontario was some of the loudest at the event.  Thunder Bay Mayor Keith Hobbs was also on 
hand, trying to drum up support for his vision of having Thunder Bay be a mining hub for northern Ontario mining.  Hobbs has 
said he wants to see mining-related activity in Thunder Bay, from processors to supply companies, grow exponentially over the 
coming decade.  Ed Collins, Fort William First Nation’s economic development officer, supports Thunder Bay’s mining vision and 
the spin-off benefits it could bring for his First Nation.  Collins was also at the event, promoting Thunder Bay’s efforts.  He said 
some First Nation businesses have already started working in mining related industries, and other opportunities are available.  “It 
really helps our young people stay in school,” Collins said. “They’re looking at jobs when they graduate that pay them $70,000 or 
more per year, so its really got them excited about school.” "  http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2012/3/16/mining-
conference-highlights-first-nation-issues_22539 

 ".... Use your knowledge of Aboriginal affairs in Ontario, your strength in project coordination along with your superior research 
skills in this role where you will primarily support the team responsible for the authorization of mineral exploration permits under 
the revised Mining Act, 2009 and the Duty to Consult obligations .... Position Title:  CONSULTATION AND ABORIGINAL 
TREATY RIGHTS OFFICER .... Purpose of Position:  This position provides direct program advice and support to staff to enable 
effective decision making on mineral exploration permits (approximately 550-600 permits annually) and has a direct impact on the 
Ministry`s ability to authorize permits under the revised Mining Act, 2009. This position supports the ministry (both mineral and 
non-mineral divisions and branches) in meeting all aspects of its Duty To Consult with Aboriginal peoples and organizations (First 
Nations and Métis) in Ontario ....  Posting Date:   Friday, March 16, 2012   Closing Date:   Friday, March 30, 2012 11:59 pm EDT …."  
http://www.gojobs.gov.on.ca/PDR.aspx?JobID=42521 (job specifications)  
http://www.gojobs.gov.on.ca/Preview.aspx?JobID=42521 (job posting) 
http://www.firstperspective.ca/jobs/731-consultation-and-aboriginal-treaty-rights-officer  

15 Mar 12 "MacDonald Mines Exploration Ltd. continues to receive results of a ground gravity survey over targets on its Butler Property in 
the Ring of Fire. In addition, the IP/Resistivity Survey has now been completed over the primary VMS Target at Butler 3. Butler 3 
exhibits a suite of characteristics typical of a VMS system as identified in previous press releases .... Results of the Insight 
Geophysics survey over Butler 3 have confirmed chargeability anomalies and resistivity structures fitting with the Company's 
model - that of an overturned VMS system with the core to the east of the intersected stock work/stringer mineralization. 
Chargeability measures the ability of the sub-surface to temporarily maintain an electrical charge - sulphides are typically 
chargeable .... The Company has now mobilized its field crew to the Butler Lake camp. A 4,000-metre drill program will 
commence in early April ...."  http://secure.marketwatch.com/story/macdonald-mines-receives-positive-results-from-the-
completed-ground-gravity-and-resistivityip-surveys-on-the-butler-property-drill-program-underway-2012-03-15-
82480?reflink=MW_news_stmp 

 "The Ontario Prospectors Association has developed new provincial mining guidelines –which can be found on a government 
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website- to force the government to clearly distinguish First Nations traditional territory.  Garry Clark, the head of the prospector's 
association, told CBC News that the new regulations will force companies to put more emphasis on consulting with First Nations 
during the initial phases of the project.  “We're turning the table back on to the government so that within the plan or within the 
permit system, the government is going to be the one that sends out the plan or sends out the permit to the First Nations that are 
affected,” Clarke said.  Clarke said that he wants the government to be clearer with the draft regulations, where he wants more 
details on the items of the guideline. He said that he will push the government to define what “consultation” means before the 
guideline is finalized.  “It’s kind of a normal thing, we seem to get things downloaded on us as industry as government kind of 
winnows away from trying to fulfill some of the duty it should be doing,” he said."  http://www.examiner.com/racial-issues-in-
calgary/first-nation-consultation-emphasized-new-draft-regulations 

 "Monday, March 19, at 7 pm, Algoma University's Department of Community Development and Social Work and NORDIK Institute 
invite the public to attend a special lecture on the role that maps and mapmaking may have played in structuring history. "Maps 
are neither neutral, impartial, nor apolitical drawings of 'where and what is here' says Visiting Fullbright Scholar and graphic 
designer Anne Dutlinger. "What is left out-and who is absent-is as significant as what is included".  The maps of Northern Ontario, 
for example, often overlooked, or perhaps deliberately omitted, social and economic activities. Professor Dutlinger is working with 
some First Nation members to address this. "Through the recovery of Anishinaabe place names in Northern Ontario we will learn 
to train our eyes to see the erasures and silences on maps. We will try to uncover places and learn their stories in the vast region 
that was called "Terra Nulla" ("No Man's Land") by the 17th century Europeans-now known in English as Upper Canada/Northern 
Ontario/the Algoma District".  Chief Dean Sayers will provide a historical perspective of Batchewana First Nations Traditional 
territory discussing the assertions of present day and visions of the future. "The speakers will provide a historical overview as well 
as a current analysis of why we are confronted with so many contested territorial issues" says Dr. Gayle Broad, Chair of the 
Department sponsor. "Many communities are facing complex development proposals such as the 'Ring of Fire' which have the 
potential to be very divisive; we need to better understand the roots of these diverse perspectives".  Professor Dutlinger's talk is 
entitled "Maps, Wayfinding, and Identity: Restoring Anishinaabe Place Names On, Along, and Beyond the Upper Great Lakes" 
while Chief Sayers will address "A look at the Past, Present and Future - the Traditional Territory of Batchewana First Nation" ...."  
http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3503567 

14 Mar 12 "Four Matawa First Nations are examining building and operating their own Ring of Fire transportation corridor between Pickle 
Lake and Webequie Junction.  Eabametoong, Neskantaga, Nibinamik and Webequie First Nations have signed an agreement to 
work together on building an East-West corridor for the Ring of Fire.  The signing, a highlight of the Prospectors and Developers 
mining conference in Toronto from Mar. 4-7, marks a shift away from letting industry plan its own transportation network between 
potential mines and processing plants further south.  “By taking control of our traditional homeland, we can ensure that our 
communities really benefit in meaningful and long-term ways from the potential development in the Ring of Fire,” said 
Eabametoong Chief Harry Papah.  It comes as the debate over which way to move ore from the Ring of Fire to market continues.  
Cliffs’ Natural Resources endorses a North-South transportation route, whereby a road would run from just south of the Ring of 
Fire to connect with highway 11 near Nakina.  Noront Resources, on the other hand, has promoted an East-South route that 
would connect Webequie Junction to Pickle Lake, similar to the route endorsed by the Matawa chiefs.  Noront’s Chief Operating 
Officer Paul Semple said the signing endorses the review that his company has already conducted.  “We put our route together 
based on a technical, and socio-economic review, the route we think will be most palatable to get government financing,” Semple 

http://www.examiner.com/racial-issues-in-
http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3503567


The Ring of Fire News blog shares public information in accordance with the Fair Dealing provisions (§29) of the Copyright Act, and is not responsible for the 
accuracy of the original material. Inclusion of material or sources here should not imply endorsement or otherwise by the Ring of Fire News blog. 

21 

said. “What we see are four communities interested in development. That’s a positive for the industry and a positive for our 
company.”  Neskantaga Chief Peter Moonias said it is very important for companies to work with First Nations and respect the 
needs that communities have. The potential benefits of a First Nations-owned and operated transportation corridor to service the 
Ring of Fire would help the communities meet their needs, Moonias said.  “As a group of First Nations, we can stand strong and 
direct companies that enter into our traditional lands to work in partnership with us with the expectation that each community’s 
protocols will be respected and that every person’s voice will be heard,” Moonias said.  Details of what a First Nations-owned and 
operated corridor would look like are still being worked out. The next step is to complete a study to see how a corridor can be 
economically feasible ...."  http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2012/3/14/first-nations-around-ring-fire-pledge-build-east-west-
corridor_22513 

 "If you don’t put a priority on the environment, you can milk a province’s natural resources in good times, but it catches up with 
you. Alberta is a perfect example, though you’d never know that by Ontario’s Progressive Conservative MPP Randy Hillier’s 
comments.  In a column on the Calgary Herald’s website, Hillier vents about the Dalton McGuinty Liberal government’s excessive 
number of environmental regulations, which Hillier says has turned “a land of milk and honey into a land of mediocrity.”  He 
laments that the Ring of Fire chromite deposit in Northern Ontario remains undeveloped. “McGuinty has locked our resources 
away and they remain untouched. Rather than accepting the word of their beloved environmental advisers, McGuinty and his 
Liberal government should spend more time discovering Ontario for themselves.”  The oilsands are a major economic driver in 
Alberta. The province expects to bring in $184 billion in royalties over the next 25 years.  But what’s happening now shows the 
follies of developing the oilsands so quickly. (Even Alberta’s revered former premier Peter Lougheed says the province is moving 
too swiftly.)  Alberta is seeking a massive expansion of the oilsands — an expansion that is dependent on the ability to move 
bitumen through the Keystone XL pipeline to Texas and the Northern Gateway pipeline to the British Columbia coast.  But 
environmental issues have caught up with the pipeline proponents. Increased greenhouse emissions, massive disruption of land, 
contaminated rivers, air pollution and habitat disturbance are attracting worldwide attention .... The oilsands went into production 
in 1967. The full scale of the economic opportunities of the Ring of Fire — an estimated $1 trillion — have only been apparent 
since about 2007. Since it typically takes about 10 years to build a mine after its discovery, a production timeline of 2015 by the 
first company expected to operate there is actually advanced.  The Ring of Fire is being developed in a time of unprecedented 
sensitivities for environmental and First Nations concerns, which have caught the attention of the United Nations and a few movie 
stars, to boot. The whole world is watching and when it does, it can be a serious problem, as Alberta is finding out.  Northern 
Development and Mines Minister Rick Bartolucci, whose ministry is spearheading development in the Ring of Fire, says Ontario is 
still the first choice of industry for investment in mining. The province drew $1 billion in exploration for the first time in 2011 and 
the value of mineral production was $11 billion, up from $5.7 billion in 2003 — both No. 1 in Canada.  There is no advantage for 
the Liberals in delaying development of the Ring of Fire. Even economist Don Drummond urged the province to take full 
advantage of the deposit. But, says Bartolucci, the province will proceed “methodically,” working with private companies and First 
Nations and addressing environmental issues.  The Ring of Fire can’t be developed in the same fashion as the oilsands. And 
even if it could be, it wouldn’t be wise."  http://www.bancroftthisweek.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3501523 

 "Recently, the Ministry of Northern Development and Mines (the “Ministry”) posted proposed regulations pursuant to section 176 
of the Mining Act on Ontario’s Environmental Registry (the “EBR”). The proposed regulations attempt to clarify Aboriginal 
Consultation requirements for early exploration activities with a graduated system of consultation which will reflect the type of 
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activity that is taking place on the land. The Proposals have been posted for a 50 day public review and comment period which 
will continue until May 01, 2012.  The proposed regulations are:  An Amendment to the General Regulation (O. Reg 45/11) (the 
“General Regulation”) (EBR 011-5733); An Amendment to the Assessment Regulation (O. Reg 6/96) (the “Assessment 
Regulation”) (EBR 011-5786); An Amendment to Mine Development and Closure under Part VII of the Mining Act (O. Reg 240/00) 
(the “Mine Closure Regulation”) (EBR 011-5787); A new regulation titled Exploration Plans and Permits (the “Exploration 
Regulation”) (EBR 011-5733) 
 
The Exploration Regulation - The Exploration Regulation proposes a graduated system of Aboriginal consultation requirements 
for early exploration mining activities. The graduated system is based on two classes of early exploration activities requirements: 
Exploration Plans and Exploration Permits.  Both classes of requirements require the exponent of the exploration activities to 
provide information about all Aboriginal consultation that has taken place or is planned to take place. For Exploration Plans this 
would be noted in a Consultation Report and this would be contained in the Application for an Exploration Permit.  Exploration 
Plans involve lower impact activities and can be approved within 30 days of being submitted to the Ministry.  An Exploration 
Permit involves low to moderate impact activities and can be approved within 31-50 days of filing the application but not before. 
Exploration Permits would be posted on the EBR and have a provision for alternative dispute resolution (“ADR”) provision 
between Aboriginal group and the exponent ...."  http://www.davis.ca/en/entry/aboriginal-law/new-mining-act-regulations-for-
aboriginal-consultation-proposed/ 
 
"The Ontario Prospectors Association says new provincial guidelines will force the government to more clearly identify First 
Nations traditional territory.  Draft guidelines outlining a new consultation protocol are now posted on a government website for 
comment.  Garry Clark, the head of the prospector's association, the government's new draft regulations put more emphasis on 
the need for industry to consult with First Nations at the earliest phase of exploration.  “We're turning the table back on to the 
government so that within the plan or within the permit system, the government is going to be the one that sends out the plan or 
sends out the permit to the First Nations that are affected,” Clark said.  Clark said he supports the general direction of the draft 
regulations, but wants to see more details. He said he'll push the government to define what “consultation” means before the 
regulations are finalized this summer.  “It’s kind of a normal thing, we seem to get things downloaded on us as industry as 
government kind of winnows away from trying to fulfill some of the duty it should be doing.” Clark said."  
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/story/2012/03/14/tby-mining-guidelines.html 
http://www.ebr.gov.on.ca/ERS-WEB-External/displaynoticecontent.do?noticeId=MTE1OTQ1&statusId=MTczNTgx&language=en 

 "Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. (NYSE: CLF) (Paris: CLF) today announced senior management appointments within its global 
finance, legal and environmental functions effective immediately.  Terrance Paradie, previously senior vice president — corporate 
controller and chief accounting officer, is transferring to an executive development position with Cliffs Global Operations Group as 
senior vice president, assistant general manager — Michigan Operations. Since 2007, Mr. Paradie has led Cliffs' corporate 
accounting and reporting functions, with additional responsibilities for global financial planning and analysis, and global tax. He 
has instituted numerous process improvements and generally driven standardization throughout the function successfully. In his 
new position, he will report directly to the general manager at Cliffs' Michigan Operations. Mr. Paradie will remain an elected 
officer of the Company.  Timothy Flanagan has been promoted to chief accounting officer and corporate controller. Mr. Flanagan, 
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formerly assistant corporate controller, will assume responsibility for the Company's internal and external accounting and 
reporting, including Securities and Exchange Commission reporting and disclosures, as well as global financial planning and 
analysis.  In addition, Mr. Flanagan has been elected an officer of Cliffs.  Michael Morris will assume responsibility for the 
Company's global tax function alongside his current responsibilities as vice president — finance. Currently based in Perth, Mr. 
Morris will return to the Company's corporate headquarters in Cleveland to provide executive oversight for tax compliance, 
consulting, and planning issues on federal, state, and international tax matters, in addition to his focus on financial support for 
global operations and business segments.  James Graham has been named vice president, general counsel — global operations. 
Mr. Graham will continue to be responsible for providing counsel to Cliffs' operating units worldwide and managing the Cliffs 
internal team of legal professionals supporting global operations. In addition, Mr. Graham has been elected an officer of Cliffs.  
Dave Cartella has been named vice president — global environmental affairs and counsel.  Mr. Cartella will continue developing 
the Company's global strategic environmental program while providing counsel to senior management in the areas of operational 
compliance and environmental stewardship. In addition, Mr. Cartella has been elected an officer of Cliffs.  Carolyn Cheverine has 
been named general counsel — corporate affairs & secretary. Ms. Cheverine is responsible for providing legal advice and counsel 
for the Company's corporate management teams with regards to corporate governance, ethics and compliance, securities and 
capital markets.  Ms. Cheverine has over 20 years' experience as corporate counsel.  Prior to joining Cliffs, she served most 
recently as senior counsel for the finance and treasury functions of The Lubrizol Corporation, as well as vice president and senior 
counsel for KeyCorp, both based in Cleveland ...."  http://ir.cliffsnaturalresources.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=657343 

13 Mar 12 "The Ministry of Northern Development and Mines has unveiled proposed regulations that would implement significant parts of 
Ontario’s modernized mining act, including plans and permits at the early exploration stage, provisions around Aboriginal 
consultation and criteria for sites of Aboriginal cultural significance.  Though the phased introduction of changes to its mining act, 
Ontario aims to provide more clarity and certainty to the mineral industry and ensure the rights of Aboriginal communities and 
private landowners are respected.  The public is invited to comment on the proposed “Phase II” regulations during a 50-day 
review period that runs to May 1.  The proposed regulations can be viewed on the province’s Environmental Registry, under 
Mining Act Regulations.  One proposed regulation would spell out clear conditions for early exploration activities in the province.  
Under the new graduated scheme, prospectors and exploration companies would still be able to freely stake their claims and 
undertake preliminary prospecting. Once work progressed beyond that point, however, they would be required to submit an 
exploration plan for low impact activities, such as line cutting, light drilling and confined overburden stripping, or secure a permit 
for work of higher impact, such as more extensive line cutting, use of heavier drill rigs and more expansive stripping.  Time would 
be set aside to allow Aboriginal communities to review and comment on early exploration plans, and to engage in consultation as 
potential impacts became more significant.  The proposals also contain provisions for third-party dispute resolution if communities 
and proponents were unable to agree on proposed exploration activities.  In addition, the ministry is proposing to introduce a set 
of provincial standards for early exploration that would ensure higher impact activities are carried out in an environmentally sound, 
safe manner.  The ministry believes the new regulations would promote productive relations between Aboriginal communities and 
exploration companies, and defuse some of the conflicts that have flared in recent years over exploration work on traditional 
Aboriginal lands." http://insupportofmining.wordpress.com/2012/03/13/ontario-moves-toward-new-exploration-rules/  
http://www.ebr.gov.on.ca/ERS-WEB-External/ 
http://www.ebr.gov.on.ca/ERS-WEB-External/searchNotice.do?menuIndex=1_2&searchType=splash 
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http://www.ebr.gov.on.ca/ERS-WEB-External/displaynoticecontent.do?noticeId=MTE1ODY1&statusId=MTczNDY5&language=en 
 "Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. today announced a new strategic capital allocation plan intended to drive Total Shareholder Return 

