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OPEN SOURCE INFORMATION 
Ring of Fire 

  
Date Details/source 

19 Nov 11 "Alberta is seen as Canada’s energy capital. The massive oil, natural gas, and oil sands in Alberta and Saskatchewan are fueling 
the massive economic growth across the west. Calgary is the brains in the energy sector, and Edmonton and Fort MacMurray are 
the muscle.  There is, should we here in Northwestern Ontario take this as a model, for a similar one for Thunder Bay, Sudbury, 
and Greenstone with reference to the mining opportunties in The Ring of Fire.  Thunder Bay should be the base where important 
decisions are made on mining in Northwestern Ontario. As well our city can be where the research and analysis can be 
completed. Additionally, for Northern Ontario and beyond, Thunder Bay can be the destination for sample inspection, analytical 
testing, and advisory services for the minerals, exploration, and mining industries. We would likely within a short period of time 
develop a global network of state-of-the-art laboratories.  Sudbury can be the processing site for the ferrochrome processor. 
Greenstone can serve, in conjunction with Thunder Bay as the distribution point for materials needed onsite in the mines.  Such a 
move fits in tightly with Thunder Bay’s Strategic Plan. While the Strat Plan says we will aggressively pursue the chromite 
processor, more importantly in the long term it says, “We will grow and attract more technology and knowledge-based/research 
companies”.  Our strategic plan also states Thunder Bay will “Pursue the development of a Mining Centre of Excellence in 
conjunction with the private sector, training and educational institutions such and Lakehead University and Confederation College, 
and urban and regional Aboriginal organizations.” ...."  http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/19/thunder-bay-should-be-the-base-for-
a

http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/19/thunder-bay-should-be-the-base-for-
-knowledge-based-world-class-mining-centre/  

18 Nov 11 "As the controversy over the environmental study of a proposed Ring of Fire mine drags on, another proposed mine in the Ring of 
Fire has started a similar environmental assessment process.  The environmental assessment for Noront Resources’ proposed 
Eagles Nest mine kicked off Nov. 15 with the opening of a 30-day public comment period.  The Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Agency (CEAA) decided to do a comprehensive study, the same process chosen for Cliffs Natural Resources’ 
proposed chromite mine.  CEAA spokesperson Celine Legault said that the agency determined there was no need for the Noront 
project to be subjected to a more intensive Joint Review Panel (JRP) assessment.  “At any time during the study the (federal) 
minister of environment can refer the assessment to a Joint Review Panel,” Legault said.  He said the decision to refer the project 
to a JRP would be based on the project having “likely, significant adverse effects” and “major public concerns.”  A JRP review 
would involve a panel of independent experts overseeing the review, and include community meetings where oral testimonies and 
concerns could be raised.  In contrast, a comprehensive study is done by the CEAA itself. In a comprehensive study only written 
submissions are accepted.  The Noront comprehensive study will involve three public comment periods where any member of the 
public can submit a written concern to the CEAA, Legault said. The first public comment period has a deadline of Dec. 16.  During 
the second public comment period meetings will be held in affected Aboriginal communities, Legault said.  She added that 
consultation with Aboriginal groups has been ongoing since Noront submitted its project description in the spring of 2011.  
Noront’s assessment now falls in the middle of what has become a political battle over the Cliffs’ chromite mine environment 
assessment. During the past month the Cliffs project has come under attack from affected First Nations and environmental 
groups, who cite the potential for serious environmental affects in calling on the government to implement a full JRP assessment 

http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/19/thunder-bay-should-be-the-base-for-
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of the project .... So far federal environment minister Joe Oliver has not responded to Matawa’s request.  Matawa spokesperson 
Anita Fraser said Matawa chiefs were discussing what to do about the Noront project, but no statement had been prepared as of 
press time.  Noront’s Eagles Nest project plans to mine one million tonnes of high grade nickel, copper, platinum and palladium 
each year for 11 years at an underground mine near Webequie.  Concentrate from the mine would be pumped about 100 
kilometres in a buried pipeline to Webequie Junction, 20 kilometres south of Webequie.  According to the company’s proposal, a 
filtering and drying plant to process the concentrate would be built at Webequie Junction, along with a diesel power generation 
station to supply the mine with electricity. A winter road would connect the mine site to Webequie Junction.  In order to bring its 
materials to southern markets, Noront has proposed to build an all-weather road from Webequie Junction to Pickle Lake. The all-
weather road would follow the existing winter road route."  http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2011/11/18/study-second-
proposed

http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2011/11/18/study-second-
-ring-fire-mine-underway_22078 

 "Teams from Thunder Bay and Greenstone arrived back in Northwestern Ontario after meetings with Cliff’s Natural Resouces this 
week. They were happy with the results of their meetings with Cliffs. However it appears perhaps that enthusiasm might have 
been premature. The Mayor and Chief, along with representatives from the City and the CEDC, flew to Cleveland on Tuesday to 
present a business case and strategic advantages for locating the ferrochrome processing facility in Thunder Bay.  Cliff’s Natural 
Resources has issued an update on The Ring of Fire. That October Update states that the Ferrochrome Production Facility will be 
in Sudbury.  “Refining the concentrate will occur at the Ferrochrome Production Facility located for the Base Case on privately 
owned lands near Capreol within a rural area of the City of Greater Sudbury. The size of the site will be approximately 1.5 km by 1 
km. The site is currently designated as “Rural”, allowing a variety of land uses, especially those that provide rural economic 
benefits that are balanced with protection of the natural environment and the agricultural resource base”.  “Infrastructure and 
services will be required to support construction and operation of the Ferrochrome Production Facility. It is estimated that 350-450 
people will work at the site during construction and 350-450 during operations. These workers will commute daily to the site from 
the surrounding area. The availability of skilled labour is a significant consideration in selecting the location of the Ferrochrome 
Production Facility. The principal infrastructure and services include:  • Road access to the site will be from Regional Road 84, 
which currently connects the site with Highway 545 and Capreol, approximately 20 km distant. The paved two-lane road ends at 
the site and will be upgraded as necessary.  • Rail access to the site will be by reinstating the former rail line and siding from the 
CN mainline to the site. The rail bed still exists and is used as a haul road by the current site operator. Proximity and connection 
with the CN transcontinental rail line is an important consideration in the selection of a site for the Ferrochrome Production 
Facility.  • Electrical power will be provided to the site by constructing a new 230 kV power line parallel to existing 500 kV and 44 
kV power lines. The 500 kV line runs north for approximately 14 km from the Hanmer Transformer Station. The 44 kV line runs 
northwest for approximately 10 km from the larger line directly towards the site. The new line will be constructed within the 
existing rights-of-way to the extent possible”."  http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/18/cliffs-natural-resources-report-states-
ferrochrome

http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/18/cliffs-natural-resources-report-states-
-production-will-be-in-sudbury/  (PDF presentation modified 24 Oct 11 downloadable at 

http://www.cliffsnaturalresources.com/EN/NewsCenter/MediaResources/Documents/Cliffs%20Chromite%20Booklet%20-
%20Feb4%20E%20
http://www.cliffsnaturalresources.com/EN/NewsCenter/MediaResources/Documents/Cliffs%20Chromite%20Booklet%20-

-%20web.pdf or http://www.scribd.com/doc/73154713/Cliffs-Chromite-Booklet-Feb4-E-Web http://www.scribd.com/doc/73154713/Cliffs-Chromite-Booklet-Feb4-E-Web or 
http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/cliffs-chromite-booklet-feb4-e-web.pdf http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/cliffs-chromite-booklet-feb4-e-web.pdf  ) 

 Editorial:  ".... Both communities stressed the importance of their alliance with First Nations. But while Hobbs and other Thunder 
Bay leaders travelled to Cleveland with Fort William First Nation Chief Peter Collins, the Greenstone delegation did not include a 
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representative from Matawa First Nations with member communities closest to the Black Thor chromite deposit. Matawa recently 
withdrew its support for the project in a dispute over environmental review. Greenstone instead met Cliffs with Charles Fox, a 
former grand chief of the Nishnawbe Aski Nation which includes Matawa. As such, Fox could be signalling he may be able to help 
get Matawa back on side.  Whereas the Municipality of Greenstone encompasses the sites where the ore’s road and rail 
transportation routes meet, Thunder Bay has the huge additional benefit of a seaway port. Thunder Bay also counts among its 
partners Thunder Bay Hydro, a potential bonus as Cliffs presses the province for a better break on electricity pricing. This is the 
biggest drawback for any Northern Ontario site. Neighbouring Manitoba and Quebec enjoy lower industrial power rates, as do 
U.S. states on the other side of the Great Lakes.  One big plus for Thunder Bay is the existence of its Ontario power plant which 
produces just the right amount of electricity needed to power the electric arc furnaces that will process the chromite ore. Central to 
a longstanding Northwest argument for a homegrown power rate is the fact more power is produced here than is needed. 
Ontario’s plans to modernize its power grid could easily accommodate the electricity needs of the region and the processor.  One 
final nugget: As Hobbs and Collins peered out the window of their flight home Wednesday, they agreed vacant land on Mission 
Island next to the power plant would be the perfect place for Cliffs to build is processor."  
http://www.chroniclejournal.com/editorial/daily_editorial/2011-11-18/chromite-competition http://www.chroniclejournal.com/editorial/daily_editorial/2011-11-18/chromite-competition  