(TSR). As part of the plan, the Company's Board of Directors approved a 123% increase in the quarterly dividend to $0.625, from 
the previous quarterly rate of $0.28. The next quarterly dividend at the new rate will be payable on June 1, 2012, to shareholders 
of record on the close of business on April 29, 2012. The substantial dividend increase reinforces Cliffs' strong outlook for cash 
generation and commitment to using disciplined capital allocation to drive TSR.  Joseph Carrabba, Cliffs' chairman, president and 
chief executive officer, said, "Cliffs has experienced tremendous growth through M&A in recent years and, with that, has also 
acquired a diverse and strong pipeline of attractive organic growth projects. As a result, we are refocusing our strategic priority to 
execution. Cliffs has matured to a point where our strong financial profile and cash flow generation will allow us to increasingly 
return large amounts of capital to our shareholders, while at the same time, fund capacity expansions already underway in 
Eastern Canada and other geographies." ...."  http://ir.cliffsnaturalresources.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=657014 

 "Glenn Nolan (Outers 1974-75) has been elected president of the Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada’s (PDAC), 
arguably the world’s leading mining organization ....  Today, he’s vice-president, Aboriginal affairs, with Noront Resources. Noront 
is an exploration company, and a major player in the Ring of Fire in the James Bay Lowlands, where it has invested over $100 
million and discovered proven major reserves of chromite and other platinum group metals, nickel and copper. It’s been active in 
that area since 2007, and also has holdings elsewhere in Canada as well as in Mexico, China and Europe.  Noront Resources 
aims to fully involve Aboriginal people in the development of the Ring of Fire, and Nolan believes strongly these resources offer 
an opportunity for the First Nations in the region to grow and prosper. His work across Canada (and in South America) has 
convinced him “these communities, Aboriginal, Métis, Inuit, really want to be involved, and are taking control of mining 
development [in their territories].”  The challenge now is to make sure they have the resources and training to be able to do 
effectively .... Nolan has travelled extensively since joining the board, and expects that will increase during his term as president. 
(Noront is supportive of his role with PDAC, and has agreed to allow him to devote half his time it.) .... "  
http://www.atikokanprogress.ca/2012/03/13/glenn-nolan-takes-the-helm-at-pdac-2/ 

 ".... Item 5.02  Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Director; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory 
Arrangements of Certain Officers -- (b) On March 13, 2012, Terrence Paradie, Senior Vice President, Corporate Controller and 
Chief Accounting Officer of Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. (the “Company”), has agreed to assume a new role with the Company 
and will no longer be the principal accounting officer of the Company effective immediately.  (c) On March 13, 2012, the Company 
announced that Timothy K. Flanagan, age 34, will become the Vice President, Corporate Controller & Chief Accounting Officer of 
the Company effective immediately, and in that role will be the principal accounting officer of the Company. Mr. Flanagan was 
Assistant Corporate Controller since April 2011, served as the Director-Accounting from March 2010 to April 2011 and served as 
Director-Internal Audit from April 2008 to March 2010. Prior to joining Cliffs, Mr. Flanagan worked at international consulting firm 
Protiviti Inc. since 2003 in a variety of roles, most recently as a senior manager ...."  
http://ir.cliffsnaturalresources.com/secfiling.cfm?FilingID=1299933-12-678 

12 Mar 12 "The Ring of Fire is the opportunity this region needs, and Vic Fedeli hopes a recent trade mission gives local companies a leg up 
in the competition.  On Friday, the Nipissing MPP hosted a trade mission with seven local mining and manufacturing firms to the 
Ring of Fire chromite deposit near James Bay.  "This trip is to familiarize North Bay companies with the Ring of Fire and to make 
introductions," Fedeli said. "So they can see first hand the real need, what the challenges are and spur creativity as to what we 
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can do and what we can offer."  The mission included senior executives from Redpath, J.L. Richards, Stantec, Foraco, First North 
Enterprises and GAP.  With anywhere from 40 to 100 years of mining potential, Fedeli said he is trying to marry North Bay's 
expertise with what could become future employment for thousands.  Three principle companies - Cliffs Natural Resources, 
Noront Resources and KWG - have been exploring the site to better define what minerals are there.  "There right on the surface, 
a few feet under the bog, is one of the world's richest finds of chromite," Fedeli said, adding the mineral is necessary to make 
stainless steel.  Fedeli said they have also found nickel. "There is as much nickel down there today, as there is in Sudbury," he 
said.  "It opens up a whole lot of doors."  But he added there are numerous challenges, mainly the sites location.  "It is in the 
middle far North, there are no rail lines, no all season roads, no electricity, no network communications . . . there are a lot of 
challenges," he said.  "This is years of work."  Earlier this year a spokesperson with Cliffs said the company wanted to start an 
open-pit mine and concentrating plant, as well as a ferrochrome processing plant, by 2015.  With 70 mining manufacturing 
companies in Nipissing, Fedeli said this is "exactly the opportunity our community has been waiting for in the mining sector."  "We 
make everything from load haul dump units, all kinds of underground mining vehicles, we make explosives for mining, drill bits. 
We are a real centre of excellence for mining services." "  http://www.nugget.ca/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3497739 
 
"After getting back from his one-day trade mission to the Ring of Fire, Vic Fedeli remains optimistic about the area's potential.  "I 
brought mining companies from North Bay in (on Friday)," the Nipissing MPP said. "(The companies saw) the challenges of 
exploration, and ultimately production, there, but they also saw the opportunity. That was the sole purpose of the trip, to really 
give North Bay companies a good upper hand in seeing the facility, seeing the sites and being able to come back and be in a 
position to offer assistance to a company in the Ring of Fire."  Senior executives from First North Enterprises, Redpath, J.L. 
Richards, Stantec, GAP and Foraco accompanied Fedeli on the trade mission.  This was Fedeli's second visit to the Ring of Fire 
area -- his first was last August. This time around, he said, it was easier to get to Esker Camp in the James Bay Lowlands, where 
they stayed and where Noront Resources Ltd. centres its exploration.  "When we went up in the summer, it was a lot more 
complicated because you had to fly to the town of Webequie and then take a float plane from there into Esker. And then from 
there you'd take a helicopter into the base camp. But in the winter, they plow a runway right on Koper Lake. So (we) were able to 
just fly right directly into Koper Lake, land and then chopper in to the base camp. It was a little more convenient and a much 
quicker trip, but truly a reminder that every single thing you need needs to be flown in."  The Ring of Fire, which is about 500 km 
northeast of Thunder Bay, is located on First Nations homelands. There are more than 35,000 staked mining claims in the area, 
which holds chromite and precious minerals. Chromite is processed into ferrochrome, which is used to make stainless steel.  A 
hot topic during the mission, said Fedeli, was transportation.  "We had good discussions about rail or road. We had good 
discussions about a road that links the First Nations communities, and what that will do to benefit them on a social (level)."  He 
worries, though, that progress isn't being made fast enough.  A few weeks ago, Fedeli said development of the Ring of Fire has 
been delayed to 2016 from 2015. He blamed the provincial government and its Ring of Fire co-ordinator, Christine Kaszycki, 
saying she told him at a North Bay conference that she has never been to the site.  "Not enough (is being done). There's a lot of 
talk, a lot of bluster, but not a lot of activity. There are no firm decisions made between the government, the First Nations and the 
mining principals, if it's going to be a road or it's going to be rail.  "No questions are totally answered ... (there's) a lot of talk. I 
won't be surprised to hear more talk in the budget. Certainly there was talk in the throne speech. But again, between the talk and 
the action, there's not a lot happening. We're also very concerned about electricity prices," he added, specifically that prices are 
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on the rise and show no sign of slowing down, making Northern Ontario an unattractive place to build a smelter.  A Progressive 
Conservative government, said Fedeli, would take swift action to stop hydro prices from climbing even higher.  "Tim Hudak put a 
private member's bill in to cancel the FIT (Feed-In Tariff ) program. The FIT program is basically paying exorbitant fees for wind 
and solar producers and putting that power on the grid at a price consumers and businesses can't afford.  "As energy prices 
continue to rise and when the government continues to put expensive wind and solar on the grid, the auditor general told us a 
46% increase in two years is coming up on your hydro bill. That's certainly not the way to go. So that's what we would do 
immediately. It would halt the climb of hydro prices."  Once development on the Ring of Fire gets going, Fedeli said, Northern 
Ontario, and the First Nations people who live in the Ring of Fire region, will see huge benefits.  "When you look again at the 
amount of consumables that will be needed in the Ring of Fire if both mining principals go into production, as I expect they will ... 
is staggering. Most of those are made here in Northern Ontario. It bodes well for North Bay. It bodes well for the other mining 
communities in the North.  "I see skilled trade jobs, there's everything from building the road -- the logistics -- to transportation, to 
communications, the human relations aspect. All of those are going to need people, and those people can all come from the 
North." "  http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3498190 

 Letter to the editor:  "I'm writing in response to the article,"Bold Prediction" regarding the Ring of Fire mining boom. I appreciate 
Keith Hobbs's enthusiasm and certainly agree with him that Thunder Bay is the true capital of Northern Ontario, but the reality is 
that the Ring of Fire project will be another case of Southern Ontario taking resources out of the North and giving nothing back.  
Ontario produces about $10 billion worth of minerals per year. Why then are Northern taxpayers treated like second class 
citizens, forced to resort to begging for doctors and money for roads and bridges? I have zero confidence that there will be any 
provincial money put back into our area as a result of this project. I'll believe it when I see it.  (Signed) Carolyn Hudson, Kenora"  
http://www.tbnewswatch.com/opinion/195789/LETTER-Province-will-not-reinvest-Ring-of-Fire-profits-in-North 

 "Two major mine developments in Ontario’s remote James Bay Lowlands will result in spending of as much as $4 billion between 
now and 2016.  Both Cliffs Natural Resources and Noront Resources are undergoing environmental assessments and working 
toward feasibility studies.  Cliffs is proposing to spend upwards of $3 billion to develop its 100 per cent-owned Black Thor 
chromite deposit in anticipation of a production startup by 2015. A project description filed by the company in May of last year 
envisions two open pits, a concentrator, a 30 MW diesel power generating station and accommodations for up to 500 workers at 
the mine site itself .... Noront Resources is anticipating completion of a feasibility study for its Eagle’s Nest nickel-copper-PGE 
project by the end of March and hopes to be in production by 2016.  A pre-feasibility study conducted last year estimates proven 
and probable reserves of 11.1 million tonnes averaging 1.68% nickel, 0.87% copper, 0.89 g/t platinum and 3.09 g/t palladium. 
Noront estimates initial capital investment of $734 million .... All of these plans, of course, are subject to an environmental 
assessment .... The transportation corridor is one of the most contentious issues and will have to factor in the impact on the 
environment, as well as what’s best for the development of the Ring of Fire’s vast mineral wealth.  “The province has signalled 
that it’s interested in some form of public-private partnership for infrastructure development,” said Christine Kaszycki, associate 
deputy minister for the Ring of Fire Secretariat. “The shape of that relationship hasn’t been determined, but there is an interest in 
ensuring that we’re planning not just for these two mine developments, but for the longer term.”  An all-season transportation link 
to the Cliffs mine site makes sense given the volume of material to be shipped out. Cliffs estimates 50 to 100 truckloads a day 
with each truck carrying 70 tonnes of concentrate. The capital cost for an integrated transportation system, including an all-
weather road, would be $600 million, says Cliffs, but the company expects part of that to be picked up by other mining companies 
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and governments.  Junior miner KWG Resources has added to the range of options by proposing a $2 billion First Nation-owned 
rail line from Nakina to the Ring of Fire. KWG, which has a 30 per cent stake in Big Daddy, another chromite deposit along the 
same trend as Black Thor, wants Cliffs, its 70 per cent partner, to develop Big Daddy first.  Floating the prospect of a First Nation-
owned rail line is one way the junior miner hopes to leverage the support it needs to stay in the game.  Cliffs, in its project 
description, acknowledges that a rail line is an option, but concludes that it is “not economically viable at this time.” .... The 
location of the $1.8 billion ferrochrome processing facility is also hotly contested with Sudbury, Thunder Bay, Timmins and the 
municipality of Greenstone all vying for the prize. While Cliffs ferrochrome president Bill Boor identified Sudbury as “a technically 
feasible site” last year, he also warned that “at current provincial power rates, there isn’t a location in Ontario that is economically 
viable.”  Neighbouring provinces, namely Quebec and Manitoba, are also being considered, but Ontario is confident that a deal 
will be worked out.  “Our discussions to date have focused on ensuring that we’re clearly identifying the advantages that Ontario 
has to offer,” said Kaszycki. “To that end, we’ve had discussions around our competitive taxation environment, our labour force 
and our other competitive advantages, and ensuring that Cliffs is fully apprised of and factoring appropriately all of the current 
electricity incentives and cost reduction programs in effect.” "  http://www.sudburyminingsolutions.com/articles/News/03-12-Ring-
of-Fire.asp 

 "Noront Resources, a junior mining company working toward the development of its Eagle’s Nest nickel-copper-PGE deposit in 
Ontario’s Ring of Fire, is lending its support to a youth empowerment program for First Nation kids who could one day end up 
working for the company.  DAREarts, a charity that works with youth in challenging circumstances, began its relationship with 
Webequie four years ago when youth and elders from the First Nation community exposed to DAREarts programming at a Junior 
Ranger camp asked for help.  “There wasn’t any money in the budget for Webequie, but I couldn’t say no to them,” said DAREarts 
founder and president Marilyn Field. “I put in some of my own seed money for the first few years until we eventually found some 
funding.”  The organization uses the arts, including storytelling, photography, dance, drama and music, to help young people build 
confidence and leadership skills.  A DAREarts team visits Webequie once a year for between a week to three weeks at a time, 
usually in the fall “to set the kids up for success in the school year,” said Field.  “We have really seen the kids come out of their 
shells and express themselves. They have an immense talent. They have a lot to tell and a lot to give.”  Webequie is a 
challenging environment in which to grow up. It suffers from high youth suicide rates, prescription drug use, unemployment and 
isolation. High school means leaving home for Thunder Bay, 450 kilometres to the south.  The dropout rate is high, but in the 
DAREarts program this year, said Fields, “we had 27 kids on the first day and a month later we had 27 kids.”  Webequie youth 
want to modernize their community and find a balance between their traditions and the modern world, said Field. “They’re the 
generation that will have to do this. These kids want jobs and it’s up to us to help them find ways to bring employment to the 
community.” ...."  http://sudburyminingsolutions.com/articles/News/03-12-Noront-Resources.asp 

 ".... A couple of years ago, TDL Group was keen to put together a program for franchisees across Canada that would look at the 
recruitment and retention of Aboriginal groups .... The two-day training took place in November 2011 and involved about 15 
franchisees. It looked at the past, present and future, with a focus on Aboriginal history; how social, economic, cultural and 
political exclusionary practices affect today’s workplaces; and regional differences among the Aboriginal, Métis and Inuit Peoples 
.... The Mastering Aboriginal Inclusion workshops are meant to provide a business case for inclusion and teach tactics for 
engaging First Nations, Métis and Inuit workers.  “The whole idea of mastery is that you can actually master these competencies 
and strategies and, as you master them, your company will become an employer of choice in the war for talent,” said Kelly 
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Lendsay, president and CEO of the Aboriginal Human Resource Council in Saskatoon.  “Companies like McDonald’s, Loblaws, 
Tim Hortons… have stepped forward in their industry to say, ‘We see and want the Aboriginal market as a workforce, as 
customers and as partners. Let’s work together to make it happen.’ And so we connect communities with companies and we put 
together targets and measurement outcomes and then we help it unfold.”  A lot of the council’s training came out of research in 
the United States that looked at companies that were particularly successful with minorities, said Lendsay.  “One of the key 
drivers of change for a really good solid business case, what made a difference for the majority of companies, was management 
training,” he said. “Companies don’t just get better without some management education and training. It just doesn’t happen by 
osmosis.”  CEO commitment is also important, said Lendsay.  “That’s what employers liked about our approach — we brought 
both the social and economic to inclusion.”  Much of the training is based on a seven-stage inclusion continuum on which 
employers can track their progress. It starts with indifference (inclusion is not on the radar screen) and goes through intimidation 
(inclusion is a forced compliance) and image (inclusion is more about public relations) to reach initiation (inclusion is a business 
imperative), then incubation (inclusion is nurtured as a core competency), integration (inclusion is a catalyst for growth) and, 
finally, inclusion (inclusion is fully embraced as the cultural norm).  “For companies who really don’t know where to start, it’s an 
actual map of assessing where are you are today and how can you climb up that continuum to a company who is fully embracing 
Aboriginal inclusion as a cultural norm,” said Leanne Hall, vice-president of HR at Noront in Toronto.  The 75-employee mining 
company operates a project in northern Ontario that is surrounded by more than 15 First Nations communities and located on 
traditional First Nations lands. More than 7.5 per cent of Aboriginal Peoples are employed in mining, nearly double the rate for the 
overall workforce, she said, and the mining industry is anticipating a labour shortage of 112,000 people.  “(When) your closest 
neighbours are your Aboriginal partners, it becomes really critical to look at the business case for Aboriginal inclusion,” said Hall. 
“So to look at partnerships with the communities is first and foremost in our minds.”  Hall herself took the Mastering Aboriginal 
Inclusion workshop and said she found it informative and dynamic. Some of the key points included: 
• How to support a business case for Aboriginal inclusion. 
• How to develop strategies to recruit, train, mentor and retain Aboriginal Peoples. 
• How to position yourself as an employer of choice for Aboriginal talent. 
• How to adapt best practices to fit your particular workplace. 
“(The Aboriginal Human Resource Council is) very hands-on and they provide organizations with the tools and resources to really 
look at how they can, as a company, continue along with the Aboriginal continuum so, as a company, you can continually 
develop,” said Hall.  Noront is also a member of the council’s Leadership Circle, with companies meeting twice a year to discuss 
issues related to Aboriginal inclusion, including employment, training, retention, economic development and best practices.  And 
the training continues to evolve, with the council working on an online version that goes beyond managers and supervisors to 
reach time-strapped employees in all areas of the organization, because different parts of a company often progress in different 
ways, said Lendsay .... The company plans to roll out the program to other franchisees across the country later in 2012, he said, 
starting in the West where the company is seeing the greatest growth."  http://www.hrreporter.com/articleview/12544-aboriginal-
inclusion-focus-of-training 