 “They say Cleveland is nice this time of year.  That’s what a delegation of Greenstone leaders were feeling Thursday as they rode 
the euphoria of what appeared to be a successful sales pitch to Cliffs Natural Resources top executives regarding the location for 
a chromite processor.  “They asked some tough but important and insightful questions,” Greenstone mayor Ron Beaulieu said 
Thursday.  “Clearly they have been giving a lot of consideration to the benefits of the Exton site (near Nakina).”  Wednesday’s 
face-to-face meeting in Cleveland included Beaulieu, Greenstone chief administrator Roy Sinclair, former Ontario Energy Minister 
George Smitherman and former Nishnawbe Aski Nation grand chief Charles Fox, who emphasized to Cliffs “the overarching 
importance of the Matawa First Nations co-operation to the success of the project.” ….  Greenstone’s plan “has been upgraded 
with more detailed information and maps related to electricity supply,” Beaulieu said ….”  
http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/tb-visit-cliffs-cj-18nov11.pdf or http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/tb-visit-cliffs-cj-18nov11.pdf http://bit.ly/vYc3JT http://bit.ly/vYc3JT  
 
"Municipal delegations from Thunder Bay and Greenstone headed to Cleveland in mid-November to each make their best pitch to 
Cliffs Natural Resources to land a ferrochrome processing plant catering to the Ring of Fire mineral deposits.  The Thunder Bay 
Alliance, consisting of Mayor Keith Hobbs, economic development officials and the Fort William First Nation, presented their 
business case and the strategic advantages of locating the plant in the northwestern Ontario port city.  “Our presentation of the 
Thunder Bay business case to Cliffs is a key aspect of the city's broader mining strategy and is among many economic 
development initiatives aimed at developing the city as a regional centre of exploration and mining,” said John Mason, mining 
services project manager with the Thunder Bay Community Economic Development Commission in a Nov. 14 statement.  The 
city is promoting a brownfield site on the Fort William First Nation to Cliffs as well as nearby port facilities and a government 
generating station in its presentation.  Hot on their heels were a group from Greenstone that included Mayor Ron Beaulieu, former 
Nishnawbe Aski Nation Grand Chief Charles Fox, and former provincial energy minister-turned-consultant George Smitherman.  
Greenstone, which already stands to benefit as an important railway junction to the Ring of Fire at its Exton site, wants to grab the 
ferrochrome processing as well.  In a Nov. 17 statement, Beaulieu said Cliffs officials asked “tough, but important and insightful 
questions” but clearly are “giving a lot of consideration to the benefits of the Exton site.”  Meanwhile, Cliffs environmental and First 
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Nations staff were in Thunder Bay and Sudbury for public open houses. Thunder Bay and Capreol, on the outskirts of Sudbury, 
are two potential sites for the smelter."  http://www.northernontariobusiness.com/Around-the-North/111114/Smokestack-chasing-
in

http://www.northernontariobusiness.com/Around-the-North/111114/Smokestack-chasing-
-Cleveland.aspx 

 “Matawa First Nations launched a new charity, Gathering of Rivers for Community Care, on Thursday at the Thunder Bay office.  
The charity’s mission is to support and improve the lives of Matawa First Nations children, youth and families by funding projects 
such as learning centres and recreational facilities in remote Aboriginal communities.  Federal funding meets the basic needs of 
Matawa First Nations communities, but does not provide the resources that young people need to prosper, said David Paul 
Achneepineskum, CEO of Matawa First Nations Management.  “When we look at our youth in our communities today. . . we have 
youth that lack education, lack proper training,” he said.  Wayne Moonias, president of the new charity, said that education is the 
key to success for Aboriginal youth.  “Advancing the aspirations of our youth is very important for our communities to prosper,” he 
said.  Young people need to be able to believe that they can be anything they want to be, Achneepineskum added.  The first 
major donation to Gathering of Rivers, 10 new Young Explorer computers from IBM Canada, was also announced on Thursday.  
The computers, housed in colourful Little Tikes furniture, come equipped with educational software to help children aged three to 
seven to learn and explore concepts in math, science and language.  Valued at $2,600 each, the units will be distributed to each 
of the nine First Nation communities associated with Matawa First Nations, with one remaining in Thunder Bay at the office’s 
learning centre ...."  http://www.chroniclejournal.com/content/news/local/2011/11/18/education-charity%E2%80%99s-focus http://www.chroniclejournal.com/content/news/local/2011/11/18/education-charity%E2%80%99s-focus  

 "Matawa chiefs are taking their Ring of Fire dispute to their people.  On Friday Matawa officials released a brochure they’ve sent 
to their communities to inform residents of northern reserves about the activities in their traditional territories with respect to the 
Ring of Fire.  According to an email obtained by TB Newswatch, the brochure covers Matawa’s repeated attempts to 
communicate with the government about Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. and Noront Resources Ltd. projects and the request for a 
joint panel review environmental assessment and subsequent judicial review filed in federal court on Nov. 7, 2011.  Matawa chiefs 
met with the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency and the Ministry of Northern Development and Mines on Oct. 20, and 
the following day withdrew their support of Ring of Fire development, stating a comprehensive study environmental assessment 
was “inadequate.”  Earlier this week the CEAA announced Noront it has begun accepting public comment on Noront’s base-metal 
mining Eagle’s Nest project in the James Bay Lowlands.  Cliffs is looking to mine a major chromite deposit in the Ring of Fire, 
which some experts have pegged its worth at up to $30 billion.  Matawa chiefs withdrew their support of the projects, calling on 
the provincial and federal governments to step in, in conjunction with First Nations governments, to produce an environmental 
assessment for each project, which would allow for more hearings and local consultation so First Nations issues can be both 
heard and addressed.  “The government is failing in this whole Ring of Fire and northern development initiative,” Marten Falls 
Chief Eli Moonias is quoted as saying in the brochure, which urges residents to talk to their community communications liaison 
officer or the Matawa Four Rivers Environmental Advisory Service ...."  http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/174582/Matawa-
chiefs

http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/174582/Matawa-
-bring-mining-fight-to-communities 

17 Nov 11 "Fort William First Nation Chief Peter Collins and Thunder Bay Mayor Keith Hobbs agree that the ferrochrome processor that is to 
be part of the Ring of Fire development needs to be in Northwestern Ontario, whether it is Thunder Bay or the Township of 
Greenstone.  Hobbs and Collins, along with other local leaders, returned to Thunder Bay on Wednesday following a trip to Cliffs 
Natural Resources headquarters in Cleveland, Ohio, where they pitched Thunder Bay’s case as a potential site for the processor.  
“The pitch was just that Thunder Bay may not be the base case, but it is the best case,” Hobbs said shortly after returning to the 
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city.  Sudbury is currently Cliff’s base case, but Hobbs said Northwestern Ontario will only benefit if chosen as the site.  “There will 
be no benefit in this region if it goes to Sudbury,” he said.  The pitch focused on strong leadership and alliance with First Nations, 
Thunder Bay Hydro and the Thunder Bay Port Authority.  “I think we did everything that we could possibly do as a group,” Collins 
said.  “We put the best presentation on the table that we could, and at the end of the day they will make their mind up and do their 
selection as to where it goes, but I think we opened their eyes and their  ars as to Thunder Bay and Fort William as the best case 
and the best solution.”  Hobbs and Collins recognize there are drawbacks for Thunder Bay as a potential site, such as the high 
cost of energy and transportation.  Hobbs said hydro is a weakness for everyone, but it is something the city needs to work on, 
and not just for the possibility of hosting a ferrochrome processor.  “We still have work to do,” Hobbs said.  “This is an ongoing 
thing. And not just for the processor, but for industry as a whole. Our industrial base is down and we need to build that up,” he 
said.  “Ultimately, power is the issue, where to get the right price on power,” Collins added.  “That will be (Cliffs’) decision, I’m 
guessing, when they move forward.”  Land availability was also a concern, but Collins said there are options, either in the city of 
Thunder Bay or on Fort William First Nation.  “As we flew in we looked at the perfect site, and it’s in the city of Thunder Bay,” 
Collins said ...."  http://www.chroniclejournal.com/content/news/local/2011/11/17/pitch-made http://www.chroniclejournal.com/content/news/local/2011/11/17/pitch-made
 
"The chief of Fort William First Nation says a group that went to Cleveland to visit with Cliff’s Natural Resources did everything it 
could to convince the company to put its smelter in Thunder Bay.  Chief Peter Collins, Thunder Bay mayor Keith Hobbs and a 
host of other local leaders and administrators flew to Cliff’s headquarters to pitch the city as the company’s best case for a 
ferrochrome processor, expected to bring up to 500 jobs with it.  I think that we did everything we possibly could do as a group,” 
Collins said Wednesday afternoon just after getting off of the plane.  “At the end of the day they’ll make their mind up… but I think 
we opened their eyes and their ears.”  Hobbs said the presentation focused on leadership, showing the alliance between the city, 
Fort William First Nation, Thunder Bay Hydro and Thunder Bay Port Authority. But the area does have setbacks, mainly energy 
prices and transportation.  “They’re looking for cheap energy and we’ve known that all along and the transportation piece I mean 
that’s one of our weaknesses that Kinghorn (railway) line got torn up,” Hobbs said.  “Ultimately it’s the power that’s the issue,” 
Collins said. “That will be the decision maker I guess.”  Land was also discussed.  “As we flew in we looked at the perfect site and 
it’s in the city of Thunder Bay” Collins said ...."  http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/174353/Back-home http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/174353/Back-home
 
"Thunder Bay mayor Keith Hobbs was all smiles Wednesday night when he stepped off the chartered plane that took him and six 
others to Cleveland, Ohio. He said the pitch the delegation made to Cliffs Natural Resources to build its chromite smelter in the 
northwest was well-received.  “It went very well, we had a great presentation,” he said, noting that the presentation was months in 
the making.  Fort William First Nation Chief Peter Collins was part of the delegation.  Hobbs said he thinks Thunder Bay residents 
are already on board.  “Well, there were over 350 people at the open house that Cliff's put on here, and from what they told us 
there weren't too many negative comments at all,” he said. “People want work, and they want to be working in Thunder Bay.”  
Hobbs said he asks people about the smelter on his walkabouts, and gets positive feedback.  George Stevenson is one Thunder 
Bay resident who supports bringing a smelter to the area.  “It'll be a positive for our community and for the region,” he said.  “It 
could mean a lot of machine shop work in Thunder Bay; it could mean a lot of the fellas getting employment out at the Ring of 
Fire.” .... Other people were more cautious. Pat Hovi said she has some questions.  “I think we want to know whether it's going to 
increase employment opportunities for the people in Thunder Bay, or whether there's an environmental issue we need to know 
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about as well. Those are my concerns.”  Hobbs said consultation with the public will be Cliffs’ responsibility, once it chooses the 
location for the smelter ...."  http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/story/2011/11/17/tby-hobbs-smelter.html http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/story/2011/11/17/tby-hobbs-smelter.html