11 Mar 12 "STATISTICS Canada confirmed a bleak reality Friday — unemployment remains a critical drag on Canada’s economy and its 
people. Thunder Bay showed a spark of life and its mayor figures unemployment will soon be a thing of the past.  Economists had 
predicted 15,000 jobs would be created nationally in February. Instead, 2,800 positions were lost. The unemployment rate 
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actually dropped to 7.4 per cent, but that’s because there were 37,900 fewer Canadians looking for work last month, many who’ve 
given up hope of finding a job for the time being .... A bright spot on the jobless front occurred in Thunder Bay where the 
unemployment rate shrank from 6.2 to 5.6 per cent. And if Mayor Keith Hobbs is right, by this time in 2017 there will be enough 
work for everyone in “the capital city of the Ring of Fire.”  Hobbs returned from the huge Prospectors and Developers Association 
of Canada conference in Toronto excited about the outlook for Thunder Bay. With a marked increase in mining exploration 
throughout the North, particularly in the ring of chromite and related metals west of James Bay, Hobbs says that within five to 
seven years anyone who wants to work in Thunder Bay will have a job, provided they train for it.  Hobbs said the mining 
community considers Thunder Bay to be a potential boom town. He said he told cabinet ministers at the conference that Thunder 
Bay is poised to be the capital of the North as mining sends transportation and support industry shafts south.  We hope he’s right. 
Thunder Bay needs an invigorating new lease on industrial life to take the place of its shrunken forestry base."  
http://www.chroniclejournal.com/editorial/daily_editorial/2012-03-11/thunder-bay-poised-jobs 

 Op-ed by Randy Hillier, Progressive Conservative MPP for Lanark-Frontenac- Lennox and Addington:  ".... McGuinty has been 
too preoccupied crafting regulations that now exceed over a half million. Rather than accepting the word of their beloved 
environmental advisers, McGuinty and his Liberal government should spend more time discovering Ontario for themselves. If they 
did, they might actually realize Ontario's true and vast natural resource wealth.  Northern Ontario is one of the richest mineral 
deposits on Earth. The Ring of Fire is home to one of the most valuable chromite deposits in the world and yet it remains virtually 
untouched. Ontario has some of the most expansive forests and we are strategically located in the heart of North America's 
largest market and transportation corridor. Yet we have entombed these resources and advantages within a legislative 
mausoleum of red tape.  Take the Far North Act for example. McGuinty passed the act in 2010 restricting development on 50 per 
cent of land in Ontario, cutting off an unknown amount of potential mining and forestry operations, new investment and wealth. 
This act alone has cost Ontario literally thousands of jobs. Our expensive energy policies and forestry legislation have created 
uncertainty and have all but felled our once profitable forestry industry .... Rooting out mythical bureaucratic efficiencies or 
accepting McGuinty's manifest destiny of an Ontario as a have-not province will not refuel or reignite our economy. Restoring 
economic freedoms, ending the nanny state and entrenching property rights will."  
http://www.calgaryherald.com/news/McGuinty+made+Ontario+land+mediocrity/6284293/story.html 

10 Mar 12 Northern Ontario Business Publisher Patricia Mills:  "@pmills2012  @VictorFedeli Ring of fire to northern Ontario is like oil to 
Newfoundland. The north will save Ontario economy!"  https://twitter.com/#!/NorontResources/statuses/181732846296244225 

9 Mar 12 "Talk is cheap to Thunder Bay Chamber of Commerce President Harold Wilson when it comes to the Ontario government's 
commitment to invest in the Far North.  Wilson was one of the organizers behind a January presentation in Thunder Bay that 
gathered some of the architects of Quebec's Plan Nord who outlined the province's blueprint for development in that region.  The 
invitation, extended to consultants from National Public Relations, was to discover what the plan was, where the parallels were 
with the Northern Ontario Growth Plan, and where the two plans diverge.  The presentation has gotten tongues wagging, 
especially in northwestern Ontario, when comparing and contrasting it with the growth plan.  While Quebec is forging ahead with 
an $80-billion provincial investment, Wilson said Ontario is lagging behind.  The impression he took away from the presentation is 
that Quebec Premier Jean Charest “articulated an end-state” in choosing where the province wanted to see sustainable economic 
development, and backed that up with a major public investment.  “In Ontario, we have not heard a similar vision for development 
for Northern Ontario and the Far North. We have not heard that from the premier on what the vision is.”  Quebec's Plan Nord is an 
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ambitious strategy to develop the province's 1.2 million square kilometres .... “We were given the Far North Act, so is that the end 
state,” said Wilson, “as opposed to something which is about sustainable development, jobs and investment?”  Wilson had hoped 
a government-organized Ring of Fire infrastructure conference held last summer in Thunder Bay would have provided some 
clarity on Queen's Park's development vision for the North. But Wilson said he, and some heads of industry, were sorely 
disappointed.  “When Paul Semple of Noront Resources asked if this is a public-private partnership, where's the public, that's 
where you heard the echoes.”  After two government-hosted Think Conferences in 2009 and 2011 – events that Wilson called 
“talk shops” – he said it's time to go “back to the beginning” to achieve consensus on the Northern development plan.  Mineral 
exploration companies spent $1 billion last year in Northern Ontario and companies are preparing to invest more on mine 
development across the region and in the Ring of Fire.The looming question is when will the Ontario government get on board?  
Paul Semple, chief operating officer of Noront, doesn't necessarily favour copying the Quebec plan, since a development strategy 
for Ontario needs to be judged on its own merit.  His company is set to wrap up a feasibility study on its Eagle's Nest nickel 
deposit in the Ring of Fire by late March. Semple said a degree of government buy-in is encouraging when his firm goes to the 
market to raise money.  The two biggest issues are transportation access and cheap power.  “Our perspective is that 
infrastructure of this scale should ultimately be owned by a combination of the province and the First Nation communities.”  
Noront would be a transportation user, but the “least likely candidate to be an owner” of the infrastructure.  Noront is prepared to 
invest in infrastructure, but Semple said it's not realistic to expect his company to pay the full freight.  “That's a tough pill for our 
shareholders. They don't expect us to invest in roads, they expect to invest in mines and produce nickel.”  Semple said a 
government funding commitment needs to happen shortly.  “We're trying to do a feasibility study and if we have a big unknown 
that's between 100 per cent and zero per cent of the infrastructure, that leaves a gap (in our study) that affects our ability to raise 
finances and attract investment to get the project going.”  Minister of Northern Development and Mines Rick Bartolucci was 
noncommital on a timetable for provincial investment.  “We're in discussion with Cliffs (Natural Resources) and those discussions 
are confidential. The operative thing here is there is a very proactive discussion taking place with the Ring of Fire.”  The 
province's Ring of Fire Coordinator, Christine Kaszycki, said Ontario is prepared to partner with industry on infrastructure 
spending.  “We continue to work with the companies and understand that there is some kind of opportunity for public-private 
partnership, but I can't be any more specific than that.” .... Cano said it’s difficult to compare Plan Nord with Ontario’s Northern 
Growth Plan, but she’s heard the concerns in Thunder Bay and said those can only be addressed with more conversation.  “The 
communities (in northwestern Ontario) are very determined. They understand what this opportunity means and they have a 
(chance) to take ownership, and in Quebec that’s what happened.”   http://www.northernontariobusiness.com/Industry-
News/mining/Quebec-s-Plan-Nord-provides-fodder-for-Northern-leaders.aspx 

8 Mar 12 'The expectations First Nations groups have about the fabulous wealth the Ring of Fire represents are welcome, Ontario's 
minister of Northern Development and Mines says.  But the government's focus, first and foremost, is keeping ferrochrome 
production in Ontario, Rick Bartolucci said Wednesday.  On Tuesday, Chief Eli Moonias, of Marten Falls First Nation, and Chief 
Sonny Gagnon, of Aroland First Nation, outlined to the Ontario government their position on mining development in their territory. 
High among their expectations is that Ring of Fire minerals extracted within First Nation territories are processed and refined in 
those territories .... Bartolucci said the province's role is to engage everyone in the negotiations. No matter how it unfolds, the 
Ring of Fire will have a dramatic impact on the north's economy, infrastructure, educational opportunities, social determinants and 
electricity grid, he said.  "Ontario is committed to developing the Ring of Fire project as quickly as possible and with regard to 
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environmental impacts and the needs of the aboriginal communities in the region," Bartolucci said.  These estimates do not 
include the substantial cost of transporting materials to market or, in Cliffs' case, first to a processing smelter."  
http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3495049 

 "Anyone in the region who wants to work will have a job over the next decade, says the city’s mayor.  Keith Hobbs recently 
returned from the Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada conference in Toronto that saw more than 30,000 
delegates attend.  People attending the conference expect more than 55,000 new mining jobs to be created in the region in the 
coming years.  “It is exciting times. I’m saying in five to seven years if anybody’s unemployed then they’re just lazy. That’s what 
we’re hearing. We’re hearing it from all of the mining companies that Thunder Bay is going to be a boom city,” Hobbs said 
Thursday afternoon.  While the actual mining will be done in other parts of the region, Hobbs said Thunder Bay will be a home 
base for those companies.  “We are going to be the capital city of the Ring of Fire and I told (Ontario mines minister) Mr. 
Bartolucci that we are the capital of the North, not Sudbury, and I’m going to keep hammering away at that message,” he said.  
Hobbs said he met with provincial ministers discussing everything from energy to housing as mining activity grows the region.  
Education to create more skilled labourers was also discussed.  “We’re already preparing for that but we need to do more,” he 
said."  http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/194940/Bold-prediction 

 "The ongoing dispute between Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI -Big Trout Lake) and the province made its way to Queen’s 
Park Wednesday when Kenora-Rainy River NDP MPP Sarah Campbell accused the Liberal government of failing to manage 
tensions between the First Nation and a mining company with plans to drill in the area.  “This government made changes to the 
Mining Act that were meant to assure First Nations that conflicts would be minimized and that they would be equal partners,” said 
the New Democrat in the legislature. “It’s clear that this has not been the case. Why does this government allow the escalation to 
continue on this issue and why won’t the minister (Rick Bartolucci, Minister of Northern Development and Mines) meet with Chief 
Donny Morris to work out a solution?”  Bartolucci, a long-time Liberal MPP representing Sudbury, announced in a Sunday release 
more than 23,000 square kilometres of land in the Big Trout Lake area has been withdrawn from prospecting and mine claims. 
However, Morris said Monday he hadn’t been consulted by the government and wasn’t even sure what lands are in question.  
The minister shifted the blame back to the community in the legislature Wednesday, saying the province has had an offer to meet 
with the First Nation sitting on the table for three years.  “We believe that it is very important that everyone — as this government 
does — understands its duty to consult, its duty to engage, to ensure that a First Nation community and a mining company come 
together so that there can be some commonality of purpose and opportunity,” he said.  Campbell shot back that God’s Lake 
Resources, a junior mining company preparing to drill in the region despite the protests of the community, was not included in the 
withdrawal order ...."  http://www.kenoradailyminerandnews.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3495381 
 
"An Anglican Bishop says a mining company is being “callous” by continuing its mining activity against a First Nations wishes.  
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug wants to stop God's Lake Resources from drilling for gold on its burial grounds.  The National 
Indigenous Anglican Bishop said the potential disruption of Anglican graves "intensifies" the Church's interest in the dispute.  But 
Mark MacDonald said the heart of his support is in respecting Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug's relationship with the land.  "That 
living relationship is sacred, one of the most cherished and valued parts of their beings," MacDonald said.  "It's part of moral 
development, knowing how to take care of that land, that's what it means to be a good human being" .... MacDonald said the 
mining company, and others in modern society, appear to have trouble grasping Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug's strong spiritual 
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attachment to their environment.  “Outsiders have a hard time understanding that conviction because the larger public has lost its 
connection with the environment around it," he said.  MacDonald took part in a Toronto rally in support of Kitchenuhmaykoosib on 
Tuesday.  The Anglican Church also wrote a letter to Ontario's premier, asking him to stop the mining activity and commit to joint 
consultation with the First Nation.  The December 2011 letter says the issue is a matter of "indigenous rights and, now, religious 
freedoms.”  http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/story/2012/03/08/tby-anglican-church-supports-ki.html 

 Hansard (Ontario Legislature):  "Mr. Norm Miller:  My question is for the Premier. Quebec’s Premier took the time to attend the 
prospectors and developers’ convention this week in Toronto. He outlined Plan Nord, a comprehensive 25-year plan that 
allocates $85 billion to develop the resources, people and opportunities for the people of northern Quebec. Some 30,000 people 
from all around the world attended this conference. Every hotel room in the city is booked this week. Premier, you didn’t even 
bother to show up. Why is it that the Premier of Quebec recognizes the importance of mining, but you don’t? 
 
Hon. Dalton McGuinty: Speaker, to the Minister of Northern Development and Mines. 
 
Hon. Rick Bartolucci: Well, thank you, Premier, for allowing me the opportunity to congratulate the Prospectors and Developers 
Association of Canada for hosting another incredible success story. Do you know what? They highlighted Ontario. In almost every 
delegation I went to, everybody spoke about the wonder that is Ontario when it comes to mineral development and mineral 
exploration. There is absolutely no question about it: Ontario is the choice for so many people around the world to invest money, 
to explore, to develop, to bring out the natural resources from underground so that everyone benefits from the incredible, 
incredible thing that is Ontario. 
 
Applause. 
 
The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Be seated, please. Supplementary. 
 
Mr. Norm Miller: Speaker, I have no idea what the minister just blabbered on about, but I would like to redirect my question back 
to the Premier. 
 
Premier, your approach to mining is sending mixed signals. This week, in the middle of the prospectors’ convention, you removed 
23,000 square kilometres of northwestern Ontario from exploration. When the De Beers diamond mine was about to open, you 
jacked up their tax rate. Mining companies are leaving Ontario because of your high energy cost. You are doing precious little, 
other than issue press releases, to help get the Ring of Fire discovery to an active mine. It’s no wonder that mining companies, 
that ranked Ontario as sixth in the world in 2003, now rank us as 25th.  Premier, how can you call Ontario open for business 
based on your— 
 
The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Thank you. 
 
Hon. Rick Bartolucci: Speaker, it amazes me that the critic for the Progressive Conservatives would say that supporting the 
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Ontario mining industry is blabbering. Well, let me blabber some more. We have 246 exploration companies exploring in Ontario; 
more than in Quebec. We have a value in exploration of $11 billion; more than in Quebec. We have exploration spending of $1.2 
billion; more than Quebec. We have 27 metal mines; more than Quebec. That’s why Ontario is the choice destination for 
exploration and development in the mineral industry, and I’m proud of that.  I’m ashamed of that member over— 
 
Applause. 
 
The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Be seated, please."  http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/house-
proceedings/house_detail.do?Date=2012-03-08&Parl=40&Sess=1&locale=en#P496_133234 

7 Mar 12 "KI Chief Morris goes to Sherman Lake to guard against GLR, calls on Minister Bartolucci to start negotiating - 
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI) –As over a hundred KI supporters rallied in Toronto, KI Chief Donny Morris travelled to the 
Sherman Lake site yesterday to guard against trespass by mining exploration company Gods Lake Resources (GLR).  The Chief 
is challenging the government of Ontario to avert an escalated conflict with the junior gold exploration company which insists on 
drilling on leases and claims in an area known to contain sacred burials and other KI cultural values.  Chief Morris posted a 
youtue video from the site today:  http://kilands.org/2012/03/06/chief-morris-is-at-sherman-lake-to-gaurd-against-glr/  “We are 
getting ready for the company that is coming to this territory,” said Chief Morris in the youtube video, the latest in his series of 
public statements from the remote community.  “Bartolucci, I’m here now so let’s start the negotiations, let’s sit down.”  On 
Sunday the Ontario government unilaterally withdrew 23,181 sq km of land in KI Homeland from mining exploration in response to 
KI’s longstanding decision to place a full moratorium on industry in our Indigenous Homeland.  However, the claims and leases at 
the heart of KI’s conflict with GLR are unaffected by ON’s move and the dispute over protection of our burials and sacred 
landscape remains unresolved.  The MNDM has indicated that GLR intends to access the site this month.  Both GLR and ON 
refuse to say what date the company plans to move its drill rig in, prompting KI to establish a reconnaissance presence at the 
site..  KI Chief Morris said in a Feb. 16 youtube video that his community was mobilizing and he feared that the situation would 
escalate.  In a March 1 news release GLR indicated that they are looking to hire private security for their drill program – a 
potentially explosive move.  “As a child this is where I grew up hunting with my family, and I’m here now on familiar ground,” said 
Chief Morris ...."  http://kilands.org/2012/03/06/chief-morris-goes-to-sherman-lake-to-gaurd-against-glr/ 
http://netnewsledger.com/2012/03/07/bartolucci-im-here-now-so-lets-start-the-negotiations-lets-sit-down-ki-chief-donny-morris  
 
"The chief of Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug is camping out at the First Nation's burial grounds this week to protect the land from 
a mining activity.  Donny Morris travelled to the site after God's Lake Resources announced it is about to start drilling for gold 
there.  The community posted a Youtube video of the chief at the site 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HO6LHL6seps&feature=youtu.be).  Morris said he's there to protect the land. The video was 
posted “just to let the public know that I'm here at the site now,” Morris said. “We're getting ready to be ready for the company that 
will be coming here to this territory.”  God's Lake Resources won't say when it plans to start drilling. The company was the target 
of a protest by KI members and supporters in Toronto on Tuesday."  http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-
bay/story/2012/03/07/tby-ki-chief-at-burial-site.html 