 ".... The increase in aboriginal involvement stems mainly from Canada’s rapid economic growth. As mining, forestry and 
hydroelectric companies push deeper into the wilderness, they are disturbing traditional lifestyles more than ever. On November 
7th nine First Nations in northern Ontario asked a federal court to stop development in the “ring of fire”, a lucrative chromite 
deposit, until a more comprehensive environmental assessment is conducted. Now that the United States has delayed a decision 
on the Keystone XL oil pipeline (see article), Canada’s government wants to build an alternative pipeline to carry crude oil from 
Alberta’s tar sands to the Pacific coast and then to Asia. But First Nations who claim territory on the route vow to oppose it. 
Facing such resistance, mining firms have been signing deals with First Nations—117 so far—to give them a greater say and 
share in resource projects ...."  http://www.economist.com/node/21538794 http://www.economist.com/node/21538794

 "Marilyn Boyce says Matawa First Nations youth aren’t without hope, but a push in the right direction never hurts.  It’s what the 
Eabametoong First Nation teen hopes will emerge from Gathering of Rivers for Community Care,  the newly forged charitable 
organization  the First Nation created as a way to fill in the gaps Matawa leaders says are preventing both on- and off-reserve 
youth from achieving success.  The charity will provide scholarships and bursaries to encourage students to stay in school, allow 
for the creation of learning centres in each Matawa community and money for health and social services support .... Matawa CEO 
David Paul Acheepineskum said they decided to go the charity route to tap into Canada’s $8 billion philanthropy network, money 
they are not allowed to access as First Nations communities.  The need is too great to ignore, he said. Basic needs aren’t being 
met in many circumstances, and government money, from both the provincial and federal levels isn’t enough.  “It does not 
address a lot of the shortfalls that are quite obvious in our communities. We have youth that lack education, youth that lack 
opportunities,” Achneepineskum said.  “Hopefully through this (charity) we can educate the philanthropy sector that it’s OK to give 
to the Aboriginal communities.”  Achneepineskum added they plan to aggressively go after big business too. Their first major 
donation came from IBM Canada Ltd., which gave 10 Young Explore computers to the charity for use in several Northern 
communities.  Wayne Moonias, president of Matawa’s board of directors, said it’s time to stop the struggles being felt by First 
Nation’s youth, many of whom live in disadvantaged situations.  “We need to support the aspirations of our youth,” Moonias said. 
“We want to help our youth … We’ve always looked at supporting the grassroots of our communities.”  For more information 
about the organization, which officially received its charitable status this past March, visit www.gatheringrivers.com."  www.gatheringrivers.com.
http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/174432/Charity-formed  (29 Sept 11 job posting for Development Cohttp://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/174432/Charity-formed -ordinator Internship here 
http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/09/gorfcc-development-coordinator-intern-job-posting-october-2011.pdf )http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/09/gorfcc-development-coordinator-intern-job-posting-october-2011.pdf  

 "In Cleveland yesterday afternoon, senior management of Cliffs Natural Resources hosted a multi-hour meeting with a delegation 
from the Municipality of Greenstone. The focus of the wide ranging discussion was the potential for siting a ferrochrome refinery 
at Exton Siding (between Nakina and the Aroland First Nation). Greenstone Mayor Renald (Ron) Beaulieu observed, “I was 
pleased and impressed with the responsiveness and attention our submission received from the Cliffs representatives. They 
asked some tough but important and insightful questions. Clearly they have been giving a lot of consideration to the benefits of 
the Exton site.”  The Greenstone presentation in Cleveland is an updated version of the “North West Kick- Start” plan released at 
a media conference in Thunder Bay earlier in the fall. However, the submission has been upgraded with more detailed 
information and maps related to electricity supply. The Greenstone delegation made similar presentations to officials at Queen’s 
Park before going to Cleveland.  The Mayor commented, “I am very pleased with the quality of the case the Greenstone 
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delegation made in Cleveland. Residents of Greenstone and throughout the Region should be confident that we advanced 
important points in favour of Greenstone being the site for the ferrochrome refinery. The points made were related to 
sustainability, economics, electricity supply, First Nations relations and support.” The Mayor continued, “We also talked about the 
Greenstone mining and exploration legacy and its strategic location as a labour source for workers in all facets of the planned 
chromite operation.”  Charles Fox, a former Grand Chief of the Nishnawbe Aski Nation carefully outlined the important relationship 
that Greenstone has with local First Nations, and the overarching importance of the Matawa First Nations cooperation to the 
success of the project.  The Greenstone delegation and Cliffs spent a significant period of time in the session, discussing the 
electricity related aspect of the “North West Kick-Start” and how it supplied an innovative and cost effective way of providing the 
required electricity to the Exton site. Meeting these criteria is considered to be an important element of site selection.  The 
delegation included the Mayor, Greenstone Chief Administrative Officer Roy Sinclair, Charles Fox and Meladina Hardy, former 
Deputy Premier of Ontario, George Smitherman, Don Huff of Environmental Communications Options and Larry Doran of 
Imperium Energy.  The session ran overtime, and concluded with Cliffs thanking the delegation, agreement on a list of items for 
follow-up, and a discussion when the next meeting would be held in Greenstone.  Mayor Beaulieu stated that the Cleveland trip is 
only a single step in Greenstone’s work with area First Nations, Cliffs, and others to ensure the ferrochrome refinery is 
appropriately located in Exton."  http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/17/greenstone-pumps-up-efforts-for-ferrochrome-processor/ http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/17/greenstone-pumps-up-efforts-for-ferrochrome-processor/
http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/1321544724_mediarelease-greenstoneandcliffsclevelandmeeting.pdf http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/1321544724_mediarelease-greenstoneandcliffsclevelandmeeting.pdf  
http://www.huffstrategy.com/MediaManager/release/Municipality-of-Greenstone/17-11-11/Greenstone-meets-with-Cliffs-in-
Cleveland/2388.html
http://www.huffstrategy.com/MediaManager/release/Municipality-of-Greenstone/17-11-11/Greenstone-meets-with-Cliffs-in-

  
 "Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) chiefs, executives, Elders, women and youth will gather in Thunder Bay Nov. 22-24 to discuss 

jurisdictional matters affecting NAN territory.  This special chiefs assembly will included discussion on prescription drug abuse, 
governance and education jurisdiction, the NAN leadership selection process, mining, housing and economic development, lands 
and resources, and youth projects.  The three-day assembly will be held at the Victoria Inn in Thunder Bay and will open with a 
special Grand Entry to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the Keewaywin Conference."  
http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2011/11/17/nan-special-assembly-will-discuss-jurisdiction_22077 http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2011/11/17/nan-special-assembly-will-discuss-jurisdiction_22077

 "Ring of Fire Resources Inc. announces that it has closed the first tranche of a private placement previously announced in its 
press release of October 19, 2011 ...."  
http://www.ringoffireresources.com/s/NewsReleases.asp?ReportID=491451&_Type=News-Releases&_Title=Ring-of-Fire-
Resources
http://www.ringoffireresources.com/s/NewsReleases.asp?ReportID=491451&_Type=News-Releases&_Title=Ring-of-Fire-

-Inc.-Closes-First-Tranche-of-Private-Placement  
16 Nov 11 "The Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency is accepting public comments on the proposed Eagle’s Nest project in the 

Ring of Fire.  Noront Resources Ltd. has proposed a base-metal mining project in the area, in the James Bay Lowlands.  The 
agency has prepared draft environmental impact statement guidelines that identify potential environmental effects to be 
addressed and information that needs to be included in the proponent’s statement.  The federal and provincial governments are 
co-ordinating their respective processes for the comprehensive environmental assessment of the project.  Noront is proposing an 
11-year, 2,960-tonne-per-day, underground nickel-copper-platinum mine, to be located 500 kilometres northeast of Thunder Bay. 
The proposal also includes an underground concentrate processing facility, an all-season access road from Pickle Lake to 
Webequie Junction, a concentrate pipeline from Webequie Junction to the mine site and an ancillary mine infrastructure.  Public 
comments on the draft guidelines will be reviewed and considered before the document is finalized, the agency says. Deadline for 

http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/17/greenstone-pumps-up-efforts-for-ferrochrome-processor/
http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/1321544724_mediarelease-greenstoneandcliffsclevelandmeeting.pdf
http://www.huffstrategy.com/MediaManager/release/Municipality-of-Greenstone/17-11-11/Greenstone-meets-with-Cliffs-in-
http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2011/11/17/nan-special-assembly-will-discuss-jurisdiction_22077
http://www.ringoffireresources.com/s/NewsReleases.asp?ReportID=491451&_Type=News-Releases&_Title=Ring-of-Fire-
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comment is Dec. 16.  The agency said Tuesday in a news release that this is the first of several public comment periods that will 
occur during the environmental assessment.  In addition, a total of $40,000 is available to assist groups and individuals who want 
to participate in the federal environmental assessment ...."  
http://www.chroniclejournal.com/content/news/local/2011/11/16/noront%E2%80%99s-mine-proposal-under-microscope http://www.chroniclejournal.com/content/news/local/2011/11/16/noront%E2%80%99s-mine-proposal-under-microscope
 