 "In front of the International Convention, Trade Show and Investors Exchange Mining Investment Show at the Metro Toronto 
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Convention Centre, a group of several dozen activists, protesters and First Nations individuals gathered in protest of Ontario 
Premier Dalton McGuinty allowing God’s Lake Resources (GLR) to go ahead with its mining activities on Native land.  
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI) is a community that is about 580 km (360 miles) north of Thunder Bay, Ontario and is close 
to nearly 74,000 acres.  It is one of the largest First Nations communities in the province with a population of more than 1,300.  
Band councillors, KI residents and officials, activists and environmental groups stated Tuesday that they are quite concerned over 
GLR’s plans to institute a 3,000-metre drill program on the land where many of the Native inhabitants say their ancestors are 
buried.  Demonstration organizers are hoping that Tuesday’s event will draw public awareness and support for their cause.  Many 
sported anti-mining signs, handed out flyers that contained information and shouted, “What part of no don’t you understand?” to 
GLR and the provincial government.  “I know today we’re here to say that we [KI] are still against mining, we still say no to mining, 
we still want to defend our lands, we still want to defend our ancestors on official resting grounds and hunting grounds,” said KI 
Band Councillor Cecilia Begg.  “We’re still asking the government to recognize we are a nation and we have a government and 
we have indigenous laws.”  Ontario Federation of Labour (OFL) President Sid Ryan told the crowd that the OFL “stands in 
solidarity with the KI nation” in their resistance against Premier Dalton McGuinty and Queen’s Park.  “We have a strong message 
to deliver today to the premier of this province and to Bartolucci: Keep in mind that when previous governments that went out to 
sacred lands of indigenous people of this country you didn’t like the outcome of what happened in those situations,” stated Ryan.  
At the end of the rally, the protesters began a flash mob where they danced – waving their index finger and mimicking shovelling 
...."  https://www.examiner.com/headlines-in-toronto/ki-natives-protest-dalton-mcguinty-glr-mining-sacred-burial-grounds 
 
".... Listen to speeches from Tuesday’s rally across the street from the Metro Convention Centre in Toronto.  Speakers included 
KI Councilor Cecilia Begg (of the KI6 jailed leaders), KI Councilor Randy Nanokeesic, Steven Chapman - KI Lands and 
Environment Unit, Maryam Adrangi - Council of Canadians,  Sid Ryan - Ontario Federation of  Labour, Ramsay Hart - Mining 
Watch, Shane Moffat - Greenpeace, Krisna Saravanamuttu - Canadian Federation of Students, and Syed Hussan - Toronto KI 
Support Network.  From the press release:  Leaders from Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI) Indigenous Nation will be in 
Toronto next week protesting at the world’s leading mining exploration Convention (PDAC) to insist that mining company God’s 
Lake Resources Inc. (GLR) stop prospecting for gold on sacred burial grounds in the KI Homeland in northwestern Ontario.  
Mining Minister Bartolucci has indicated that GLR plans to explore on KI Homeland this month.  KI gained national attention in 
2008 when six of its leaders were jailed for opposing mining company Platinex.  Major unions and NGOs are joining forces with KI 
Indigenous Nation to insist that mining Minister Bartoluccui stop exploration on KI's land before Ontario taxpayers have to foot the 
bill.  In 2009, Platinex received $5-million plus mediation for ceding their claim to KI Lands ...."  
http://rabble.ca/podcasts/shows/john-bonnar-audio-blog/2012/03/ki-indigenous-nation-tells-mining-company-stop-prospec 

 "The Drummond Report:  What Miners Need to Know":  ".... Increased Mining Taxes and User Fees - The Drummond Report 
recommends that Ontario: scrap the resource tax credit, review the mining tax system to ensure Ontario is appropriately 
compensated, and charge mines for any water used. Business taxes in Ontario have been significantly reduced and tax credits 
and reduced mining taxes are no longer necessary to encourage investment. Charging for water withdrawals could raise 
significant revenue and would encourage water conservation. However, the increased costs from these taxes and fees on the 
mining industry could be substantial. The Drummond Report also recommends that Ontario consider additional mining taxes 
dedicated for Aboriginal development if mining companies do not fund Aboriginal peoples’ economic participation in the “Ring of 

https://www.examiner.com/headlines-in-toronto/ki-natives-protest-dalton-mcguinty-glr-mining-sacred-burial-grounds
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Fire”. 
 
Government Should Recover the Full Cost of Resource Licensing - The Drummond Report recommends that the Ministry of the 
Environment (the “MOE”) and the Ministry of Natural Resources (the “MNR”) raise fees to fully recover the review and 
administration costs of environmental, land use, and resource licensing. While this is not likely to be problem for the MOE, it isn’t 
clear if this can be accomplished for approvals under MNR’s Public Lands Act (the “PLA”) for mine related infrastructure 
approvals such as roads and transmission lines. 
 
Risk-Based Environmental and Natural Resource Approvals - While the MOE is already moving to a risk-based approvals system, 
MNR’s approvals continue to be based on policies developed under the PLA. Unlike environmental permitting or municipal land 
use decision-making, there isn’t a wide body of experience for establishing risk-based policies or approvals under the PLA. Acting 
on this recommendation will be challenging for MNR. 
 
One Project, One Environmental Assessment - The Drummond Report recommends that there should be only one environmental 
assessment per project with no duplication between the Federal and Provincial governments. As with current renewable energy 
approvals, environmental assessments should facilitate development by addressing the other approvals mines require such as 
roads and transmission lines. A consolidated environmental assessment process could create a win-win for miners and 
environmentalists by trading minimum environmental standards for mines (good for enviros) for an expedited process that lets 
mining companies get all the permits they need fast (good for miners). Though not mentioned in the Drummond Report, the 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment used for municipal infrastructure could also serve as a useful model that provides for 
the integration of Planning Act and Environmental Assessment Act approvals provided consistent notice and analytical processes 
are followed. 
 
In our February 9th posting, we discussed how a “one-stop-shop” approach for mining projects could significantly speed project 
development while increasing environmental protection but would require significant coordination between government ministries. 
The challenge for the MNR will be to establish objective, science based principles for issuing approvals ...."  
http://www.jdsupra.com/post/documentViewer.aspx?fid=d329085f-e746-4eb8-b29d-ed0ba3761784 

 Hansard (Ontario):  "Ms. Sarah Campbell: To the Minister of Northern Development and Mines: Members of KI First Nation are 
here again today to fight for their rights, as this government has failed to respect the moratorium on KI land. God’s Lake 
Resources has refused to stop exploration on KI’s traditional land, and they’re set to start drilling at any time.  This government 
made changes to the Mining Act that were meant to assure First Nations that conflicts would be minimized and that they would be 
equal partners. It’s clear that this has not been the case. Why does this government allow the escalation of tension to continue on 
this issue, and why won’t the minister meet with Chief Donny Morris to work out a solution? 
 
Hon. Rick Bartolucci: Nothing can be farther from the truth than that—what was said in the form of a question. Over the course of 
the last three years, our ministry people asked to meet with the KI community to talk about those issues. To date, that request has 
not been answered. But, because we understand the sensitivity within that particular area, we withdrew those lands from 

http://www.jdsupra.com/post/documentViewer.aspx?fid=d329085f-e746-4eb8-b29d-ed0ba3761784
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exploration and development.  We believe that it is very, very important that everyone, as this government does, understands its 
duty to consult, its duty to engage, to ensure that a First Nations community and a mining company come together so that there 
can be some commonality of purpose and— 
 
The Speaker (Hon. Dave Levac): Thank you. Supplementary? 
 
Ms. Sarah Campbell: It’s true that over the weekend the government removed land from development, but it failed to deal with the 
most pressing issue, which is God’s Lake Resources that is scheduled to start drilling soon.  Not long after members of KI were 
thrown in jail for standing up for their community, this government promised a Mining Act that would respect First Nations, but 
drilling is still being planned on sacred burial sites.  I will ask again: Why does this government allow the escalation of tension to 
continue on this issue, and why won’t the minister meet with Chief Donny Morris to work out a solution? 
 
Hon. Rick Bartolucci: I’m not going to repeat what I said, but we have been, for the last three years, trying to get a meeting with 
the community so that we can talk about their concerns. That offer is still on the table.  But let me tell you: We are doing anything 
but raising the temperature; in fact, we are lowering the temperature to ensure that that type of negotiation can take place. Our 
modernization of the Mining Act clearly indicates that we support the Supreme Court of Canada’s rulings that there must be a duty 
to consult. There has to be also a reciprocal duty to respond.  We understand the importance of dialogue, of discussion, because 
we want to ensure that everyone maximizes the opportunities there are with regard to mineral exploration and development."  
http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/house-proceedings/house_detail.do?Date=2012-03-07&Parl=40&Sess=1&locale=en#P468_126423 

 "Mr. Victor Fedeli: The growth plan for northern Ontario, established under Ontario’s Places to Grow Act, is quite simply a failure. 
Despite noting that North Bay, Sudbury, Timmins, Sault Ste. Marie and Thunder Bay are economic hubs that benefit all of 
northern Ontario, and that half of northerners live in these five cities, only two, Sudbury and Thunder Bay, have been designated 
as growth plan pilot site regional planning areas and have received provincial funding to develop regional economic plans.  The 
city of North Bay unanimously passed resolution 2011-816, which resolves that “the province, through the Minister of Northern 
Development and Mines, … immediately designate all five cities in northern Ontario as anchors and growth plan ... sites for their 
respective regional economic planning areas, thereby enabling the cities of North Bay, Sault Ste. Marie and Timmins to serve the 
same growth plan role in their respective regions as Thunder Bay and the city of Greater Sudbury....”  It further urges the minister 
to provide the necessary resources and support for Timmins, North Bay and Sault Ste. Marie to develop regional economic plans.  
We need growth and funding support for all northern Ontario, not just in the ridings of the minister and his predecessor."  
http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/house-proceedings/house_detail.do?Date=2012-03-07&Parl=40&Sess=1&locale=en#P635_169521 

 "Alan Spacek, president of the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM), attended the Ontario Good Roads 
Association/Rural Ontario Municipal Association annual meeting, to meet with several ministers regarding northern issues.  
“There were a lot of meetings that I attended to discuss some of the main concerns of FONOM,” said Mr. Spacek. “The main 
areas of concern for FONOM, and many others across the north, is needing a more competitive energy rate, working on finding a 
balance in regards to the caribou plan and looking at energy pricing and transmission.”  In a meeting with Rick Bartolucci, Minister 
of Northern Development and Mines, Mr. Spacek said the key focus was on power cost and ensuring that there is a competitive 
industrial energy rate.  “Energy is a huge cost for industry such as Spruce Falls and that is replicated across the north where 
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companies are leaving or not even looking at coming here due to the high cost,” said Mr. Spacek. “We need to think of the 
economic development these big industries could create in the north such as mining and the ring of fire, and work on getting a 
competitive rate.” .... In regards to energy pricing and transmission infrastructure, Mr. Spacek also met with Minister of Energy, 
Chris Bentley.  “We cannot build more power dams because there is not enough power to supply them,” explained Mr. Spacek. 
“This is of great concern if we want to sustain and create new jobs. We need to increase the capacity and this is the same all over 
the north. We have met with our sister organization the Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association and are working on common 
concerns and developing positions together.”  Mr. Spacek added that energy pricing and transmission and resource sharing is 
something that both groups want to work on with a third party, First Nations.  “We feel it would be beneficial to work with the First 
Nations and we have had casual conversations with them so far,” added Mr. Spacek. “It would be ideal to have FONOM, NOMA, 
and the First Nations join together for a three-party structure for all discussions."  
http://www.kapuskasingtimes.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3494016 

 Editorial:  ".... Morally and legally, miners must negotiate with first nations to include them in employment and a share of revenue. 
Many band councils have done that and others are in talks. But KI is among a handful of bands that continue to resist the 
opportunities that are already coming from this new mining exploration boom.  Garry Clark, head of the Ontario Prospectors 
Association, calls the removal of 25,000 square kilometres of highly promising mineral land “worrisome” and wonders if the 
government’s decision sets a precedent involving other first nations that might be unable to reach agreements with mining 
concerns.  We sincerely hope that does not happen. Northern Ontario is desperate for new economic development and mining is 
enjoying a brand new boom across the region. Every community, first nations included — KI included — stands to reap benefits. 
Environmental and wildlife safeguards are built into the provincial process which can and must work for Northerners and miners 
alike."  http://www.chroniclejournal.com/editorial/daily_editorial/2012-03-07/ki-%E2%80%98wins%E2%80%99-
mining%E2%80%99s-loss 

 Letter to the editor:  "Once again the Government of Ontario has failed the people of Ontario and has failed the only industry in 
the province that is still (?) viable enough the drag the province out of its economic tailspin. The problems with KI are not so great 
that Premier Dalton McGuinty has to use a club of this proportion to appease the handful, and it is a handful, of KI squeaky 
wheels.  While generally the area still has to be explored, we know enough of the area to indicate that the mineral potential is 
conducive to exploration. This is based on the magnetic characteristics of the rocks as well as the geology of the area. The 
potential for deposits of gold, base metals, copper, nickel and the platinum group metals to be found within the area withdrawn 
from staking is very high. The development of these Ontario resources would have benefited the entire province; now these 
potential resources have been removed from the economy of the province to the detriment of all.  What would the people living in 
the Toronto-centered area say if the government did not allow any exploration or development of any kind in an area equivalent to 
the KI withdrawal centered over Toronto? If it was centered on the Thunder Bay area, and depended on how the area was 
positioned, there would have been no silver mines that opened up the hinterland, no economic spin-offs from the silver mines, no 
Lac des Iles Mine and all the wealth it generates, no lead-zinc mines in the Dorion area, no Shebandowan mine, no gold 
exploration in the area, and the activity generated by the Magma Metals deposit just northeast of the city would not exist. There 
would be no gold mining in Beardmore and no Mattabi Mine at Sturgeon Lake.  Our standard of living depends on mining. 
Everything we do and use depends on mining. Mining generally has always abided by the rules and regulations of the day; today 
these rules and regulations are more stringent and the mining sector has abided by them. Mining these days is a very high-tech 
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industry generating enormous new wealth with complete respect for the environment.  However, this gross mismanagement of 
Ontario resources is further incentive to actually conduct mineral exploration in a Third World country rather than wait for 
McGuinty to create one here.  (signed) John Scott, Thunder Bay Geological Services"  
http://www.chroniclejournal.com/editorial/letters/2012-03-07/gov%E2%80%99t-fails-mining 

 "An expert in aboriginal law says that, until the province changes the Mining Act, First Nations communities and mining 
companies will continue to be at odds.  Rachel Ariss is an assistant professor at the University of Ontario Institute of Technology 
in Oshawa.  She said Ontario currently allows mining companies to stake claims on crown land without consulting First Nations. 
Ariss noted that "free-entry" system conflicts with Treaty rights.  “It's not about compromise, it's about change,” Ariss said. 
“Ontario has to get rid of free-entry … so that it doesn't privilege what mining companies do.”  The provincial government recently 
banned new mining activity on a large tract of land near Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug First Nation.  But Ariss said that's not 
enough to resolve existing disputes between First Nations and mining companies.  "Basically, Ontario and mining companies see 
the north... one vast potential mine,” she said. “And that's how it's been treated basically ever since the mining act came into 
operation in the late 1800s. First Nations communities have different visions for their land.”  Ariss is the author of a soon-to-be 
released book on a previous dispute between KI and the company Platinex. It's called Keeping the Land: Kitchenuhmaykoosib 
Inninuwug, Reconciliation and Canadian Law."  http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/story/2012/03/07/tby-author-on-first-
nation-mining.html 

 Hansard (Ontario):  "FAR NORTH REPEAL ACT, 2012 / 
LOI DE 2012 ABROGEANT 
LA LOI SUR LE GRAND NORD 
 
Mr. Norm Miller moved first reading of the following bill: 
 
Bill 44, An Act to repeal the Far North Act, 2010 and to make consequential amendments to other Acts / Projet de loi 44, Loi 
abrogeant la Loi de 2010 sur le Grand Nord et apportant des modifications corrélatives à d’autres lois. 
 
The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Shall the bill be read for the first time? Agreed. 
 
First reading agreed to. 
 
The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): Mr. Miller for a short statement. 
 
Mr. Norm Miller: Mr. Speaker, northern Ontario is being negatively affected by the Far North Act. First Nations are opposed to the 
bill. Many northern communities are opposed to the bill. Northerners want to see jobs and prosperity in the north. Repealing the 
Far North Act will help to open the north for economic activity and for job creation, and that’s why I brought this bill forward."  
http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/house-proceedings/house_detail.do?Date=2012-03-07&Parl=40&Sess=1&locale=en#PARA643 
 
Bill 44 information 
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http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/bills/bills_detail.do?locale=en&BillID=2589&detailPage=bills_detail_the_bill&Intranet= 
 
 
"A private member’s bill calling for the creation of a Northern Committee made up of all MPPs with ridings north of the French 
River passed second reading on March 1.  Timiskaming/Cochrane MPP, John Vanthof, who tabled the motion in Queen’s Park on 
Feb. 27, said the purpose of the proposed committee was to “bring a reality check” to how legislation would effect Northern 
Ontario.  “We need to know if proposed legislation is going to work up here,” Vanthof told the News. “We’re always hearing about 
legislation that will be beneficial but when it has passed third reading it doesn’t look anything like we were told. Things look good 
on paper but they don’t work on the ground in Northern Ontario.”  Under Vanthof’s motion, after second reading of any bill, a bill’s 
committee chair would have the option of referring it to the Northern Committee for comment.  “We’re not asking for a veto, but for 
a chance to impact legislation to ensure it fits in the North,” Vanthof said. “This is something we, as northerners want. Now that 
the motion has passed, it is the will of the legislature and we have to work to make it the will of the governing party.”  To that end 
New Democrat Vanthof is hoping municipalities and other vested interest northern groups get on the bandwagon in lobbying the 
provincial government to have the motion moved into legislative committee ...."  http://www.northbaynipissing.com/2012/03/private-members-
bill-a-moral-victory-for-northern-mpp/ 