Editorial:  "TWO LARGE resource development proposals in this country highlight the difficulties in balancing economic 
opportunity with environmental protection. The addition of economic uncertainty and cultural considerations makes this balancing 
act even tougher.  Here in the Northwest, the proposal to develop the huge Ring of Fire chromite project is the subject of dispute 
over what form of environmental assessment is suitable. A comprehensive study of Cliffs Natural Resources’ proposal, by the 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency, is already under way. First Nations in the James Bay Lowlands withdrew their 
support of the project when the federal government opted not to conduct a higher-level joint review panel EA.  Matawa First 
Nations claims the comprehensive study EA provides “no realistic opportunity for First Nations to participate.” It says the current 
process will fast track the EA process for government and Cliffs, but put First Nation communities and their lands at serious risk.  
In a project report, Cliffs Ferroalloys president William Boor states that the EA will be a thorough review of all components of the 
project.  “It will continue to include extensive discussions and consultation with all levels of government and communities, 
particularly the First Nations communities where the project is located,” he said.  While the CEAA calls for public comment, Cliffs 
is reportedly sending representatives to each affected First Nation for individual discussions.  The comprehensive study is one of 
three types of environmental assessments. It tends to be geared to large projects with the potential for major adverse 
environmental effects.  CEAA spokesman Celine Legault said the study could widen to a joint review panel if the federal 
environment minister deems there is sufficient public concern or considerable environmental impacts that can’t be mitigated.  A 
joint review panel involves an appointed group of experts who review and assess a project by inviting open discussion and 
exchange of views involving a large number of interest groups and members of the public.  Timing is important for a development 
of this size and delays can threaten the project ...."  http://www.chroniclejournal.com/editorial/daily_editorial/2011-11-
16/development

http://www.chroniclejournal.com/editorial/daily_editorial/2011-11-
-and-delay 

 Letter, Steve May (CEO, Sudbury Federal Green Party Association) to CEAA:  ".... I am frustrated that the CEAA has chosen to 
assess Cliffs Chromite project as a single project, disconnected from the reality of development proposals on the ground in the 
Ring of Fire. If ever there was an area of proposed development for which a Joint Assessment should be used by the CEAA, 
clearly Northwestern Ontario’s remote Ring of Fire fits the bill, as development is to be in an isolated, geographically confined 
area, which because of its ecology, is sensitive in nature. The Ring of Fire is located within the habitat area of Canada’s iconic 
woodland caribou, an endangered species which is very skittish when it comes to development. While I am glad that the draft 
Guidelines developed by the CEAA require the assessment of potential impacts on caribou from Cliffs Chromite project, the fact is 
that this assessment should be taking place on a broader scale, and it should consider the impacts from all anticipated 
development.  This ad hoc approach to assessing development is doing a considerable disservice to the people of Canada, and 
to residents of the City of Greater Sudbury in particular, who may be on the hook to finance upgrades to service a ferrochrome 
production facility which may ultimately be bigger in scale and used longer than anticipated to simply service ore and concentrate 
from Cliffs Black Thor deposit. We don’t know what we’re getting ourselves into here, and the EA process contemplated in the 
draft Guidelines won’t provide clarity when it comes to actual anticipated impacts. A more comprehensive process which 

http://www.chroniclejournal.com/content/news/local/2011/11/16/noront%E2%80%99s-mine-proposal-under-microscope
http://www.chroniclejournal.com/editorial/daily_editorial/2011-11-
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assesses the Ring of Fire in its entirety is therefore necessary.  Another process is available to the CEAA: the Joint Environmental 
Assessment process. The CEAA should require a Joint EA process at this time. It is to the CEAA’s, and ultimately Canada’s 
shame, that our federal environmental assessment agency is deciding to pursue an ad-hoc approach when environmental 
sustainability and the health of Canadians could be at risk from development if it proceeds in an uncoordinated manner.  Further, 
Cliffs may find itself financially disadvantaged for being the first company through the door, as it were, and may have to foot the 
bill to answer many questions which go beyond the specifics of their project. To make the process fair for Cliffs, a Joint 
Environmental Assessment process would see costs shared amongst all who will benefit from resource exploitation ...."  
http://sudburysteve.blogspot.com/2011/11/cliffs-chromite-project-my-response-to.html or http://sudburysteve.blogspot.com/2011/11/cliffs-chromite-project-my-response-to.html
http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/sudburysteve-blogspot-com-
sudbury_steve_may_cliffs_chromite_project_my_response_to_the_canadian_environmental_assessm
http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/sudburysteve-blogspot-com-

ent_agency-16nov11.pdf  
or http://bit.ly/scl37m http://bit.ly/scl37m or http://www.thesudburystar.com/Blogs/ViewCommunityPage.aspx?BlogID=20922 http://www.thesudburystar.com/Blogs/ViewCommunityPage.aspx?BlogID=20922  

 "In Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI) the Chief and Council are working to make a difference in their community. However in 
trying to have others, specifically mining companies, and the Ontario government respect a cemetery, burials and sacred sites, or 
traditional lands, it seems that respect is simply not there. Chief Donny Morris has the support of the people of KI behind him. The 
First Nation has passed by referendum two resolutions which are binding on their lands. Those resolutions are to protect the 
watershed, and lands on which the people live, and have lived.  The issue may be as big as putting Northern Ontario’s mining 
future at stake.  That Chief Morris is placed in a position where he states, “we are inevitably going down the path of the Platinex 
dispute”, speaks very poorly of the real efforts and words spoken by Premier Dalton McGuinty and the Ontario Government. The 
Platinex dispute saw six people, including Chief Morris and members of the KI Council jailed for contempt of court. At that time KI 
was finally in a position where they had no money left to fight in court.  KI is seeking that consultation take place before 
exploration takes place on its traditional lands. The Ontario Government has passed changes to the Mining Act stating: “78.2 (1) 
No person shall carry out an activity prescribed for the purposes of this section on a mining claim, mining lease or licence of 
occupation for mining purposes unless the person has submitted an exploration plan, in accordance with any prescribed 
requirements, including any Aboriginal consultation that may be prescribed. 2009, c. 21, s. 40.”  .... “GLR’s position is to engage 
in exploration activities on the leased 16 claims. The property has excellent exploration potential with assays to follow as they are 
made available to the Company. As with many First Nations in Ontario, GLR would like to have a negotiated agreement in place 
with the KI, addressing both parties concerns and activities with mutual respect and understanding.  “For readers unfamiliar with 
the Ontario Mining Act, regulations, process and protocols, mining companies such as GLR have only 2 years in which to carry 
out and report work on staked mining claims. If work is not reported, the mining claims expire.  “Although the Ontario Government 
provides basic guidelines, including the recommendation and obligation to consult with First Nations, there are currently no 
guidelines in place to help us determine how to act when attempts to consult go unanswered for long periods of time. 
Furthermore, the obligation to consult has been interpreted by many First Nation communities to mean “obtain their permission”. 
Under the new Mining Act, claimholders in Ontario do not require permission from First Nations – rather, they are required to 
consult with First Nations. In our current case, KI chose to stonewall, rather than to communicate back on burial site locations, or 
allow any form of consultation.”  What it appears is that there is a wide gulf between KI and GLR and the actions of the Ontario 
Government are widening that gulf.  The overall impact on Northern Ontario and mining exploration is going to be seen by the 
actions of the McGuinty Government in this, and likely other situations. We may find that the wisdom of voters in electing a 

http://sudburysteve.blogspot.com/2011/11/cliffs-chromite-project-my-response-to.html
http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/sudburysteve-blogspot-com-
http://bit.ly/scl37m
http://www.thesudburystar.com/Blogs/ViewCommunityPage.aspx?BlogID=20922
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minority government were, as always right. Perhaps in the minority government position at Queen’s Park the issues can be fully 
addressed.  Time alone will tell. Should they not be addressed and solved, it is likely that the potential of the Ring of Fire may get 
to sit there for some time to come. The Ontario Government is going to have to step up and insure that consultations are real, and 
effective."  http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/16/northern-ontarios-mining-future-may-be-at-stake http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/16/northern-ontarios-mining-future-may-be-at-stake
 
"The province says it will speak with an exploration company that's looking for minerals near the Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug 
First Nation, even though talks between the government and K.I. about the community's issues with mining companies broke off.  
K.I. said the talks ended this week because the government could not promise exploration will stop while meetings about a 
proposed Ontario-K.I. joint panel are underway.  Natural Resources minister Michael Gravelle said government officials have 
promised to follow up.  “They committed to Chief Morris and to Kitchuhmaykoosib Inninuwug First Nation that they would go back 
to the company, to God's Lake Resources and convey to them very clearly the position of the First Nation,” he said.  But John 
Cutfeet wants more than talk. The spokesperson for K.I. said somebody in the government must have the power to halt mining 
exploration.  "Well, I find it hard to imagine that the Assistant Deputy Minister of Mining and Northern Development can come up 
and say that they don't have any legal authority to be able to withdraw these claims."  K.I. has already issued an eviction notice to 
God's Lake Resources. The community's leaders say there are sacred graves within the claims area ...."  
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/story/2011/11/16/tby-gravelle-cutfeet.html http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/story/2011/11/16/tby-gravelle-cutfeet.html
 
"The Chief of the Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuweg First Nation has fired off an angry letter the Minister of Natural Resources, 
demanding action to resolve the latest dispute involving KI’s traditional territory.  The letter from Chief Donny Morris follows a 
breakdown in talks between the province and KI over on-going exploration work in the area by a company called God's Lake 
Resources.  KI leaders walked away after they said provincial representatives refused to provide assurances that exploration 
work would stop while the talks on a joint-panel environmental assessment continued.  In the letter, Chief Morris said the 
exploration continues to pose a threat to sacred sites on the land, which is a concern that he said has been raised repeatedly.  
The chief warns Minister Rick Bartolucci that unless time and funding is provided to allow for proper mapping of such sites, the 
province risks another Platinex-type dispute."  http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/Default.aspx?cid=174347&catid=1 http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/Default.aspx?cid=174347&catid=1

 ".... Dave Cartella, general manager of global environmental affairs and counsel with Cliffs Natural Resources Inc., said a final 
decision on where the chromite processing facility will be located has not yet been made.  The company has been using Capreol 
as its “base case” for planning purposes.  “(Capreol) does meet all of our basic needs,” Cartella said. “We're just not ready to 
make a decision yet.”  When Cliffs announced earlier this year that the facility might be located in Capreol, it gave the caveat that 
high hydro prices are a barrier to the facility being located anywhere in Ontario.  Cartella said company officials are currently 
“analyzing” power prices “in great detail” to see whether it's feasible to build the facility here.  Although the company hasn't yet 
made a final decision on the facility's location, the project is already undergoing a joint federal and provincial government 
environmental assessment process.  Cartella expects the environmental assessment process to last until the end of 2013.  “It's a 
multi-year process where we'll be assessing all of the impacts and ways to mitigate (environmental impacts),” he said. “There will 
be lots of consultation associated with it ... At the end of the assessment, there will be a decision on whether the project moves 
forward, and in what form it moves forward.” ...."   http://www.northernlife.ca/news/localNews/2011/11/16-cliffs-public-meeting-
sudbury.aspx

http://www.northernlife.ca/news/localNews/2011/11/16-cliffs-public-meeting-
 

http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/16/northern-ontarios-mining-future-may-be-at-stake
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/story/2011/11/16/tby-gravelle-cutfeet.html
http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/Default.aspx?cid=174347&catid=1
http://www.northernlife.ca/news/localNews/2011/11/16-cliffs-public-meeting-
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15 Nov 11 "Under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (the Act), the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (the Agency) is 
responsible for exercising the powers and performing the duties and functions of the responsible authority for certain projects 
subject to the comprehensive study requirements of the Act.  Based on information it has received, the Agency has determined 
that the project is described in the comprehensive study list and that an environmental assessment of the project is required. As a 
result, the Agency commenced a comprehensive study on November 1, 2011.  The proposed project consists of constructing, 
operating and eventually decommissioning an underground nickel-copper-platinum multi-metal mine at a mining rate of 
approximately 2,960 tonnes per day which represents an anticipated mine life of approximately 11 years. The proposal also 
includes an underground concentrate processing facility, an all-season access road from Pickle Lake to Webequie Junction, 
concentrate pipeline from Webequie Junction to the mine site and ancillary mine infrastructure. The project mine site is located 
approximately 540 km north of the City of Thunder Bay, Ontario and 240 km west of James Bay in an area known as the "Ring of 
Fire".  Under section 5 of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, an environmental assessment is required because 
Natural Resources Canada may take action in relation to paragraph 7(1)(a) of the Explosives Act for the purpose of enabling the 
project to be carried out in whole or in part. Fisheries and Oceans Canada and Transport Canada are also participating as they 
might exercise powers or perform duties or functions in respect of the project.  This project is also subject to the environmental 
assessment requirements of the Government of Ontario.  As per the Cabinet Directive on Improving the Performance of the 
Regulatory System for Major Resource Projects, this environmental assessment has been identified as a major natural resource 
project. For additional information refer to the Major Projects Management Office's Tracker, designed to track and monitor the 
progress of major resource projects through the federal regulatory system."  http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/details-
eng.cfm?evaluation=63925&ForceNOC=Y

http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/details-
 

 
Comprehensive Study List:  http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/information-eng.cfm?commencement=44668 http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/information-eng.cfm?commencement=44668
Major Projects Management Office Tracker:  http://www2.mpmo-bggp.gc.ca/MPTracker/projectsummary-
resumedep

http://www2.mpmo-bggp.gc.ca/MPTracker/projectsummary-
rojet.aspx?pid=191 

Registry Internet Site:  http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents-eng.cfm?evaluation=63925 http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents-eng.cfm?evaluation=63925
Eagle’s Nest Project:  Public Comments Invited and Federal Funding Available:  http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/document-
eng.cfm?document=53137

http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/document-
 

 ".... The Matawa First Nations announced their decision to withdraw support for development in the Ring of Fire area of Northern 
Ontario. Talks between Chiefs and the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (CEAA) broke down after First Nations’ 
efforts to obtain a Joint Review Panel Environmental Assessment proved to be unsuccessful. According to the Matawa Chiefs, the 
manner in which the government is proceeding with development will destroy their traditional way of life, extinguish their treaty 
rights and destroy their homelands and children’s futures ...."  http://toronto.mediacoop.ca/story/toronto-review-november/8996 http://toronto.mediacoop.ca/story/toronto-review-november/8996

 "Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug – Leader’s Ledger – Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug Chief Donny Morris has provided NNL with 
a copy of a letter to the Minister of Northern Development and Mines. Here is the full text of that letter .... I am writing to express 
my anger and disappointment with the meeting we held with your ADM Mr.Mantha and ADMs from Natural Resources and 
Aboriginal Affairs in Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug on November 14th.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss an 
independent panel or a similar forum tasked;  1.To investigate and report on issues raised directly or indirectly by the God’s Lake 
Resources dispute and issues outstanding following the conclusion of the Platinex litigation.  2. To make recommendations, 

http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/details-
http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/information-eng.cfm?commencement=44668
http://www2.mpmo-bggp.gc.ca/MPTracker/projectsummary-
http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents-eng.cfm?evaluation=63925
http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/document-
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including new legislation, to resolve the current GLR dispute and ensure GLR type disputes are avoided in future.  3. To make 
recommendations on how to protect KI cemeteries, sacred sites and burials against the actions of third parties.  4. To make 
recommendations on precautionary measures that could form part of the reconciliation recommended by the Court of Appeal at 
the conclusion of the Platinex litigation in 2008.  5. To make any other recommendations that the panel consider appropriate.  To 
be absolutely clear this was not a meeting about the Crown’s ongoing duty to consult with KI regarding God’s Lake Resources.  
Prior to the meeting KI had made its position clear that KI participation in the panel was conditional on GLR stopping work. This is 
a Aavery reasonable request given the real risk that work by GLR could disturb sacred sites.  The question before your officials at 
the November 14th meeting was whether or not they could provide assurances that God’s Lake Resources would cease and 
desist work on their claims and leases while the proposed panel met.  To recap. We all agree that KI has a cemetery, burials and 
sacred sites in the GLR project area. Further, we all know that if GLR goes on the land they risk disturbing burials and sacred 
areas that are not immediately visible to the untrained eye. We have warned you and your officials that the GLR project puts 
these sacred areas at risk on a number of occasions. Finally we have requested that you and your officials work with us to create 
a respectful process to protect the sacred areas. The panel would be part of that process. Our concerns have never been 
seriously considered.  Instead in a deliberately provocative act GLR went on the land this summer. Where they went and what 
they did neither we nor your officials can truly say. We were not there and you and your officials were not there. Consultation after 
GLR access to the land this summer cannot be to be evidence of consultation in respect of the GLR access to the land.  At the 
November 14th meeting Mr. Mantha was unable to provide any assurances that God’s Lake Resources would not access their 
claims and leases while the panel was being established and carrying out the needed work and in fact stated that under the 
current Mining Act GLR is free to access its claims and leases at any time and there is no legislative mechanism or policy 
available to Ontario to prevent this from happening.  We need a reasonable process to protect our sacred areas. That process 
cannot take place without assurances that GLR will not access the land where the sites are.  We cannot talk with your 
government while GLR desecrates .... "  http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/15/our-concerns-have-never-been-seriously-
considered

http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/15/our-concerns-have-never-been-seriously-
-ki-chief-donny-morris/ 

 "About 300 people flocked to the Valhalla Inn last night to meet Cliffs Natural Resources staff and learn about the company's 
proposed Ring of Fire chromite mining project.  The proposed mine site is about 540 km north of Thunder Bay in the James Bay 
lowlands.  The American company plans to remove up to 12 thousand tonnes of ore every day, for 30 years. The project also 
includes a road to the mine site, crossing more than 100 bodies of water, and a ferrochrome processing facility.  Margaret 
Kenequanash, the executive director of Shibogama First Nations Council representing communities in the same watershed as the 
proposed mine, said they want direct consultation with Cliffs.  “Our communities still live in the territory,” she said. “And they will 
have a say in what goes on in their homeland.”  A senior manager with Cliffs said consulting with First Nations is an integral part 
of the planning process and added company representatives will be going out to the affected communities to meet in person.  
Dave Cartella, Cliffs' general manager of environmental affairs, said he wants to reassure people their concerns will be heard.  
"You know we think we have all the answers, but we need feedback from the community."  Cartella said this open house is only 
the beginning.  For Kenequanash, it’s important that Cliffs follows through on consultations in First Nation communities.  "We 
have to be careful in what we allow ... development-wise to make sure that there's a balance in protecting the environment,’ she 
said.  During the open house, people helped themselves to sandwiches while checking out information posters and talking to 
Cliffs representatives.  Trent Thompson was there because he is looking at job prospects.  "(I’m) just interested in ... the 

http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/15/our-concerns-have-never-been-seriously-
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opportunities that are being brought to our city,” he said.  Elizabeth Ladouceur said she wants to invest.  "A lot of people have 
kind of been faltering financially... and this is an opportunity to get your hopes back up,” she said.  Cliffs' target date to have the 
mine and the chromite processing facility is the end of 2013.  A similar open house was set for Tuesday in Sudbury. Cliffs has 
made that city the host of the ferrochrome smelter in its 'base-case' and its plans filed by Cliffs with the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Agency."  http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/story/2011/11/15/tby-cliffs-open-house.html http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/story/2011/11/15/tby-cliffs-open-house.html

 CBQ-FM reported a seven-member delegation from Thunder Bay and Fort William First Nation is in Cleveland today trying to get 
Cliffs Natural Resources to build a chromite processing plant in the area.  The CBQ report said a delegation from Greenstone will 
be speaking to company officials in Cleveland tomorrow.  (7:30 am and 8:30 am newscasts) 