6 Mar 12 "Today, Chief Eli Moonias of Marten Falls First Nation and Chief Sonny Gagnon of Aroland First Nation outlined to the Ontario 
government their position on mining development in their Territory.  Chief Moonias and Chief Gagnon are founding members of 
the North-South Alliance.  The two Chiefs are in Toronto to monitor Ring of Fire related activity at the Prospector & Developers 
Association of Canada (PDAC) International Convention, Trade Show & Investors Exchange.  The Ring of Fire mineral deposit is 
located within First Nations homelands in Northern Ontario. Currently there are over 35,000 staked mining claims in the area. The 
majority of claims are staked in the Ring of Fire area which holds immeasurable wealth in the form of chromite and precious 
minerals with tonnage that can potentially drive Ontario’s economy for decades.  Chief Sonny Gagnon stated, “Communities in 
the First Nations Territory are not opposed to developments such as the Ring of Fire in their territory.  However, our communities 
are opposed to developments which do not fully involve our members in the decision making process, which do not minimize 
environmental impacts and which fail to provide a future for our children, grandchildren and great grand children.”  Chief Moonias 
summarized the position of the two communities on the future of sustainable development within the region: 
• The First Nations want a Negotiated Joint Panel Review EA Process for both the Cliffs and Noront projects. This will ensure that 
the environmental assessment is not fast-tracked like the tar sands project in Alberta. 
• The communities believe that the consultation process being advanced by Cliffs and Noront, the main players in the Ring of 
Fire, is inadequate to address the significant changes and challenges that their development will create. 
• Marten Falls First Nation and Aroland First Nation are committed to working with other interests, including area First Nations and 
municipalities, such as Greenstone, etc. 
• Adequate attention must be paid to the environment, to minimize the impact of development on the communities and the 
Territory.   
As part of the government-to-government negotiations, the communities expect the Governments of Canada and Ontario to: 
• Acknowledge and support their position that, if Ring of Fire minerals are to be extracted within First Nation Territories, then 
processing/refining must occur in the Territory.   
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• That Exton Siding adjacent to Aroland First Nation is the preferred location for the refining smelter. This location is also 
supported by the Municipality of Greenstone who are working cooperatively with First Nations. The First Nations believe that this 
option should be assessed within the environmental assessment process. 
• Work with the communities to develop a road corridor to the Ring of Fire in accordance with the road alignment study and 
planning initiative advanced by Marten Falls before the Ring of Fire existed. This route would eliminate a bridge over the Ogoki 
River, avoiding passage through a provincial waterway park, and supply community benefits. 
• Support Matawa communities and other First Nations in their initiative to build and own a North-South power line along the east 
side of Lake Nipigon. This will supply power to the refinery and ensure connection of the remote communities to the electricity 
grid. 
“We expect that the governments and industry, along with the First Nations and municipalities will begin to chart a course, through 
partnership,” concluded Chief Moonias and Chief Gagnon. “The First Nations do not expect to be on the sidelines and treated as 
‘stakeholders’. If we cannot benefit from these developments, there will be no development.” ...."  
http://www.huffstrategy.com/MediaManager/release/Marten-Falls-First-Nation-Aroland-First-Nation/6-3-12/Alliance-formed-
between-Aroland-and-Marten-Falls-First-Nations-to/2477.html or http://www.sootoday.com/content/news/details.asp?c=39864 or 
http://www.republicofmining.com/2012/03/05/news-release-ring-of-fire-agreement-at-pdac-2012/ or 
http://www.karinahunter.com/?p=35737  
 
"A $1.8-billion ferrochrome processing facility and the 500 jobs it will create won't be located in Sudbury if native leaders from 
northwestern Ontario have their way.  The chiefs of the Marten Falls and Aroland First Nations say the plant - and others like it 
built to process minerals from the Ring of Fire area - should be located on their territories.  It was one of a list of demands Chief 
Eli Moonias of Marten Falls First Nation and Chief Sonny Gagnon of Aroland First Nation made public Tuesday during a press 
conference in Toronto.  The two chiefs are in Toronto to monitor Ring of Fire related activity at the Prospector & Developers 
Association of Canada International Convention, Trade Show & Investors Exchange.  Moonias and Gagnon said native groups 
want a greater say in how the Ring of Fire is developed.  "Communities in the First Nations Territory are not opposed to 
developments such as the Ring of Fire in their territory," Gagnon said in a release. "However, our communities are opposed to 
developments which do not fully involve our members in the decision-making process, which do not minimize environmental 
impacts and which fail to provide a future for our children, grandchildren and great grand children."  Cliffs Natural Resources of 
Cleveland has said it wants to ship chromite - used to harden steel - from its Black Thor deposit in northwestern Ontario to the 
plant. It has identified a spot near Capreol as a possible location for the ferrochrome processing facility, which would create up to 
500 jobs.  However, Cliffs is looking at other possible sites - including Timmins - but has also warned it may not locate the plant in 
Ontario because of the province's high energy costs.  Cliffs said it would also create hundreds of jobs at the Black Thor mine site 
and processing facilities.  The company said it would cost as much as $3 billion to develop the project.  Cliffs and Noront are the 
main players in the Ring of Fire, but the chiefs say the companies are not properly consulting with natives on the "significant 
changes and challenges that their development will create." ...."  http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3493011 
 
Hansard (Ontario):  "Mr. Gilles Bisson: On a point of order: I’m sure that the Speaker would want to know that we have some 
distinguished visitors from northwestern and northeastern Ontario.  We have with us Chief Sonny Gagnon; Chief Elijah Moonias 

http://www.huffstrategy.com/MediaManager/release/Marten-Falls-First-Nation-Aroland-First-Nation/6-3-12/Alliance-formed-
http://www.sootoday.com/content/news/details.asp?c=39864
http://www.republicofmining.com/2012/03/05/news-release-ring-of-fire-agreement-at-pdac-2012/
http://www.karinahunter.com/?p=35737
http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3493011


The Ring of Fire News blog shares public information in accordance with the Fair Dealing provisions (§29) of the Copyright Act, and is not responsible for the 
accuracy of the original material. Inclusion of material or sources here should not imply endorsement or otherwise by the Ring of Fire News blog. 

41 

from the reserve of Marten Falls; Roger Wesley, Chief of Constance Lake, along with Raymond Ferris, who’s from Constance 
Lake but is with Nishnawbe Aski as the Ring of Fire coordinator; and Renald Beaulieu, who’s the mayor of Greenstone. Leading 
up the back of the pack is Bobby Narcisse, but don’t be kidded: He’s the guy with all the power. We’d like to welcome all of you. 
 
The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Julia Munro): While it’s not a point of order, we welcome you here today. 
 
Mr. Gilles Bisson: Madam Speaker, it might not have been a point of order, but it was a matter of interest."  
http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/house-proceedings/house_detail.do?Date=2012-03-06&Parl=40&Sess=1&locale=en 

 
 

"As representatives of the province and various mining companies participate in the annual Prospectors and Developers 
Association of Canada conference this week in Toronto, First Nations continue to wait for dialogue regarding their treaty and 
traditional territories.  The Anishinabek Nation Grand Council Chief Patrick Madahbee called on the Ontario government to make 
the first move. "The Ontario government is aware that First Nation territories expand beyond reserves," says Madahbee. "In fact, 
most of Ontario is subject to First Nation treaty and traditional lands."  "I've spoken with a few Chiefs about mining, forestry and 
other sectors, and what most First Nations are asking for is mutual respect," Madahbee continued. "There's nothing stopping a 
CEO of any company, or the Minister of any ministry for that matter, from picking up the phone and calling a First Nation to do 
business in an open process, that's what consultation is about, it's about inclusion from the beginning stages."  In January 2012, 
the Wahgoshig First Nation was granted an injunction over mining activities by the Solid Gold mining company. The Ontario 
Superior Court noted that Solid Gold had begun drilling and exploration but failed to consult the First Nation. From the court 
ruling: "The duty to consult and accommodate, which is at the heart of this injunction motion resides in the honour of the Crown.  
While the Crown may delegate operational aspects of the duty to third parties, such as Solid Gold, the Crown bears the ultimate 
legal responsibility to see that the duty is fulfilled."  "I think the most difficult things only become difficult from a lack of proper 
dialogue. Misconceptions happen all the time and it usually happens when one or more parties fail to engage or a 
miscommunication somewhere down the line." Madahbee concluded, "First Nations will protect their traditional lands but we're 
optimistic that the Ontario government will uphold its fiduciary and treaty responsibilities to consult and accommodate." ...."  
http://www.newswire.ca/en/story/933023/first-nations-seeking-dialogue-with-mining-companies-madahbee 

 "Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug First Nation Chief Donny Morris says his community needs time to ponder the province’s move 
to make a huge tract of land north of the reserve off-limits to mining.  "For something of this size, it’s an historical event,” Morris 
said Monday from Big Trout Lake, a fly-in community of 1,300 Oji-Cree located 500 kilometres north of Thunder Bay.  In a 
surprise announcement Sunday, Northern Development and Mines Minister Rick Bartolucci excluded from mining 23,000 square 
kilometres of KI traditional territory “to give clarity to the province's mineral exploration industry and avoid future disagreements 
over the land in question.”  In 2009, the Ontario government paid Toronto-based exploration company Platinex $5 million, plus 
options for future royalties, when the company agreed to stop exploring south of the KI community. 
Morris said the 23,000-square-kilometre tract — about four times the size of Prince Edward Island and a known caribou migration 
route — has been the subject of ongoing discussions between the band and the province since 2001.  Morris said he was 
mystified that Bartolucci didn’t give any notice about Sunday’s announcement.  “We don’t do business on Sunday,” Morris said.  
Adrian Kupesic, a spokesman for Bartolucci’s office, said the ministry had attempted to contact Morris and the band to tell them 
that an announcement was imminent.  Morris noted the tract doesn’t include the Crown land area around a former gold mine 
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being explored by Toronto-based Gods Lake Resources.  The boundaries of the tract need to hammered out, said Morris.  “So we 
challenge (Bartolucci) to come to our community and sit down with us to discuss the boundaries.”  Ontario Prospectors 
Association executive director Garry Clark said Sunday’s announcement was still sinking in.  “It is a bit worrisome because it’s 
such a huge area,” Clark said Monday. “Isn’t that five per cent of the Far North?”  Though the land being set aside is huge, Morris 
said he doubted the decision by the province will open the door to similar requests by other remote First Nations.  “Probably not,” 
said Morris. “We are the ones that are going this route.”  Sunday’s decision doesn’t mean that KI will never entertain allowing 
mining to take place in the set-aside area, Morris added.  Kupesic said requests from First Nations are considered “on a case-by-
case basis.”  In a news release, the province noted that relationships between First Nations and exploration companies have 
improved over the past decade.  “Since 1999, in Ontario, First Nations and industry have signed over 90 mineral development 
benefit agreements,” the release said."  http://www.chroniclejournal.com/content/news/local/2012/03/06/government-move-
surprises-ki 
 
"Removing Crown land from mineral exploration does nothing to resolve a territorial dispute between a junior mining company 
and a remote First Nation community in northwestern Ontario, said the band chief.  Donny Morris fails to see how the provincial 
withdrawal of 23,181 square kilometres of land in the vicinity of Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (K.I.) addresses their demand for 
a halt on gold exploration by God's Lake Resources.  “This where we keep harping on the government, this is where consultation 
comes in, so where exactly are these lands that are withdrawn?”  While the Ontario government heralded it as a step to 
addressing the impasse, Morris called it “a smokescreen” that sends out the wrong message.  The disputed area where the 
exploration firm is working is 83 kilometres north of the village of 1,300.  One of the company's claims are on the Morris family 
trap line, which is also considered a sacred birthplace and gravesite.  The government maintains the land being withdrawn is 
based on information provided by K.I. in the past, and should provide “clarity” to industry and avoid future conflicts.  The 
announcement likely was made as a pre-emptive move in advance of a planned community protest this week outside of the 
Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada's (PDAC) annual show in Toronto.  The timing of the release was not lost on 
Morris.  “They thought I was in Toronto, but I'm here at home enjoying a cup of coffee,” said a chuckling Morris on Monday 
morning.  The junior miner's claims in the area are not impacted by the withdrawal.  According to its website, God's Lake 
Resources has one block of 16 leased claims at its Sherman Lake gold project, 400 kilometres north of Red Lake.  The Toronto 
miner has plans for a 3,000-metre drill program for the upcoming field season. A former mine nearby produced 56,562 ounces of 
gold over a four-year span until it closed in 1941.  God's Lake said there are several untested targets near the old mine site.  
Company president Ed Ludwig declined a request for an interview, adding he would issue a statement after the PDAC. But last 
October, he called the community's accusations “reckless,” adding all correspondence addressed to chief and council requesting 
consultation have contained responses with “politically charged rhetoric.”  Morris said negotiations with the province broke off 
Nov. 14 after community leaders felt they were making no headway in talks with deputy ministers from Northern Development and 
Mines, Natural Resources and Aboriginal Affairs.  A ministry official with knowledge of the negotiations and the land withdrawal 
was not immediately made available for comment.  In a March 4 statement, Minister of Northern Development and Mines Rick 
Bartolucci said the government wants all parties to benefit from mining .... In a YouTube video posted in February, Morris warned 
the OPP that protests could escalate this winter at the God's Lake drill site if the province didn't call a halt to exploration until a 
community land-use planning process is complete.  “We had given them (God's Lake Resources) an eviction notice and we want 
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them (the OPP) to enforce it, if not, we'll be over there.”  Morris wants the company to walk away from the project with the option 
of returning in two years when the planning process is complete ....  “Do it now so it's not an extravagant number in the future.” "  
http://www.northernontariobusiness.com/Around-the-North/120305/Land-withdrawal-does-not-quell-First-Nation-dispute.aspx 
 
"A decision by the province to withdraw more than 23,000 kilometres of lands near Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI -Big Trout 
Lake) from prospecting and mine staking is being met with skepticism from the community that says it wasn’t consulted prior to 
Sunday’s announcement.  The Ministry of Northern Development and Mines issued a release Sunday morning saying 23,181 
square kilometres of land in the vicinity of the First Nation has been withdrawn from claim staking “to give clarity to the province’s 
mineral exploration industry and avoid disagreements over the land in question” but Chief Donny Morris questioned the timing 
and said he wasn’t contacted by the ministry before the announcement came down.  “I’m trying to grasp the whole idea, too,” he 
said. “Why Sunday? And I think if you’re going to give out a statement like that, shouldn’t we be sitting down together? It’s kind of 
a historical event, shouldn’t we be signing off?”  The announcement came on the first day of the Prospectors and Developers 
Association of Canada’s annual international convention, trade show and investors exchange in Toronto which runs until 
Wednesday. A contingent of community members from Big Trout Lake are in Toronto demonstrating at the convention.  “I don’t 
know if this has anything to do with the rally that’s happening, if they’re trying to diffuse the issue,” said Morris, noting he doesn’t 
know what land is in question.  The community was negotiating land use planning with the province before talks broke off last 
month surrounding a dispute with God’s Lake Resources, a junior gold exploration company with plans to drill in the area.  “That’s 
why we suspended land use planning because the government wasn’t really willing to come forward,” said Morris. “Now all of a 
sudden, you look at this thing like ‘whoa.’ This is something extraordinary but when you’re not consulted and which lands are they 
talking about? I’m trying to figure that out.”  The community issued an eviction order to the company in the fall but the withdrawal 
order from the province said the company’s existing mining lease and claims are not effected.  A March 1 press release from the 
company announced plans for a 3,000-metre drill program on its Sherman Lake Gold Project and noted the corporation is looking 
into hiring private security “to ensure the smooth completion of the drill program,” a statement Morris likened to bringing hired 
guns into the north.  “Are they trying to hire ex-officers?” he asked. “Ex-military? Who are they trying to hire here? It’s sending a 
strong message and I think it doesn’t sit well with the community when they see that comment.”  The provincial release said the 
government is committed to continuing discussions with both parties.  Minister of Northern Development and Mines Rick 
Bartolucci is at the prospectors conference this week and wasn’t available for comment before press time. "  
http://www.kenoradailyminerandnews.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3492702 

 "One of the newest and most rapidly developing areas of the Canadian legal system is aboriginal law.  If you think about it, it's 
downright bizarre that this should be "new." The documents that underpin the legal relationship between First Nations and the 
British Crown date back centuries. For whatever reasons, the court rulings that define the current legal relationship are just a few 
years old.  With so many Canadian mining projects on or near aboriginal territories, this has tremendous legal consequences for 
mining companies.  The law is simple to state, but hard to implement. First that easy part, stating the law: If you want to develop a 
mine any place that affects a First Nations community or its land rights, the Crown has a duty to consult with that native 
community before the project gets a green light. Now the hard part: trying to figure out what consultation means. How much 
consultation is needed before the legal duty is satisfied? And since it's the Crown that holds the duty to consult with the native 
band, why is it that it's the company that winds up having to do all the work?  Those are open-ended questions. Many mining 
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executives are frustrated by this lack of certainty. A regulatory process, such as environmental assessment, at least comes with a 
rule book.  The scope of the duty to consult is a judgment call, and there's no magic formula that tells you when you've crossed 
the finish line and satisfied the duty.  "That causes clients a great deal of grief," says Richard King, a partner who practises 
energy and environmental law with Norton Rose Canada LLP.  For executives, there is an even more frustrating thing: The duty to 
consult is not the same thing as a right to approve.  It is technically and legally possible for a mining company to secure full legal 
access to the property, even though a local native community remains steadfastly opposed to the project.  "The law has been 
crystal clear that an obligation to consult doesn't confer a veto on an aboriginal group or a First Nation. Nor does it impose a 
requirement to agree," says Keith Bergner, a partner at the Vancouver law offices of Lawson Lundell LLP who advises clients on 
aboriginal law and regulatory matters.  We do have rule of law in Canada, and those with full legal rights do have access to the 
courts to enforce them. The rule of law either means something or it doesn't. But good business people should know how to pick 
and choose their battles. Clinging to a purely legal strategy may be shortsighted and it may be a strange business strategy. There 
are too many projects chasing too few investment dollars for a stubborn legalistic approach to make any sense.  Besides, 
practical experience shows that the process need not be adversarial at all. By its nature, litigation is a last-ditch effort. People sue 
because they can't see eye to eye, not because they're in vast agreement with one another.  And as it turns out, lots of First 
Nations communities are happy to work with mining companies. The successful cases are those where the mining company has 
treated the local First Nations community with respect, transparency and trust.  Howard Hampton, a former provincial NDP 
politician in Ontario and now a counsel with Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP in Toronto, has several practical tips on how mining 
companies should approach the relationship.  Among other things, he says an initial contact with the native group should be 
made by the company's chief executive, and not some lieutenant.  It would also be a mistake to assume that native communities 
aren't alive to the possibilities available from mining.  In many cases, they already have mining protocols in place that govern how 
you should proceed with your project. You must follow them, Mr. Hampton says. "Failing to do so is a sign of disrespect."  
Meanwhile, there's the Crown. The odd thing about this is that negotiations rarely include the Crown, at least not at the outset.  To 
some extent, private industry can live with this since it's possible to argue that private business can get things done faster on its 
own. "Industry can do a lot of the heavy lifting, but at the end of the day, this duty fundamentally rests with the Crown," says 
Thomas Isaac, a partner in Vancouver who practises in the aboriginal law group of McCarthy Tétrault LLP.  But this can also lead 
to problems. Negotiations without the company can dredge up issues that might be beyond the capacity of the company to solve, 
such as land claims.  "You're a bit of a pawn in a larger game," says Adam Chamberlain, a partner in the Toronto office of Borden 
Ladner Gervais LLP.  All mining companies need to understand this issue and take it very seriously. In fact, I would put aboriginal 
issues on my short list of hot legal topics facing the Canadian mining business right now.  Other subjects on that list would be 
ensuring your company's compliance with various anti-corruption and anti-bribery laws, getting familiar with some of the rapid 
changes in financing methods, and understanding how Quebec's government is trying to kick-start resource development with its 
Plan Nord, which could serve as a model for other jurisdictions.  Whatever the problems, a pragmatic approach can work."  
http://www.nationalpost.com/todays-paper/Native+growing+field/6255626/story.html 