 "At Big Trout Lake, the impasse with Ontario continues, after province won't lend assurances exploration work would stop at KI, 
while talks continued. The God's Lake area is in question, and community leaders have gone to jail to protect their rights ...."  
http://kenoraonline.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=357&Itemid=4 http://kenoraonline.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=357&Itemid=4

14 Nov 11 "MacDonald Mines Exploration Ltd. provides an exploration update following the 2011 drill program in the Ring of Fire region of 
the James Bay Lowlands.  The first ever exploration drill program on the Semple-Hulbert property near Kasabonika, Ontario 
consisted of nine diamond drill holes, totaling 2,553.9 metres. All holes drilled during the program targeted either massive sulfide 
or nickel-copper-platinum group elements (Ni-Cu-PGE) mineralization in, or on the periphery of, a large mafic intrusive. 
Disseminated pentlandite, an iron nickel sulphide, with elevated Ni, Cu and PGE mineralization was observed in areas where 
there was sulphide enrichment in the core.  Upon receiving final assays, the Company completed a lengthy and detailed 
geochemical analysis of research-quality whole rock and trace element data, and total digestion assay data. MacDonald's 
technical advisor and geologist, Larry Hulbert, Ph.D, D.Sc., P. Geo. stated, "These results reveal lithological similarities to that of 
the structural analogue found at Voisey's Bay".  Chemical classification of the rocks has determined that most of the mafic rocks 
encountered are of a troctolitic, anorthositic troctolite and olivine gabbro lithological character - reinforcing the Voisey's Bay 
analogy. Some of the analyzed samples have favorable geochemical signatures suggesting magmatic processes conducive to Ni-
Cu-PGE generation were operative in the magma that gave rise to these rocks.  This was the first drill program of a near totally 
unexposed intrusion. Dr. Larry Hulbert further commented, "If the corresponding shape and disclosed lithological character from 
this first drill program are any indication, then subsequent drill programs in other areas of the intrusion will probably disclose other 
Voisey's Bay rocks types not encountered in this program and potentially corresponding Ni-Cu-sulphide mineralization" ...."  
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/macdonald-mines-provides-exploration-update-on-semple-hulbert-and-butler-project-in-ring-of-
fire
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/macdonald-mines-provides-exploration-update-on-semple-hulbert-and-butler-project-in-ring-of-

-prepares-for-winter-drill-program-2011-11-14-84250 
 "Two weeks ago I had the opportunity to travel 600 kilometres north to the Kitchenuhmaykoosib Ininuwug First Nation.  The trip 

was a fact finding mission to speak to members of the community about their conflict with mineral development company God’s 
Lake Resources.  Band councillor and spokesperson John Cutfeet hosted me at his home for my two days there.  Many thanks to 
John for his lovely cooking and good conversation, as well as to Wasaya Airways for providing me with this fantastic opportunity.  
The community helped me put together an article on their dispute with God’s Lake Resources. In my time there, I developed a 
new understanding of how legitimate and necessary the community’s claims are.  God’s Lake Resources CEO Eduard Ludwig 
claims that their grievances boil down to “rhetoric, religion and bureaucracy”– a statement that seems to ring hollower than ever.  
Over the years, this community has had to deal with attacks on all fronts.  The strong and independent spirit of the community has 
held them together against adversity and – as we saw in 2009 – they have triumphed.  I only hope we will see more victories.  It 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/story/2011/11/15/tby-cliffs-open-house.html
http://kenoraonline.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=357&Itemid=4
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/macdonald-mines-provides-exploration-update-on-semple-hulbert-and-butler-project-in-ring-of-
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was a privilege to meet some of the leaders of this community. I would like to thank everyone for giving me their time .... The 
government has an imperative to ask themselves if their actions are endangering the original treaty promise of peaceful co-
existence. If the answer is yes, then they must ask themselves what legitimate claim to their lands and, by extension, to this 
nation, will remain.  One fact is indisputable: if the government takes time to discuss matters with the people whose lives are 
concerned and make a legitimate effort to address their concerns, the minerals will not be going anywhere."  
http://www.theargus.ca/articles/news/2011/11/a-glimpse-of-kitchenuhmaykoosib-ininuwug http://www.theargus.ca/articles/news/2011/11/a-glimpse-of-kitchenuhmaykoosib-ininuwug

 “Discovery of the massive “Ring of Fire,” a chromite-rich mineral deposit in a remote area of Northern Ontario, is the first and 
perhaps easiest step in realizing the site’s potential …. Early this fall, the Municipality of Greenstone released a discussion paper 
showing how the volume of electricity required by a ferro-chrome refinery can be delivered to Exton Siding (near Nakina on the 
CN railway) adjacent to Aroland First Nation and within Matawa’s traditional land base in a cost-effective and environmentally 
sustainable way.  This “Made-in-Greenstone” approach is also being called the “NW Ontario Kick Start” proposal. The discussion 
paper was consciously designed to maximize the social and economic progress for all NW Ontario residents. This is 
accomplished by proposing an electricity grid strong enough to serve Ring of Fire refining demands, provide electricity to support 
mining and forestry operations and the opportunity for transitioning First Nations communities off diesel generated power.  
Locating the refinery at Exton, at the base of a proposed north south transportation corridor (rail and/or road), means ore would 
be refined close to the mine site. This means lower transportation costs and related pollution. Refining ore close to the mine site 
minimizes environmental impacts, while maximizing social and economic benefit for those most impacted by mining activity.  We 
believe that the opportunity associated with developing the electricity infrastructure required to support a new mine site and 
refinery must be used to spark benefits across the Region.  Our grid expansion proposal creates a loop that starts in Nipigon, 
goes through Nakina and picks up Little Jackfish en route to Pickle Lake. From there it connects to Ignace or Dryden.  As you can 
imagine, the proposal speaks to providing stable electricity in this broad zone. Communities as far away from Greenstone as Red 
Lake will benefit. This includes First Nation communities and municipalities such as Greenstone, Sioux Lookout, Pickle Lake, 
Ignace, Dryden and Nipigon. We know that plentiful and reliable electricity will mean new economic opportunities through 
expansions and startups in the manufacturing, mining and forestry sectors across the whole Region.  The “Made-in-Greenstone” 
model offers First Nations communities new opportunities to promote renewable energy such as the proposed Little Jackfish 
Hydro-electric project, as well as wind and solar resources and ownership of transmission lines.  Please take the time to read the 
“NW Ontario kick start” report on the Greenstone website http://bit.ly/vnW31Y . We think you will agree that it offers a positive http://bit.ly/vnW31Y
approach to processing the Ring of Fire minerals in an environmentally sustainable way, while providing the greatest economic 
and social benefit, to the entire Region.  (signed)  Mayor Renald (Ron) Beaulieu, Greenstone, Hon. George Smitherman”  
http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/14/unlocking-the-wealth-of-northern-ontario/ (map at http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/14/unlocking-the-wealth-of-northern-ontario/ http://cdn.netnewsledger.com/wp-
content/uploads/2011/11/greenstonemap.jpg

http://cdn.netnewsledger.com/wp-
 ) 

 "Regardless of process, a company looking to setup shop in the ring of fire wants to hear concerns from the public before going 
ahead.  Cliff’s Natural Resources, which is looking to start a 30 year chromite mine near McFauld’s Lake, held an open house 
Monday at the Valhalla Inn to get public input on the project.  The federal government recently decided to put the project through 
a comprehensive environmental assessment. Matawa First Nations has requested a judicial review of that decision, asking for a 
joint panel assessment instead. Bill Boor, Cliff’s vice-president of global ferroalloys, said the company will be able to satisfy most 
people through the faster comprehensive assessment.  “I’m not as concerned about panel versus comprehensive. I’m more 

http://www.theargus.ca/articles/news/2011/11/a-glimpse-of-kitchenuhmaykoosib-ininuwug
http://bit.ly/vnW31Y
http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/14/unlocking-the-wealth-of-northern-ontario/
http://cdn.netnewsledger.com/wp-
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confident that we can address people’s environmental concerns through a good process,” Boor said.  A small ballroom at the 
hotel was filling up fast just after the 4 p.m. open house start time. Boor said he expects a lot of interest in the project.  “This is a 
major project It’s going to affect a lot of areas and a lot of people”, he said. “We want to do it in the right way and there’s no better 
way to accomplish that than to listen to people that are going to be in the area that we’re going to operate in.”  Another reason for 
the open house was to show people the project itself, which includes a ferrochrome processing facility expected to bring up to 500 
jobs. While the company’s base case for that facility is near Sudbury, Boor said no decision has been made. A delegation from 
Thunder Bay, including mayor Keith Hobbs and Fort William First Nation leaders, is heading to Cliff’s headquarters in Cleveland 
later this week to ask that Thunder Bay be considered for the facility.  “The decision hasn’t been made so we continue to talk to 
cities,” Boor said. “We want to be careful about such an important decision so we’re taking our time.”  Dave Morellato came to the 
open house because he wanted to learn more about the project. He said he didn’t have any concerns about the project as long as 
the law was followed with regard to the environment.  “I think it will be very good for northern Ontario,” he said.  Elizabeth 
Ladouceur said she went to the meeting because of the economic impact the project might have on the area. She didn’t want to 
miss an opportunity to learn more about it.  “Mining is going to explode beyond people’s expectations,” she said. “This is a very 
important moment as far as I’m concerned.”  While she didn’t have any specific concerns, Ladourceur said it’s up to the public to 
study up on what projects in the ring of fire can mean for the region.  “So you really understand what’s going on.” "  
http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/174032/Cliff%27s-holds-open-house-on-ring-of-fire-project http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/174032/Cliff%27s-holds-open-house-on-ring-of-fire-project