 "Four First Nations in Northern Ontario today signed a landmark collaboration agreement to pursue the development and 
operation of an East-West corridor in the Ring of Fire.  The East-West Corridor Collaborative Agreement was signed between the 
communities of Webequie, Neskantaga, Eabametoong and Nibinamik at the Aboriginal Forum at the Prospectors and Developers 
Association of Canada Convention. Other regional communities such as Mishkeegogaman(g) have also joined the collaboration. 
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The First Nations have been working together to formalize a community-driven strategy on regional infrastructure development. 
The ultimate goal is to establish a joint venture that will operate an infrastructure, transportation and service corridor for potential 
mining companies in the Ring of Fire.  These four identified are impacted by the potential mining developments in the Ring of fire 
area, and are committed to working collectively together to capitalize on the potential benefits while mitigating the potential 
issues. The collaborative agreement provides the foundation and framework to work collaboratively and move to the next phases 
in the pursuit of a joint venture for that east-west corridor, provided that it to be economically feasible.  “Potential ownership of this 
service corridor means that our people will have new opportunities for training, jobs, businesses and access to services that they 
manage. By taking control of our traditional homeland, we can ensure that our communities really benefit in meaningful and long-
term ways from the potential development in the Ring of Fire,” stated Chief Harry Papah of Eabametoong First Nation.  Chief 
Peter Moonias of Neskantaga First Nation added, “As a group of First Nations, we can stand strong and direct companies that 
enter into our traditional lands to work in partnership with us with the expectation that each community’s protocols will be 
respected and that every person’s voice will be heard. In this way, the direction we take with this potential development will come 
directly from our people, our community members, and today we sign this agreement to commit to work together on the 
development of this corridor. ”  Signing the agreement for Nibinamik First Nation, Chief Johnny Yellowhead said, “The state of our 
First Nation communities is not new news. It is well-known that we are lacking basic essential services and amenities that most 
take for granted – All of our impacted communities want to benefit socially and economically from this Ring of Fire development.”  
Chief Cornelius Wabasse of Webequie First Nation concluded, “By signing a collaborative agreement between our four First 
Nation communities today, we are reaffirming our legal rights and autonomy with respect to decision-making processes in the 
Ring of Fire. Our message here today is clear and aims to promote understanding of how to work with our Northern Ontario First 
Nations.” "  http://netnewsledger.com/2012/03/06/northern-ontario-first-nations-sign-east-west-corridor-collaborative-agreement-
in-ring-of-fire/ 

 "The main investor in God's Lake Resources won't say when the company plans to start drilling for gold on a First Nations burial 
ground.  In Toronto Tuesday afternoon, the company was the subject of a protest by Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI) First 
Nation, which wants to stop the mining activity.  Mike Sherman, a major shareholder with God's Lake, told CBC News he's seen 
several protests representing groups from around the globe at the Prospectors and Developers convention.  “The Indians from up 
north will have lots of company,” he said.  Sherman noted he wouldn’t respond further to the protest, and added that it's up to the 
police to deal with the situation .... KI Chief Donny Morris wasn't at the protest, as he was heading to the burial grounds Tuesday 
after he learned the mining company was to bring in a big mining drill. The area is about 150 kilometres away from the 
community.  “My heart and soul is over there, that is my land,” Morris said. “And I will be in an environment that I call home.”  The 
community has tried several times during the past year to stop God’s Lake Resources from digging around on its burial grounds. 
Now it's hoping the rally, held outside the Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada conference in Toronto, will bring 
the drilling to a halt.  Ontario's mining minister attempted to pre-empt the protest. On Sunday, he announced he was taking 
23,000 square kilometer area near KI off the map for mining companies.  Rick Bartolucci said it was an effort to address the First 
Nations concerns, but he admitted the withdrawal doesn't include the burial grounds.  “The reality, as we move forward, is there 
will be clarity in regards to those particular lands,” Bartolucci said.  God's Lake Resources announced last week it was taking a 
3,000 metre drill to the disputed land — and it's not clear whether it's currently at the burial grounds, located 600 km north of 
Thunder Bay ...."  http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/story/2012/03/06/tby-ki-protest-at-pdac.html 
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 "David Babin, chief of the tiny Wahgoshig First Nation in Northern Ontario, was driving home from nearby Kirkland Lake during 
the spring thaw last year when he noticed the heavy equipment of a drilling crew, looking for gold in his people’s traditional lands.  
It was the first Chief Babin had heard of the drilling. And it was the beginning of conflict that would end up in court, with an Ontario 
judge handing down a rare injunction earlier this year that suspended drilling on behalf of Solid Gold Resources Corp., a 
Thornhill, Ont.-based junior miner, and ordered consultations with the Wahgoshig.  “They didn’t understand first nation’s 
concerns,” Chief Babin said of the company in an interview. “Meanwhile, these guys kept on drilling, saying, ‘We’ve got the right 
to drill, and you can’t stop me.’ ”  Lawyers who work on these cases, representing both native bands and mining companies, say 
Solid Gold’s story is a cautionary tale for companies that fail to properly consult native communities that could be affected by their 
activities on Crown land.  Mining activity has boomed in recent years in the North, but the Supreme Court of Canada’s landmark 
2004 Haida decision, which broadened the legal concept of a “duty to consult” native bands in such cases, has also forced 
companies to conduct broader consultations. But in addition to revenue-sharing deals, job guarantees and other agreements 
between native bands and mining companies, dozens of cases like Wahgoshig’s are ending up before courts and tribunals .... In 
its court submissions, the company’s lawyers, Neal Smitheman and Tracey Pratt of Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP, dismiss the 
Wahgoshig’s claims to its traditional territory around Lake Abitibi: “Contrary to WFN’s repeated references to the contemplated 
drilling taking place on ‘its’ traditional territory, the exploratory drilling in the is case will take place on land that was surrendered 
more than 100 years ago under a treaty whose express purpose, in the very text of the treaty, was to open up the surrendered 
territory to, among other things, mining uses.”  Lawyer Kate Kempton of Olthuis Kleer Townshend LLP, who acts for Wahgoshig, 
said this argument simply ignores the current landscape of aboriginal treaty rights. The Supreme Court’s decision in the Haida 
case obligates the Crown, or a mining company to whom the Crown delegates this obligation, to consult first nations whose rights 
to use those Crown lands, often guaranteed in treaties signed over 100 years ago, may be affected.  While there is no formula for 
just how much consultation is required, it must be real, she says, with companies prepared to change their plans to address 
concerns.  “It’s not just talking at somebody or sitting there while they talk at you,” said Ms. Kempton, who also acted for KI in its 
court battle with Platinex. “It’s really engaging.”  In the Wahgoshig case, members have raised concerns about the need for 
studies to find burial sites before drilling or mining, and whether the activity would affect the local moose population.  Ms. 
Kempton said many companies now make efforts to engage with first nations. In many cases, their ability to get financing 
depends on signed agreements with native groups. But other companies make only half-hearted attempts, she said.  Lawyers 
who act for mining companies in talks with native bands say proper consultations with first nations are increasingly important for 
their clients ...."  http://m.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/industry-news/the-law-page/a-cautionary-tale-for-the-mining-
industry/article2360860?service=mobile 

 "Today, at the Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada (PDAC) conference, the Greenstone Municipal Economic 
Development Office (GMED) launched a comprehensive new website that will help both potential and existing businesses and 
investors develop and grow in the Municipality of Greenstone.  The website www.InvestInGreenstone.ca developed by McSweeny 
and Associates features Canada’s most advanced business-related tools (by EDTools®) for research by businesses, site 
selectors, and investors looking for economic, demographic, and other investment-related information. One of the most important 
EDTools® to note is the Data & Profile Report Generator, found in the site selection part of the website. The Municipality wanted 
to provide the business community with a dedicated website to help them expand and prosper to meet the increased 
opportunities and demand the mining sector is currently providing ...."  http://www.karinahunter.com/?p=35730 
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Greenstone Ring of Fire Page:  "The Ring of Fire is one of the richest Canadian mineral discoveries in more than a generation. At 
this time, the Greenstone Municipal Economic Development Department is working diligently to prepare the region's infrastructure 
for the impending surge of mineral activity.  Ring of Fire developments are creating opportunities for expansion across 
Northwestern Ontario, and as the base-case location for a transload facility, the Municipality of Greenstone is expected to 
experience growth ...."  http://investingreenstone.ca/ring-of-fire-developments-p3.php 

5 Mar 12 "Noront Resources   @NorontResources Signing Ceremony | Collaborative Agreement East-West First Nations Initiative at 
#PDAC2012 #ringoffire #FirstNation pic.twitter.com/qeS3gLyx "  
http://twitter.com/#!/NorontResources/statuses/176776278240804864 

 "Noront Resources   @NorontResources  Aboriginal Forum: Exploring opportunities and building relationships at #PDAC2012 
@Paul_Semple pic.twitter.com/kXIFJMf3 "  http://twitter.com/#!/NorontResources/statuses/176768655537868800 

 "KI Chief Morris challenges Bartolucci to come to KI and agree to permanent solution for KI Homeland - Yesterday the Ontario 
government unilaterally withdrew 23,181 sq km of land in KI Homeland from mining exploration in response to KI’s longstanding 
decision to place a full moratorium on industry in our Indigenous Homeland.  However, the claims and leases at the heart of KI’s 
conflict with Gods Lake Resources (GLR) are unaffected by ON’s move and the conflict over protection of our burials and sacred 
landscape remains unresolved ...."  http://kilands.org/2012/03/05/ki-chief-morris-challenges-bartolucci-to-come-to-ki-and-agree-to-
permanent-solution-for-ki-homeland/ 
 
"The province of Ontario has removed 23,000 square kilometres of land near Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug First Nation from 
future mining claims.  The government said on Sunday that it's respecting the First Nation's call for a moratorium on mining 
activity on the land over which it claims jurisdiction.  KI Chief Donny Morris said the province's move will help the First Nation, 
located about 600 kilometres north of Thunder Bay, plan for future development.  "Then that should give us all the time we need 
to structure (ourselves), like policies, environmental issues, water issues,” Morris said. “We need time."  Adrian Kupesic, a 
spokesperson for Mining Minister Rick Bartolucci, said the withdrawal of land from mine claim staking “indicates that we are 
serious …We want to give clarity to the province's mineral exploration industry and avoid future disagreements over the land in 
question."  But the new restrictions don't affect the imminent God's Lake Resources drilling project.  The gold mining company is 
about to start drilling in an area where the First Nation says its ancestors are buried.  The company’s Sherman Lake Gold Project 
is located about 400 kilometres north of Red Lake Ontario.  In a press release issued last week the company noted that it’s 
“canvassing security companies to ensure the smooth completion of the drill program." .... KI Chief Donny Morris said he views 
that security mention as a strong message directed at him.  "I have to ... basically re-evaluate our position ... bring it up another 
level now,” Morris said.  Morris and five other leaders from Kitchenuhmaykoosib were jailed in 2008 after protesting against 
another junior mining company operating in its traditional territory. The provincial government later bought out the mining 
company's claims, paying Platinex $5 million dollars to leave the area.  KI is planning a protest against the God's Lake project at 
the Prospector and Developers convention in Toronto this week.  Morris said he hopes it will help KI gain wider support for its 
attempts to stop the project.  "It's our traditional territory,” Morris said. “I hunted, trapped, I had parents born, buried there. There's 
a graveyard.” 
----- 
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"First Nations issues discussed at convention - Mining and its impact on northern Ontario First Nations will be at the forefront of 
the Prospectors and Developers meeting, the industry's biggest event of the year, which wraps up Wednesday.  Glenn Nolan, 
former chief of the Missanabie Cree First Nation and the new president of the Prospectors and Developers Association, said a full 
two days of the convention will be spent on sessions that focus on First Nations, including “the issues around the Ring of Fire and 
the inclusion of the communities that are mostly affected by that.”  “But the spillover effects will be huge and will not only affect the 
Treaty 9 communities that want to participate, but other areas [as well],” he said."  http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-
bay/story/2012/03/05/tby-gods-lake-pdac-protest.html 
 
"In a surprise move, the province has protected 23,181 square kilometres of traditional First Nation land in northern Ontario away 
from mining firms.  The land in question is near the territory of Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI) about 500 kilometres north of 
Thunder Bay. God’s Lake Resources, a junior gold mining firm, has plans for a 3,000-metre drill program in the area.  This is not 
the first time KI has been in a dispute over land use. Four years ago, KI was embroiled in a long-standing conflict with Platinex, a 
Canadian exploration firm, who sued Ontario and the Cree First Nation because they said they were prevented from accessing 
their mining claims.  The province spent $5 million to settle the dispute.  The ministry of northern development and mines issued a 
release Sunday to say they were protecting the land from prospecting and mining claim staking in order to “give clarity to the 
province’s mineral exploration industry and avoid future disagreements.”  However, the ministry said God’s Lake existing mining 
lease and claims are not affected by the withdrawal.  KI Chief Donny Morris told the Star the community has imposed a 
moratorium on mineral exploration and development on their land. He was disappointed to hear the ministry excluded some 
areas.  At issue is an old abandoned gold mine that was shut down at the start of the Second World War, Morris said. In the 
vicinity he said there is a gravesite. “This is our territory,” said Morris, who was jailed for 68 days during the Platinex dispute.  The 
government said they have tried to make several attempts to broker communication between KI and God’s Lake Resources, a 
junior mining exploration company that holds a mining lease and claims in the KI area.  Regardless of Ontario’s move, the conflict 
over protection of burial sites and sacred landscape remains unsolved, said Morris.  “I challenge the minister (Rick Bartolucci) to 
come to KI for an historical event where we sit down, come to agreement and sign off together to make this withdrawal permanent 
under KI indigenous protection. And that should include our land that Gods Lake Resources is trying to access.”  Grandmother 
Cecilia Begg, a band councilor, was also jailed during the Platinex dispute. “They (God’s Lake) didn’t come to us or consult with 
us,” said Begg in an interview.  “At the moment we are hearing negative things. They are going in with security … we want to 
meet with them one on one, government to government but that has failed.”  God’s Lake Resources could not be reached for 
comment."  http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/politics/article/1141393--ontario-to-protect-23-000-square-kilometers-of-native-
land-from-mining 
 
"The Ontario government says its recent land withdrawal near Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI) will help avoid future 
disagreements like the ongoing conflict between God’s Lake Resources and KI.  The Ministry of Northern Development and 
Mines announced Mar. 4 that it has withdrawn 23,181 square kilometers “in the vicinity of KI” from prospecting and mine claim 
staking.  But KI Chief Donny Morris said the land withdrawal caught his community off guard, considering that negotiations 
between the First Nation and Ontario over land claims broke down months ago.  “I think they jumped ahead of us,” Morris said. “It 
should be a historical event when you withdraw that much land. There should have been meetings about it. Instead they are 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-
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telling us what's best for us.”  In a notice posted to the ministry’s website, the government stated that the land withdrawal will “give 
clarity to the province's mineral exploration industry and avoid future disagreements over the land in question.”  The withdrawal 
does not affect God’s Lake Resources mining claim at Sherman Lake, which has become a flashpoint for conflict between KI, the 
government and the company.  God’s Lake, a junior gold mining company, plans to restart exploration work at the site this month 
despite ongoing protests from KI.  Morris has stated that his community plans to mobilize against the company’s exploration work.  
KI’s chief said that since the land withdrawal does not stop God’s Lake Resources from its planned exploration work at Sherman 
Lake, the government needs to go back to the drawing board and work with the First Nation on an appropriate land use plan.  
Ontario’s land withdrawal announcement came just days before a planned KI rally in Toronto. The rally, scheduled for Mar. 6, is 
geared at bringing attention to the ongoing dispute between the First Nation and God’s Lake Resources.  “We’re going to let the 
public know that this is still an issue, even though we’re way up here in the North,” Morris said of the rally. “And to see this 
overwhelming support that we have.”  The CPAWS Wildlands League, a conservation group, applauded Ontario’s move to set a 
moratorium on exploration in the region, but cautioned that efforts still need to be made to resolve the conflict between KI and 
God’s Lake Resources.  “We see the announcement as a positive step by the province to provide certainty for local communities, 
ecosystems, and the broader mining sector,” said Anna Baggio of Wildlands League. “(Yet) under the old Mining Act, God’s Lake 
Resources can ignore the wishes of the community in this area. We urge the province to resolve this issue quickly and bring 
peace to the land.”  KI band members and members of KI’s band council will speak to a Toronto audience on Mar. 5 about the 
situation the community faces with God’s Lake Resources. Then on Mar. 6 members of KI will lead a rally and a march outside 
the Prospectors and Developers Association conference, where thousands of mining industry and government delegates from 
around the world have gathered."  http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2012/3/5/huge-land-withdrawal-catches-ki-
guard_22500 
 
"Chief Donny Morris is challenging Ontario’s Minister of Northern Development and Mines, Rick Bartolucci to come north to the 
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug First Nation (KI). “Yesterday the Ontario government unilaterally withdrew 23,181 sq km of land in 
KI Homeland from mining exploration in response to KI’s longstanding decision to place a full moratorium on industry in our 
Indigenous Homeland. However, the claims and leases at the heart of KI’s conflict with Gods Lake Resources (GLR) are 
unaffected by ON’s move and the conflict over protection of our burials and sacred landscape remains unresolved,” stated KI in a 
news release issued on March 5th 2012."  http://netnewsledger.com/2012/03/05/come-north-to-kitchenuhmaykoosib-inninuwug-
minister-bartolucci-chief-donny-morris/# 

 "Fancamp Exploration Ltd. is pleased to announce that a letter of intent has been entered into with Bold Ventures Inc. ("Bold"), 
whereby Bold can earn a 50% interest in the Company's McFaulds Lake, Ontario ("FNC-ROF") property by making cash or share 
payments totalling $1,500,000 and incurring $8,000,000 in exploration expenditures, over a three year period. An additional 10% 
interest may be earned upon Bold delivering a positive feasibility study and making an additional payment of $700,000.  Richard 
Nemis, the President of Bold and John Harvey, P.Eng. its Chief Operating Officer were part of the Discovery Team of the famed 
Noront Eagle One Ni, Cu, PGM Deposit which lies immediately adjacent to Fancamp's FNC-ROF Property. Strong geological 
evidence arising from Fancamp's work lead the Company to conclude that Eagle One ("Eagle's Nest") is a fault offset of 
Fancamp's large C-1 ultrabasic target and that high grade Eagle One type sulphides would be found at depth. The deepest 
Fancamp holes on this target were on the order of 1000 metres depth and downhole geophysics indicated the presence of 
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potentially interesting offhole conductors. The interest of Bold Ventures Inc. in pursuing this and other models is most 
encouraging and speaks for itself.  The Company is looking forward to its association with Bold and to the continued development 
of the FNC-ROF Property ...."  http://secure.marketwatch.com/story/fancamp-announces-ring-of-fire-fnc-rof-option-agreement-
2012-03-05 

 "COME OUT TO SUPPORT KI 
*Rally and March* 
Tuesday March 6, 12:30 p.m. 
255 Front Street West at the Prospectors & Developers Association of Canada 
Convention, Metro Convention Center. 
 
*Featuring:* KI Councilors, OFL President Sid Ryan, Ramsay Hart - Mining 
Watch, Shane Moffat - Greenpeace,  Pat Smoke - Canadian Federation of 
Students, and Syed Hussan - Toronto KI Support Network. 
 
Gods Lake Resources intends to trespass on KI sacred lands this month, and 
may be on the land today.  KI Chief Morris has said that the community is 
mobilizing and he fears that the situation will escalate.  In a March 1 
news release GLR indicated that they are looking to hire private security 
for their drill program – a potentially explosive move. 
 
Join KI in saying no to mining abuse, and yes to Indigenous land defence. 
 
KI gained national attention in 2008 when six of its leaders were jailed 
for opposing mining company Platinex.  Major unions and NGOs are joining 
forces with KI Indigenous Nation to insist that mining Minister Bartoluccui 
stop exploration on KI's land before Ontario taxpayers have to foot the 
bill. In 2009, Platinex received $5-million plus mediation for ceding their 
claim to KI Lands. 
 
<647-386-1481> 
 
*More information:* 
 
www. KILands.org 
 
www.facebook.com/TorontoKISupport "  http://groups.google.com/group/ki-
support/browse_thread/thread/56141e57cfc00dfe/82dd19fce9b484a3?show_docid=82dd19fce9b484a3&pli=1 
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 "Chiefs from Marten Falls and Aroland First Nations outline their expectations related to Ring of Fire development and mineral 
processing 
Mar 5th, 2012 4:07 PM 
Media Advisory 
 
Attention:  News, Resource, Mining and Northern issues reporters and editors 
 
WHAT: 
Chiefs from Marten Falls First Nation and Aroland First Nation outline their expectations related to Ring of Fire development and 
mineral processing. 
 
WHO: 
Chief Eli Moonias, Marten Falls First Nation 
Chief Sonny Gagnon, Aroland First Nation 
 
WHEN: 
Tuesday, March 6, 2012 at 2:15 p.m. 
 
WHERE: 
Room 149, Queen’s Park Media Studio, Legislative Assembly of Ontario 
Legislative Building, Queen's Park, Toronto, Ontario 
 
Note: Media not currently accredited by the Legislative Assembly (Queen’s Park) Media Gallery must register with the Press 
Gallery if they wish to participate in the conference. To register, contact Gerald Christopher, Press Gallery Coordinator - Room 
387A or 416-325-7922 or gerald_christopher@ontla.ola.org. 
 
For more information contact: Don Huff, Environmental Communication Options, 416-972-7401 or huffd@ecostrategy.ca  
 
-30- 
 
Marten Falls First Nation and Aroland First Nation are two of nine Northern Ontario First Nations in the Matawa Tribal homeland 
within the larger Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) Treaty #9 territory. The people of Matawa First Nations communities believe in 
putting community needs first.  They are committed to supporting each other and working together as a regional group in order to 
build community strength for the future. 
 
The Ring of Fire is within the Matawa territory in Northern Ontario and is the site of extensive mineral exploration activity with over 
35,000 staked mining claims.  Local First Nations expect to share in the benefits of this resource and want to ensure that not only 
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mining but mineral processing jobs stay in the Matawa territory."  http://www.huffstrategy.com/MediaManager/release/Marten-
Falls-First-Nation-Aroland-First-Nation/5-3-12/Chiefs-from-Marten-Falls-and-Aroland-First-Nations-outline-their-/2474.html 

4 Mar 12 "Ontario has withdrawn lands in the vicinity of Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI) from prospecting and mining claim staking to 
give clarity to the province's mineral exploration industry and avoid future disagreements over the land in question.  KI asserts 
jurisdiction over the land and has asked for a moratorium on mineral exploration and development. The Ontario Government has 
made several attempts to facilitate communication between KI and God's Lake Resources (GLR), a junior mineral exploration 
company that holds a mining lease and mining claims in the vicinity of KI, north of Red Lake in Northwestern Ontario. The 
company's existing mining lease and mining claims are not affected by the withdrawal.  The government remains committed to 
continuing discussions with both parties .... The ministry has withdrawn areas in the vicinity of KI based on information KI provided 
the Province in the past. The withdrawn area is 23,181 square kilometres.  Ontario has responsibility for managing Crown lands 
and the province's natural resources. At the same time, Ontario is committed to meeting its constitutional obligations to Aboriginal 
peoples.  Many companies and First Nations are able to forge productive partnerships. Since 1999, in Ontario, First Nations and 
industry have signed over 90 mineral development benefit agreements ...."  http://news.ontario.ca/mndmf/en/2012/03/ontario-
addresses-mineral-exploration-concerns.html  

3 Mar 12 "When Glenn Nolan first attended the Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada's (PDAC) annual spring convention in 
2004, there were a couple dozen Aboriginal faces in the crowd among the world's mining heavyweights.  The agenda set aside 
for First Nations discussion was small, and was reflective of the state of the mining industry's relations with Canada's indigenous 
people.  “When we started doing Aboriginal sessions, it was all about conflict,” said Nolan, who serves as Noront Resources' vice-
president of Aboriginal relations.  Things are decidedly different heading into this month's show in Toronto.  PDAC corporate 
membership rolls list about 400 who are self-identified Inuit, Metis and First Nation delegates.  And the Aboriginal program, 
stretched out over the four-day event, promotes and celebrates First Nation-industry joint ventures, best practices in exploration 
agreements, and how companies can tap into a hidden and growing talent pool of young people .... Nolan prefers to downplay the 
significance, focusing instead on furthering his advocacy work, packing for his busy international travel schedule, and forging a 
more entrepreneurial and education-based partnership with the Assembly of First Nations .... “I started reading about companies 
working in my territory and thought, why aren't they contacting us?  That took a while for companies to understand that they had 
(a legal duty to consult) and I built a reputation that I was very fair and wasn't there to push them off the land, but find out what 
kind of businesses we could get involved with.” .... An exciting exploration field season in Northern Ontario lies ahead; new mines 
are coming online, especially in the James Bay Ring of Fire; and First Nations are involved like never before.  “Society really 
dictates change, it's not government,” said Nolan. “When the public says we've got to change the way we do things and be 
sensitive to Aboriginal issues or environmental issues or gay rights, you have to do it better.”  Nolan compares this period to the 
environmental movement of the early 1970s, only this time the buzzwords are: corporate society responsibility.  “It's an exciting 
time for the industry and I'm glad I'm part of it at this level.” .... As a former chief himself, Nolan knows how communities react 
when big industry comes calling.  “We run into tough things with this business, but it's nothing being a chief.”  There are constant 
stresses in dealing with a myriad of on-reserve social issues from prescription drug addiction to housing to potable water.  
Answering a message from a mining company is not a high priority.  “That's what brings my value to Noront, understanding that 
sensitivity and the pressure that the communities are under on a daily basis.”  With a developing nickel sulphide and chromite 
deposit in the James Bay lowlands, he credits Noront President Wes Hanson and COO Paul Semple for recognizing the 
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importance of face time in the communities to solidify relations.  “It's a real balancing act to ensure that you're not overwhelming 
the community with requests.”  No doubt, the Ring of Fire developments will be transformative for First Nations, but Nolan said 
what's key to rejunevating these communities is training at the entry-level stages.  “As an industry we want to build their capacity 
so they go beyond exploration to the development and operational stage. We can help them with their skill set.”  Aboriginal people 
will not only take ownership of their roles, he said, but they'll become integral to operations and demonstrate their capabilities 
within their home communities.  Nolan said 80 per cent of jobs generated from a mine development – such as heavy equipment 
operators, blasters, apprenticeship jobs, short order cooks, janitors – are trainable and can be done mostly on-site.  He would like 
to see the PDAC do more to promote mining careers with First Nations at an introductory level with schools, similar to its Mining 
Matters program ....  "  http://www.northernontariobusiness.com/Industry-News/aboriginal-businesses/Former-First-Nation-chief-
becomes-face-of-Canadian-mining.aspx 

 "GLR to hire guns to force drilling on KI sacred lands - Gods Lake Resources (GLR) has announced that they plan to hire private 
security for their drill program on KI lands known to have sacred burials.  Minister Bartolucci recently wrote to KI saying that GLR 
may try to access KI land this month.  Chief Morris is warning police that KI is mobilizing and says he is afraid this is going to 
escalate.  KI is protesting with supporters on Tuesday March 6th in front of a major mining conference in Toronto. Join us!  Chief 
Morris: "The spirit of interest to work together from the Ontario side is not there. I am afraid it is going to escalate… I want this 
thing stopped." 
 
http://kilands.org/2012/02/24/chief-morris-warns-things-are-heating-up/  
 
This is all very similar to the KI conflict with Platinex where 6 KI leaders were jailed in 2008 before ON was forced to buy out 
Platinex's claims for $5 million."  http://kilands.org/2012/03/03/glr-to-hire-guns-to-force-drilling-on-ki-sacred-lands/ 

2 Mar 12 "@NorontResources Come out tomorrow and cheer for the Noront/Muketei Maulers at the #PDAC2012 CARACLE Cup Hockey 
Tournament | ow.ly/9pua6 "  https://twitter.com/#!/NorontResources/statuses/175588776091975680 

 "Leaders from Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI) Indgenous Nation will be in Toronto next week protesting at the world’s 
leading mining exploration Convention (PDAC) to insist that mining company God’s Lake Resources Inc. (GLR) stop prospecting 
for gold on sacred burial grounds in the KI Homeland in northwestern Ontario.  Mining Minister Bartolucci has indicated that GLR 
plans to explore on KI Homeland this month.  KI gained national attention in 2008 when six of its leaders were jailed for opposing 
mining company Platinex.  Major unions and NGOs are joining forces with KI Indigenous Nation to insist that mining Minister 
Bartoluccui stop exploration on KI's land before Ontario taxpayers have to foot the bill. In 2009, Platinex received $5-million plus 
mediation for ceding their claim to KI Lands.  *WHAT: *Hundreds rally and march outside major mining convention to demand  
that Ontario stop God's Lake Resources Inc. from exploring on sacred KI burial grounds.  * **WHEN: *Tuesday, March 6th, 
1230pm.  * **WHERE: *255 Front Street West at the Prospectors & Developers Association of Canada Convention, Metro 
Convention Center .... "  https://groups.google.com/group/ki-
support/browse_thread/thread/3b1838e856739423/b06990bf4a943ed0?show_docid=b06990bf4a943ed0&pli=1  

 “…. As the result (of a City of Thunder Bay-First Nation delegation taking part in the Ontario Good Roads Association/Rural 
Ontario Municipal Association conference in Toronto), the city and Fort William First Nation are preparing a community readiness 
strategy to ensure they’re prepared to take advantage of the opportunities provided by developments in the Ring of Fire …. “Most 
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of the meeting focused on …. the Ring of Fire,” Coun. Joe Virdiramo, chairman of the city’s intergovernmental liaison committee 
said Thursday ,,,, The community readiness strategy will include Nishnawbe Aski Nation, Lakehead University, Confederation 
College and the Thunder Bay Chamber of Commerce among other organizations, Virdiramo said.  The readiness strategy will 
cover topics like training, energy, housing and transportation….”  http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/cj-rof-
1mar121.pdf or http://bit.ly/wNT8QN  

 "An open house in Thunder Bay about a proposed mine in the Ring of Fire drew residents concerned about its environmental 
impact and others who hope the project will provide badly needed jobs.  Cliffs Natural Resources called Thursday's night's 
meeting to outline its plans for an environmental assessment of the proposed chromite project, 540 kilometres northeast of 
Thunder Bay.  The Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (CEAA) and the Canadian Wildlife Service have already raised 
warning flags about the impact of the proposed mine, and that got the attention of Thunder Bay resident Gordon Wabasse.  The 
proposed chromite mine is located in the Ring of Fire area north of Thunder Bay. The proposed chromite mine is located in the 
Ring of Fire area north of Thunder Bay. Wabasse, who is a member of the Webequie First Nation, said the potential economic 
benefits for the region should not trump the project's environmental impact.  "I'm very concerned about the river systems and the 
species at risk, especially the Northland caribou," Wabasse told CBC News at Thursday night's open house. He said he planned 
to submit his concerns as part of the public consultation process.  For others, the evening was all about jobs.  "Just by reading all 
the boards and seeing how much employment they're forecasting, that's a lot money for the neighbourhood," said Thunder Bay 
resident Norman Fullum. "More employment makes the world go round."  In another development, a Cliffs Natural Resources 
official says the company is counting on the Ontario government to help build the road it needs to get ore out of the Ring of Fire.  
Senior vice-president Bill Boor said he's heard the talk that the province may consider putting road projects on hold because of its 
deficit. However, he said, the government needs to consider what's at stake, including badly needed jobs.  "We do view the road 
as Onatrio infrastructure that's going to create other mining opportunities in the Ring of Fire area beyond ours and also provide a 
lot of social benefits for the First Nations that are up in those areas," Boor said."  http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-
bay/story/2012/03/02/tbay-mine-ring-of-fire.html 

 "Ring of Fire Resources Inc., (the "Company") (TSX-V: ROF, FRANKFURT: RG5, OTC.PK: HWKPF) is pleased to announce that 
it has changed its name from "Ring of Fire Resources Inc." to "Noble Mineral Exploration Inc." This change was previously 
approved by the Company's Board of Directors, and was approved by the Company's shareholders at the Company's annual 
meeting of shareholders on February 28, 2012. The Company's trading symbol on the TSX Venture Exchange will change from 
"ROF" to "NOB". The trading symbol on the Frankfurt Exchange will change from "RG5" to "NB7". Notification will be provided as 
to the new trading symbol on the OTC.PK board as soon as it is assigned. The change of trading symbol will be effective on the 
TSX Venture Exchange as of Wednesday, March 7, 2012 ...."  
http://www.ringoffireresources.com/s/NewsReleases.asp?ReportID=510652&_Type=News-Releases&_Title=Ring-of-Fire-
Resources-Inc.-Announces-Change-of-Name-to-NOBLE-MINERAL-EXPLO...  