 "KWG Resources Inc. received last Friday evening a notice of the election by Cliffs Chromite Far North Inc. that it will exercise its 
pre-emptive right to acquire from UC Resources Inc. the Participating Joint Venture Interest which it had agreed to sell to 
Freewest Resources Inc. on November 9, 2011. KWG has 45 days from receipt of the notice to elect to participate in the exercise 
of the pre-emptive right, proportionally to its present interest in the Joint Venture.  "It would appear difficult to justify spending 
some millions of dollars to have a larger non-operating but contributing minority interest in another joint venture with Cliffs", said 
KWG President Frank Smeenk. "But we will look at it closely. After we had agreed to a standstill to allow our original investment 
of $4.3 million to be reduced from 50% to 33.33% in the JV with Spider Resources Inc., the Operator unilaterally sold UC the 
option to earn 55% by spending only $4.5 million. We then subsequently agreed that our one-third interest could apply to the 45% 
residual when the other two parties together had earned their combined 85% interest to thus dilute us. This requires total 
expenditures on their part of some $24 million and less than half of that has been incurred to date. It would seem prudent to let 
the balance of it be spent without now drawing down our cash to contribute to those programs, just as we had originally planned. 
However, we are analyzing the matter carefully."  ...."  http://www.marketwatch.com/story/kwg-notified-of-cliffs-election-to-acquire-
uc

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/kwg-notified-of-cliffs-election-to-acquire-
-interest-2011-11-14 

11 Nov 11 “KWG Resources Inc. reports that following consultations with representatives of the Autorite des Marches Financiers, the 
Company will be amending its 2011 first and second quarter Financial Statements as well as the Management Discussion & 
Analysis reports for these quarters. The amendments pertain to the application of accounting policies and required disclosure 
under International Financial Reporting Standards (“IFRS”). The following changes will be made:  Under Canadian generally 
accepted accounting principles prior to the advent of IFRS the cost of future income taxes related to the renunciation of flow-
through exploration expenditures was recorded as a share issue cost. This policy was continued by the Company in preparing the 
Financial Statements for the first two quarters of 2011. Since there is no similar accounting policy under IFRS this policy is no 
longer applicable. Therefore, the Financial Statements for the first two quarters of 2011 will be amended to reverse these 

http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/174032/Cliff%27s-holds-open-house-on-ring-of-fire-project
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/kwg-notified-of-cliffs-election-to-acquire-
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transactions. The net effect will be an increase in share capital, warrants and deferred liability and a corresponding decrease in 
deficit.;  In preparing the Financial Statement balances for the IFRS transition date of January 1, 2010, the Company took the 
position that it would not record the impact of any premiums received for the tax benefits of its flow-through share issuances prior 
to January 1, 2010 since the adjustment would have no effect on the Company’s total equity balance, but just cause a reallocation 
between its components. Under IFRS there is no applicable exemption available therefore an adjustment will be made to 
recognize these premiums.; The Financial Statements for the second quarter inadvertently omitted a schedule disclosing the 
components of finance income for both the three and six month periods ending June 30, 2010. This schedule will be included in 
the amended financial statements for the second quarter.  Management feels it is important to note that the above adjustments 
will have no impact on the Company’s total assets or on the Company’s total equity once the deferred liability is fully amortized 
….”  http://www.rblcommunications.com/blog/2011/11/11/kwg-amends-first-and-second-quarter-financial-statements-and-
management

http://www.rblcommunications.com/blog/2011/11/11/kwg-amends-first-and-second-quarter-financial-statements-and-
-discussion-analysis-reports/  

10 Nov 11 ".... MPP Bill Mauro (Thunder Bay – Atikokan) on Wednesday was named the parliamentary assistant for the Minister of Northern 
Development and Mines Rick Bartolucci.  Mauro’s main responsibility will be to work with the minister on special projects and 
occasionally represent the ministry during legislative debates …. “I think the things that people probably see as connected to this 
ministry or the Northern Policy Institute, the Growth Plan, the Ring of Fire, those are probably some of the things that people see 
that have some profile connected to that ministry," Mauro said.  "This will bring me closer to the file, but really, as a Northern 
member, it doesn't change your role in terms of advocacy and working for your community."  Mauro said the continued connection 
of the ministry to Thunder Bay -- Forestry Minister Michael Gravelle held the portfolio until the October election -- is good for 
Thunder Bay …. When asked if it might affect his ability to fight for a ferrachrome processing plant for Thunder Bay, when 
American mining giant Cliffs Natural Resources appears to be leaning toward Sudbury for the Ring of Fire project, Mauro said he 
doesn't see a conflict.  "I think that we can all do the best we can to entice a private-sector player locate where they're going to 
locate," he said.  "But at the end of the day clearly they'll choose. I think the best we can do as a government is to ensure we 
have the macro pieces in place that will entice them to be in Ontario. Then we do the best selling job we can to encourage them 
to find Thunder Bay to be the location. I don't feel restricted in my role at all, and have had meetings with Cliffs in the past ... so 
that won't change." ...."  http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/173404/Mauro-now-parliamentary-assistant-for-Northern-
Development,

http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/173404/Mauro-now-parliamentary-assistant-for-Northern-
-Mines  

 "Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. is hosting an open house on Monday, a requirement as part of the environmental assessment 
needed to proceed with a chromite mine in the Ring of Fire.  The project, as outlined by the Cleveland-based company, includes 
the mine site and the accompanying ore processing facility, a ferrachrome production facility which local officials are trying to 
secure for Thunder Bay, and the transportation infrastructure needed to move equipment, materials and people too and from the 
mine site.  "During the open house and its project consultants will provide information to the community as well as answer 
questions about the project," the company says in a statement obtained by tbnewswatch.com. "In addition, the session is 
designed to garner community feedback."  The open house will be staged Monday from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Valhalla Inn."  
http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/173531/Cliffs-to-host-open-house-on-Monday http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/173531/Cliffs-to-host-open-house-on-Monday  

 "UC Resources Ltd. is pleased to announce that it has entered into a definitive agreement (the "Purchase Agreement") with 
Freewest Resources Inc. ("Freewest"), a wholly owned subsidiary of Cliffs Natural Resources Inc., for Freewest to acquire 100% 
of the UC owned 55% Joint Venture Interest in the McFaulds Lake area property (the "Joint Venture Interest"), subject to and in 

http://www.rblcommunications.com/blog/2011/11/11/kwg-amends-first-and-second-quarter-financial-statements-and-
http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/173404/Mauro-now-parliamentary-assistant-for-Northern-
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accordance with the Joint Venture Agreement dated as of July 26, 2011 (the "Joint Venture Agreement") between KWG 
Resources Inc. ("KWG"), Spider Resources Inc. (now named Cliffs Chromite Far North Inc.), a wholly owned subsidiary of Cliffs 
("Spider"), and UC.  The purchase price payable to UC by Freewest is $6,000,000 CDN ($6 Million), payable by deposit of 
$850,000 on the signing date followed by the balance on the closing date.  Pre-Emptive Rights of KWG and Spider   KWG and 
Spider each has a pre-emptive right under the Joint Venture Agreement in respect of the transfer of the Joint Venture Interest on 
the same terms as set forth in the Purchase Agreement.  Under the Joint Venture Agreement each of KWG and Spider have forty-
five (45) days from the date notice is delivered in accordance with the Joint Venture Agreement to notify UC whether it elects to 
acquire the Joint Venture Interest from UC for the same consideration and on the same terms and conditions as set forth in the 
notice and the Purchase Agreement. Notice will be sent to each of KWG and Spider forthwith. If either or both of KWG and Spider 
exercise their pre-emptive rights, then Freewest will not acquire the Joint Venture Interest, and KWG and/or Spider, as the case 
may be, will acquire the Joint Venture Interest.  The closing of the sale is expected to occur early in the first quarter of 2012 ...."  
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/uc-announces-purchase-agreement-for-the-sale-of-its-joint-venture-interest-in-mcfaulds-lake-
2011
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/uc-announces-purchase-agreement-for-the-sale-of-its-joint-venture-interest-in-mcfaulds-lake-

-11-10-165580  
 "Matawa First Nations has filed a judicial review over the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency’s failure to implement a 

more thorough study of the Cliffs Chromite project.  “For over five months our chiefs have been insisting that the CEAA move to a 
negotiated Joint Review Panel EA process, but they continue to ignore us,” said Aroland Chief Sonny Gagnon during a Nov. 7 
announcement in Ottawa. “We are remote communities with no capacity to respond to a Comprehensive Study EA. In order to 
participate we need adequate funding and expertise, which none of our First Nations have received.”  Judicial reviews are filed to 
ask for a court review of the administrative decision of a government authority.  Gagnon said the federal government has 
completely failed its duty to consult and accommodate the Matawa First Nations, noting that travelling to the communities and 
telling community members what you are going to do is not consultation.  “We want to negotiate an agreement on how we will 
participate, but they have not responded to our request,” Gagnon said. “We have no option now but to file the judicial review. We 
want to work with the government and the companies to participate in this process. A negotiated Joint Review Panel EA is the 
way to do that.”  The Mushkegowuk chiefs have declared their support for the Matawa First Nations, noting the rivers that flow by 
proposed mine sites in the Ring of Fire flow directly to many Mushkegowuk communities.  “More than half of our Mushkegowuk 
communities are along the James Bay coastal area,” said Mushkegowuk Grand Chief Stan Louttit. “We intend to stand with the 
Matawa First Nations on any action they may take to protect their land and their communities.” ...."  
http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2011/11/10/matawa-files-judicial-review_22030 http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2011/11/10/matawa-files-judicial-review_22030  