1 Mar 12 Editorial:  ".... How about instead, fashion northern policy for northern needs and opportunities?  The so-called Ring of Fire is 
poised to become Canada’s largest mining development. A horseshoe-shaped deposit of multiple rich minerals west of James 
Bay, it likely will be a major driver of Ontario’s economy well into the future. But will Ontario manage and shape the public policies 
that govern the Ring of Fire from Toronto? And will the public benefits that accrue from the Ring of Fire be applied effectively here 
in the North or be dumped into general revenue the way mining and forestry returns were in the last two centuries? ...."  
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http://www.chroniclejournal.com/editorial/daily_editorial/2012-03-01/let%E2%80%99s-get-north-growing 
 Hansard (Ontario):  "Mr. Vanthof moved, Private Members’ Notice of Motion No. 9:- 

  
That, in the opinion of this House, a committee of the Legislative Assembly, with authority to meet at the call of the Chair, should 
be established as follows;   
That the membership of the committee be comprised of every member of the Legislative Assembly whose electoral district lies 
north of the French River; and  
That the committee be empowered to consider and report to the House its observations, opinions and recommendations on all 
policies and legislation of the province that directly impact Northern Ontario; and 
To which any bills whose principal focus and impact affect Northern Ontario may be referred. 
Debate arose. 
Carried ....."  http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/house-proceedings/house_detail.do?locale=en&Date=2012-03-01&detailPage=/house-
proceedings/transcripts/files_html/01-MAR-2012_L019.htm#P1099_328284 
 
Debate:  http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/house-proceedings/house_detail.do?locale=en&Date=2012-03-01&detailPage=/house-
proceedings/transcripts/files_html/01-MAR-2012_L019.htm#P864_234561  

 "The meeting of the shareholders of KWG Resources Inc. adjourned yesterday to a time and place to be fixed by its newly elected 
Board of Directors (the "Board"), in order to further poll the Company's shareholders to vote on a resolution to create two new 
classes of shares to replace its outstanding common shares. Details of the said resolution and the attributes of the subordinate 
voting shares and multiple voting shares are available in the Company's management information circular dated January 27, 
2012, a copy of which is available under the Company's profile at www.sedar.com .  The meeting elected Thomas Pladsen and 
re-elected incumbents Rene Galipeau, Cynthia Thomas, Bruce Reid, Doug Flett and Frank Smeenk to the Board. Among other 
things, shareholders also approved the amendments to the Company's existing articles and by-laws to bring them in line with 
recent amendments to Quebec corporate law as well as permitting the Company to continue under the Canada Business 
Corporations Act. However, management's proposal to also amend the Company's current articles to authorize its directors to 
issue Special Shares did not receive the required affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the votes cast. The meeting was 
adjourned before the tabling of the management resolution seeking approval to create subordinate voting shares and multiple 
voting shares to replace the existing common shares.  "There was very broad support for the proposal to attach to KWG's 
outstanding shares, the right to combine them into a multiple voting share which may subsequently be re-divided into its 
constituent subordinate shares at the election of its holder", said president Frank Smeenk. "However, as something new like this 
takes a little time to digest, we felt it best to defer voting on it to give people time to become a little more comfortable with the 
mechanics of it. The adjournment has also provided us with an opportunity to reconvene the meeting in Toronto where the 
majority of our shareholders will then have an opportunity to personally participate. This is something that many of them have 
wanted to do for a long time."  The Company will advise shortly as to the time and place at which the meeting will reconvene ...."  
https://secure.marketwatch.com/story/kwg-shareholders-to-reconvene-for-multi-voting-share-vote-2012-03-01-1646100 or 
http://netnewsledger.com/2012/03/01/kwg-resources-set-to-create-two-new-classes-of-shares-to-replace-common-shares-
outstanding/ 
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 "Thunder Bay will be the capital of the Ring of Fire, at least according to nine provincial ministers who met with city officials earlier 
this week at the Ontario Good Roads Conference.  But first the community must prove it’s ready to handle the job, said Coun. Joe 
Virdiramo, chairman of the intergovernmental liaison committee.  “We know there are going to be hundreds of jobs, if not 
thousands of jobs created in the mining sector, once this thing takes off. Therefore we have to be ready (to meet) the 
opportunities, training the people who will be in those positions,” Virdiramo told media Thursday at a city hall news conference.  
“We need to make certain that we have everything in place, that we have the foundation in place, for the Ring of Fire – the energy 
thing, the transportation thing. We need to have a plan.”  There are other issues that come into play, he continued, including 
social and housing issues that must be addressed before Thunder Bay can gain the full confidence of Queen’s Park and, more 
importantly, the business community.  “All those things need to be looked into seriously and a plan must developed for each one 
of those so that we are ready to go when anything comes our way,” Virdiramo said.  All-weather roads connecting the Ring of Fire 
to both Aborignal communities and the rest of Ontario are a big piece of the infrastructure that will be needed.  But which 
communities will benefit from the roads remains to be seen.  Thunder Bay is a possible hub, and Virdiramo said the city will 
continue to push on those issues and make sure the government remains “on the right track.”  “Is it going to happen tomorrow? 
No. I can say that the government is working on it seriously with private partners and the city will facilitate anything we can do in 
that endeavour,” he said.  Some encouraging signs are already in place, Virdiramo said, including the Ring of Fire co-ordinator.  
Virdiramo and several others who make the trek to the Toronto conference defended the size of their delegation, which included 
Couns. Aldo Ruberto, Brian McKinnon and Ken Boshcoff, Mayor Keith Hobbs, city manager Tim Commisso, representatives of 
Fort William First Nation and the Community Economic Development Commission.  Several went as members of other 
organizations, they pointed out, such as Ruberto under the District of Thunder Bay Social Services Administrative Board flag.  
Hobbs and Commisso were there as part of the Northwestern Ontario Municipalities Association delegations.  “Everybody was 
there (already) so we pulled people into our meetings because we’re all Thunder Bay,” Commisso said ....  While they didn’t get 
any specific promises from the province, they have the ears of several cabinet ministers to discuss things like energy supply and 
pricing, electricity supply to First Nations communities and workforce development.  “It’s to let government know that we’re 
serious and the city is backing us up,” Virdiramo said.  “They all want to be here,” he added. “Now it’s in our court and we’ll 
develop all those plans and we’ll certainly invite all those people to meet with us.” .... Commisso couldn’t say how much it cost the 
city to send the delegation to Toronto, but said it is provided for in the budget."  
http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/193184/Getting-ready 

 "Thunder Bay will be the capital of the Ring of Fire, at least according to nine provincial ministers who met with city officials earlier 
this week at the Ontario Good Roads Conference.  But first the community must prove it’s ready to handle the job, said Coun. Joe 
Virdiramo, chairman of the intergovernmental liaison committee.  “We know there are going to be hundreds of jobs, if not 
thousands of jobs created in the mining sector, once this thing takes off. Therefore we have to be ready (to meet) the 
opportunities, training the people who will be in those positions,” Virdiramo told media Thursday at a city hall news conference.  
“We need to make certain that we have everything in place, that we have the foundation in place, for the Ring of Fire – the energy 
thing, the transportation thing. We need to have a plan.”  There are other issues that come into play, he continued, including 
social and housing issues that must be addressed before Thunder Bay can gain the full confidence of Queen’s Park and, more 
importantly, the business community.  “All those things need to be looked into seriously and a plan must developed for each one 
of those so that we are ready to go when anything comes our way,” Virdiramo said.  All-weather roads connecting the Ring of Fire 
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to both Aborignal communities and the rest of Ontario are a big piece of the infrastructure that will be needed.  But which 
communities will benefit from the roads remains to be seen.  Thunder Bay is a possible hub, and Virdiramo said the city will 
continue to push on those issues and make sure the government remains “on the right track.”  “Is it going to happen tomorrow? 
No. I can say that the government is working on it seriously with private partners and the city will facilitate anything we can do in 
that endeavour,” he said ...."  http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/193184/City-delegation-told-to-get-house-in-order-before-Ring-
of-Fire-spinoff  

 "Even though developing the Ring of Fire means thousands of jobs, it has to be done the right way an official with Cliff’s Natural 
Resources says.  The right way means protecting the environment while still maximizing the potential of Cliff’s chromite deposits 
in the Far North. Cliff’s senior vice-president of global ferroalloys Bill Boor said that’s why his company held an open house in 
Thunder Bay on Thursday.  “(We have) a real genuine desire on our part to get out and talk to people that are close in any way to 
the project,” Boor said on the phone Thursday. “We want to have that two way dialogue.”  Cliff’s is developing its framework for an 
environmental assessment for its chromite project so the more feedback it gets from people the better Boor said.  Kate Layfield is 
a fourth-year Lakehead University student. Her environmental assessment class has been tasked with doing research projects on 
chromite mining and the Cliff’s project for Matawa, which represents some First Nations communities that will be most directly 
affected by the project. Layfield said in through her research, she has found that there are health impacts involved with chromite 
mining.  She’s not certain that the company or the environmental assessment will address and mitigate concerns but she is 
hoping that people in Matawa communities will at least have proper information to ask the right questions. She has also seen 
ways that environmental impact and economic benefits can be balanced.  “I’m not against this project. I don’t have a problem with 
it. All I want to do is make sure we know what we’re getting into and the right questions are being put in place. There are definitely 
ways to mitigate the problems that can come out of this,” Layfield said during the open house at the Travelodge Airlane.  Boor 
said there are appropriate concerns about the environment but so far, Cliff’s is very confident that a balance can be found.  “In all 
of our project work we have not come across anything that indicates we’ve got an issue that can’t be well managed,” he said .... 
Boor said Thunder Bay is going to be and already has been a key area in developing the Ring of Fire.  “We expect Thunder Bay 
to essentially be the source of a lot of the employment,” he said .... "  http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/193170/Mining-talk 

 "Proponents of a regional democratic and economic development zone for Northwestern Ontario met with regional municipal 
leaders on Wednesday to ask whether their plans are on the right track.  Iain Angus, chairman of the Joint Task Force, presented 
20 models and variances of what would become the Regional Economic Development Area (REDA), incorporating municipal, 
First Nations and economic development voices with public and private sector interests.  The proposed pilot project aspires to 
increase local decision making with collaborative governance including First Nations and municipalities, and aims to authorize 
decision makers to implement and influence decisions regarding economic policy and strategy.  The task force is seeking 
$910,000 to implement whatever model is selected in its first year, to drop to $750,000 in year four and rebound to $850,000 
when feedback will be sought for long-term planning in its fifth year.  Despite provincial consultative efforts on the Northern 
Growth Plan, Angus argued senior bureaucrats wrote the final draft in distilling the aspirations of Northerners, while a new 
structure would ensure plans for the Northwest would be anchored by proponents of development in the region.  Considering the 
Ring of Fire chronium deposit as an example, he described companies expressing frustration over indecision on north-south or 
east-west corridors for transportation, communications and energy development. Although resources are a provincial portfolio, he 
pointed out, there’s both greater interest and expertise on the ground.  “Right now, the province is nowhere to be found in terms 
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of what their intentions are,” he said. “A body like the (Regional Economic Development Area) would have been in a position to do 
the research, do the consultation and come up with a plan that may turn out to benefit everybody. At least the planning would be 
done by us, not for us.” ...."  http://www.kenoradailyminerandnews.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3488271 

 “…. “We’re keeping the (projected) costs (of the road) separate for now, because we don’t know yet how much is going to be on 
our bill,”  Cliffs executive vice president Bill Boor said Wednesday from Cleveland, where Cliffs’ head office is located.  Boor 
emphasized the road is a key to getting the big chromite project going, because it will be needed to bring in equipment and 
supplies to build the mine 500 kilometres north of Thunder Bay.  Cliffs has argued the province should help pay for the road, 
estimated to cost about $600 million, since it will be “a catalyst for future development “ in Ontario’s Far North, as Boor put it.  On 
Tuesday, Premier Dalton McGuinty told a conference of Ontario municipal politicians that the province’s financial woes could put 
road and bridge projects on hold.  Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association president Ron Nelson said applying that to the 
North would be a mistake with potential projects like the Ring of Fire at hand ….”  
http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/cj-rof-1mar12.pdf  or  http://bit.ly/AgwJ72  

 "Bold Ventures Inc. Management of Bold would like to take this opportunity to thank its shareholders for the unanimous support 
received in the recent proxy solicitation in support of the business combination that was concluded on February 13, 2012. A 
robust turnout of shareholder votes has confirmed management's belief that the combined companies will emerge as an even 
more effective exploration vehicle positioned for the ultimate success of an economic mineral discovery. We are pleased to 
provide an update of activities in the James Bay Lowlands.  As of February 15th, the Company began an approximately 1,275 
metre 9-10 hole diamond drilling program on its REN8 and Area 55 claim groups. Both claim groups are located to the west of the 
main Ring of Fire area of the James Bay Lowlands. This program is designed to test a series of airborne anomalies that were 
located during a VTEM (Versatile Time Domain Electromagnetic) survey carried out for the Company by Geotech Ltd., of Aurora, 
in late 2010. Bold has previously executed an exploration agreement with Kasabonika Lake First Nation and is presently 
employing members from that community.  The Company is also planning for a drill program at the Area 52, 53, 54 and 56 claim 
groups that host a number of high priority anomalies. Negotiations with local First Nation people have been steadily progressing 
over the last year and the Company hopes to commence drilling on these claims later this year.  Additional to these activities, the 
Company is developing its 2012 airborne survey program relating to its ongoing Ring of Fire project with a subsidiary of Dundee 
Corporation (see news release dated May 31, 2011 for terms of this agreement). It is anticipated that this survey will be carried 
out this summer/fall. The goal of the survey is to continue hunting for large base and precious metals deposits in under explored 
areas of Northern Ontario and the James Bay Lowlands ...."  http://www.marketwire.com/press-release/bold-ventures-provides-
update-of-activities-in-the-ring-of-fire-tsx-venture-bol-1626673.htm 

 "The Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (the Agency) has allocated a total of $13,800 to two applicants to support 
their participation in the federal environmental assessment of the proposed Cliffs Chromite Project located in Ontario. The 
recipients are: MiningWatch Canada and the Ontario Coalition of Aboriginal People.  This funding is allocated through the 
Participant Funding Program administered by the Agency and is intended to support public participation in upcoming steps of the 
comprehensive study process, including the review of the Comprehensive Study Report.  A funding review committee, 
independent of the environmental assessment process, was established to assess the funding requests. The Funding Review 
Committee's report, along with further information on the Project, is available on the Agency's website at www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca 
registry number 11-03-63927) ...."  http://www.newswire.ca/en/story/930551/cliffs-chromite-project-federal-funding-allocated-to-

http://www.kenoradailyminerandnews.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3488271
http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/cj-rof-1mar12.pdf
http://bit.ly/AgwJ72
http://www.marketwire.com/press-release/bold-ventures-provides-
http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca
http://www.newswire.ca/en/story/930551/cliffs-chromite-project-federal-funding-allocated-to-


The Ring of Fire News blog shares public information in accordance with the Fair Dealing provisions (§29) of the Copyright Act, and is not responsible for the 
accuracy of the original material. Inclusion of material or sources here should not imply endorsement or otherwise by the Ring of Fire News blog. 

59 

participate-in-the-environmental-assessment 
 
"Participant Funding Program – Aboriginal Funding Envelope (AFE) 
Funding Review Committee’s (FRC) Report 
Allocation of Federal Funds for the Environmental Assessment of the Cliffs Chromite Project 
(....) 
The FRC recommends allocating $122,098.68 of the available AFE funding to support the six applicants as follows: 
    $21,398.68 to Wahnapitae First Nation 
    $28,200.00 to Webequie First Nation 
    $15,900.00 to Métis Nation of Ontario Secretariat, on behalf of Geraldton and Area Métis Council and Sudbury Métis Council 
    $22,050.00 to Aroland First Nation 
    $27,350.00 to Neskantaga First Nation 
    $7,200.00 to Temagami First Nation 
The FRC further recommends that any funding allocation be conditional on the applicants’ providing written comments to the 
Agency on the EIS Guidelines, the EIS and the CSR ...."  http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-eng.cfm?document=54466 
 
"Participant Funding Program – Regular Funding Envelope (RFE) 
Funding Review Committee’s Report 
Allocation of Federal Funds for the Environmental Assessment of the Cliffs Chromite Project 
(....) 
The FRC recommends allocating $13,800 of the available RFE funding to support the two applicants as follows: 
    $7,200 to MiningWatch Canada; and 
    $6,600 to the Ontario Coalition of Aboriginal People. 
The FRC further recommends that any funding allocation be conditional on a provision of written comments, by the applicants, to 
the Agency on the EIS and the CSR ...."  http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-eng.cfm?document=54463 

 "The Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (the Agency) has allocated a total of $21,175 to three applicants to support 
their participation in the federal environmental assessment of the proposed Eagle’s Nest Project located in Ontario. The recipients 
are: Environment North, MiningWatch Canada and Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society – Wildlands League.  This funding is 
allocated through the Participant Funding Program administered by the Agency and is intended to support public participation in 
upcoming steps of the comprehensive study process, including the review of the Comprehensive Study Report ...."  
http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-eng.cfm?document=54387 
 
".... The FRC recommends allocating $21,175 of the available AFE funding to support the three applicants as follows: 
    $6,975 to Environment North 
    $7,000 to MiningWatch Canada 
    $7,200 to Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society – Wildlands League 
The FRC further recommends that any funding allocation be conditional on the applicants’ providing written comments to the 
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Agency on the EIS and on the CSR ...."  http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-eng.cfm?document=54388 
 
".... The FRC recommends allocating $93,449 of the available AFE funding to support the five applicants as follows: 
    $28,200 to the Webequie First Nation 
    $27,000 to the Neskantaga First Nation 
    $7,200 to the Ojibway Nation of Saugeen 
    $20,849 to the Mishkeegogamang First Nation 
    $10,200 to the Métis Nation of Ontario Secretariat 
The FRC further recommends that any funding allocation be conditional on the applicants’ providing written comments to the 
Agency on the EIS guidelines, the EIS and the CSR ...."  http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-eng.cfm?document=54389 

 "KWG Resources Inc. says it has acquired 49 claims south of McFaulds Lake in Ontario’s Ring of Fire mineral zone that 
“complete an important section of the railway corridor staked by KWG subsidiary Canada Chrome Corporation.”  The acquired 
claims also contain a potential source of aggregate material, KWG said in a Wednesday release.  “Locating and securing a local 
source of aggregate material for the construction of the rail embankment is an important component of enhancing the project’s 
feasibility,” said KWG president Frank Smeenk.  Through Canada Chrome, KWG has been working to develop a transportation 
corridor that would link the high potential mineral zone with centres to the south.  Canada Chrome has staked claims and 
conducted a $15-million surveying and soil testing program for the engineering and construction of a rail line to the Ring of Fire 
zone from Exton, near Nakina in the town of Greenstone, where it could connect with the CN main line.  The company has 
teamed with the Greenstone Economic Development Corporation in filing an application with the federal government’s P3 Canada 
infrastructure fund to pay for the quarter of the estimated $1.98 billion railway project.  Late last year, it named former 
Attawapiskat First Nation chief Theresa Okimaw-Hall as Canada Chrome’s executive director, with a mandate to pursue 
opportunities for the First Nations affected by the Ring of Fire developments and to formulate mechanisms for their participation in 
the equity of Canada Chrome.  KWG also holds a 28-per-cent interest in the Cliffs Natural Resources Big Daddy chromite deposit 
in the Ring of Fire zone."  http://insupportofmining.wordpress.com/2012/03/01/kwg-plugs-gap-in-ring-of-fire-rail-corridor  

 "NORTHERN ONTARIO 
 
The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Bas Balkissoon): We will deal with the motion by Mr. Vanthof. 
 
Mr. Vanthof has moved private member’s notice of motion number 9. Is it the pleasure of the House that the motion carry? I heard 
a no. 
 
All those in favour of the motion, please say “aye.” 
 
All those opposed to the motion, please say “nay.” 
 
I’d say the ayes have it. The motion is carried. 
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Motion agreed to."  http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/house-proceedings/house_detail.do?Date=2012-03-
01&Parl=40&Sess=1&locale=en#P1099_328284 
 
"Private Members' Notice of Motion Number 9 
 
Mr. Vanthof – That, in the opinion of this House, a committee of the Legislative Assembly, with authority to meet at the call of the 
Chair, should be established as follows; 
 
That the membership of the committee be comprised of every member of the Legislative Assembly whose electoral district lies 
north of the French River; and 
 
That the committee be empowered to consider and report to the House its observations, opinions and recommendations on all 
policies and legislation of the province that directly impact Northern Ontario; and 
 
To which any bills whose principal focus and impact affect Northern Ontario may be referred."  http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/house-
proceedings/house_detail.do?locale=en&Date=2012-03-01&detailPage=/house-proceedings/orders-and-
notices/files_html/019_March_01_2012.htm#tidyout 
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