 "Northern Ontario's untapped natural resources could stop the province's economic decline and turn Ontario again into a 
Canadian economic powerhouse, a prominent mining analyst and commentator says.  But Stan Sudol also warned Ontario's 
prospectors meeting in Sudbury that initiatives such as the Far North Act threaten to choke off develop-m e nt to a huge swath of 
resource-rich Northern Ontario.  "If there was ever a piece of legislation that symbolized the cultural disconnect between Ontario's 
North and south, the Far North Act would surely be it," Sudol said. "Only the various environmental movements supported this 
act."  Sudol made the comments during a keynote address at the Ontario Prospectors Association's 2011 Ontario Exploration & 
Geoscience Symposium held here Tuesday and Wednesday.  He said the Far North Act would cut out half of Northern Ontario 
from resource development -- an area that "is about twice as large as southern Ontario."  The potential cost to the province is 
extraordinary, especially at a time of economic uncertainty and multi-b illion-dollar deficits that require significant cutbacks to our 

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/uc-announces-purchase-agreement-for-the-sale-of-its-joint-venture-interest-in-mcfaulds-lake-
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social programs …. "The mining sector can significantly reduce aboriginal poverty. And this part of Ontario could make major new 
tax contributions to an impoverished provincial treasury …. Sudol called on the McGuinty government to rethink the Far North Act, 
saying it is creating uncertainty in the exploration industry. "If the Far North Act was implemented a decade ago, the Ring of Fire 
may not have been discovered," he said.  The Ring of Fire area, located in the James Bay lowlands, contains promising finds of 
nickel, copper, platinum and palladium, as well as chromite. Cliffs Resources, a Cleveland-based company, is proposing to create 
as many as 1,300 jobs at the chromite mine and processing facility.  Cliffs may locate the processing plant near Capreol, creating 
up to 500 jobs.  Sudol said the demand for minerals, including nickel, will only grow as countries such as China and India 
continue to develop.  "It is estimated that, over the next 25 years, we will need to dig out of the ground as many minerals as 
consumed since the beginning of man," he said. "Miners and prospectors will often tell you that 'the best place to find a mineral 
deposit is in the shadow of a mine shaft.'   "Considering Northern Ontario's enormously rich and profitable mining past, we should 
be rapidly developing new projects." ...."  http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3364663 http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3364663  

9 Nov 11 "Cliffs Natural Resources will hold an information session in Capreol next week about its chromite project's environmental 
assessment.  And Coun. Dave Kilgour will be listening closely.  Kilgour, the Ward 7 councillor, has high hopes for Greater 
Sudbury's chances of getting a ferrochrome production facility. The facility will process chromite ore from the Ring of Fire, a 
resource-rich site in northwestern Ontario.  "Right from the get go on this, right from the start, that site has been set down as their 
'base case,' " he said of Moose Mountain, a brown-field site about 14 miles north of Capreol.  Capreol is part of Kilgour's ward.  
The site is marked as the proposed ferrochrome production facility in a Cliffs Chormite Project advertisement focusing on the 
open house.  The ad also has the proposed transportation system marked, as well as the mine site.  "When companies do that, 
you'd assume their base case is going to be the thing that they do their planning around," Kilgour said.  "They explored several 
locations across Northern Ontario. When they named (this) site as their base case ... I think it puts us in a very favourable position 
to move forward."  While Cliffs said the company hasn't bought any land in Greater Sudbury "at this time," Kilgour sees the 
proposed plant as an important opportunity.  "The former Moose Mountain site, when the mine was operating there, it had about 
500 employees. It was a real boon to the community. To have this reopened would be immense. Not only for Capreol, but the 
entire City of Sudbury," he said.  "They're talking approximately 500 jobs per site. By the time that rolls out to the community ... 
you could be looking at 2,000 to 3,000 (jobs)," he said, explaining that the city already has mining infrastructure in place, including 
a railway system.  The open house, which will take place Nov. 15 from 4-8 p.m. at the Capreol Community Centre, will include 
information on the federal environmental assessment with Cliffs representatives, said Pat Persico, senior manager of global 
communications at Cliffs ...."  http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3363181 http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3363181

 "First Nation leaders from Northern Ontario gathered in Ottawa today, sending a strong message to the Government of Canada 
about resource development in their territory.  Matawa First Nations – a group of nine First Nation communities in Northern 
Ontario have filed a Judicial Review regarding the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency’s (CEAA) failure to implement a 
Joint Review Panel Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Cliffs Chromite project in the Ring of Fire area.  The CEAA has opted 
for a Comprehensive Study EA with no realistic opportunity for First Nations to participate. The Matawa Chiefs insist that a 
Comprehensive Study EA will fast track the EA process for government and the resource company, but put First Nation 
communities at serious risk.  “For over five months our Chiefs have been insisting that the CEAA move to a negotiated Joint 
Review Panel EA process, but they continue to ignore us.  We are remote communities with no capacity to respond to a 
Comprehensive Study EA.  In order to participate we need adequate funding and expertise, which none of our First Nations have 
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received. The government needs to listen to us. Coming to our communities and telling us what you are going to do is not 
consultation.  The Federal Government has completely failed in its duty to consult and accommodate our First Nations. We want 
to negotiate an agreement on how we will participate, but they have not responded to our request.  We have no option now but to 
file the Judicial Review.  We want to work with the government and the companies to participate in this process. A negotiated 
Joint Review Panel EA is the way to do that,” said Aroland First Nation Chief Sonny Gagnon.  “These are our homelands and 
traditional territories. We will feel the impacts of this mine for years to come. We want development, but we don’t want another 
Alberta tar sands situation in our backyards and on our homelands. We have to have the best environmental assessment process 
currently available in order to safeguard our people, our children, the land, the waterways, and the wildlife, now and into the 
future. We need to talk about the environment in a forum that respects our knowledge of the land, our oral tradition and our 
decision making process,” said Neskantaga First Nation Chief Peter Moonias.  “More than half of our Mushkegowuk communities 
are along the James Bay Coastal area. The rivers that will flow by the tailings from these mines will flow right to Mushkegowuk 
communities.  Mushkegowuk Chiefs have signed a declaration with Matawa Chiefs that we will support each other.  We intend to 
stand with the Matawa First Nations on any action they may take to protect their land and their communities,” said Mushkegowuk 
Grand Chief Stan Louttit.  Grand Chief Stan Beardy of NishnawbeAski Nation (NAN), a Political, Territorial Organization (PTO) 
with a membership of 50 First Nations in Ontario, supports the Matawa Chiefs. “First Nations in NAN have internationally 
recognized human and treaty rights, including those rights stated in the United Nations Declarations on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UNDRIP) and the Canada Constitution, that must be upheld by governments. The bottom line is that the proposed Ring 
of Fire development cannot proceed without the free, prior, and informed consent of the affected First Nations. That is the law and 
the standard of engagement,” said NAN Grand Chief Stan Beardy ...."  http://www.karinahunter.com/?p=32635 or http://www.karinahunter.com/?p=32635
http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/http___www-karinahunter-com__p32635.pdf or http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/http___www-karinahunter-com__p32635.pdf http://bit.ly/veoe5c http://bit.ly/veoe5c

 "Bold Ventures Inc. and Rencore Resources Ltd. are pleased to announce that they have entered into a binding letter agreement 
(the "Letter Agreement") which sets out the principal terms upon which it is proposed that the two corporations will complete a 
business combination (the "Merger"). The Merger will be effected on a share for share basis such that each issued and 
outstanding security of Rencore will be exchanged for an equivalent security of Bold. At the conclusion of the Merger, the existing 
Bold shareholders will hold approximately 52.85% of the outstanding shares of the combined entity and the existing shareholders 
of Rencore will hold approximately 47.15% of the outstanding shares of the combined entity. It is anticipated that the combined 
entity will continue to be named "Bold Ventures Inc." and will continue to be listed on the TSX Venture Exchange ("TSXV"). 
Currently Rencore has 28,885,326 common shares issued and outstanding and Bold has 32,380,945 common shares issued and 
outstanding. The combined entity will have 61,266,271 common shares issued and outstanding ....  Bold and Rencore each have 
the same Management team comprised of Richard Nemis, President, CEO and a Director, John Harvey, Chief Operating Officer 
and a Director, David Graham, Executive Vice-President and a Director, and Amy Stevenson, CFO. Both companies operate out 
of the same office at 15 Toronto Street. Both companies have staked mining claims in the Ring of Fire which are subject to an 
option agreement with a subsidiary of Dundee Corporation. Recently, Bold and Rencore announced a joint venture for exploration 
of a large tract of land in Northwestern Quebec. A merger has been initiated in order to combine the companies' respective assets 
and experienced management teams, facilitate future financing and rationalize operations, all with a view to enhancing 
shareholder value. Management does not control either company. Dundee Corporation currently holds approximately 14% of 
each company. As a result of the overlapping Management in each company, each of Bold and Rencore have established a 
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Special Committee comprised of the independent directors of each company to review the Merger and the finalization of a 
Definitive Agreement for the Merger. Execution of the Definitive Agreement is subject to the satisfaction of each of the Special 
Committees to the terms of the Merger ...."  http://www.marketwatch.com/story/bold-ventures-inc-and-rencore-resources-ltd-enter-
into

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/bold-ventures-inc-and-rencore-resources-ltd-enter-
-binding-letter-agreement-regarding-proposed-merger-2011-11-09-83250?reflink=MW_news_stmp or http://bit.ly/rNB1pk http://bit.ly/rNB1pk

 "A major mining project that could create thousands of jobs in Ontario’s Ring of Fire region is facing hurdles from First Nations 
communities in the area and it seems the situation will become worse before it gets better. As environmental groups and First 
Nations chiefs told ministers on November 7 they want greater environmental assessments for a proposed chromite mega-mine 
by Cleveland-based Cliff Natural Resources Inc. (NYSE:CLF), the future of this project seems headed back to its highly politicized 
past.  James Trusler, the chief executive of Platinex Inc. (TSXV:PTX), which along with other companies has worked in the Ring 
of Fire area since 1973, told Chromium Investing News in an interview “that participation of First Nations Communities in decision 
making is important.”  Trusler knows. In late 2009, Ontario had to pay $5 million to settle a lawsuit from Platinex over a failed 
project at Big Trout Lake, the Toronto Star reported last year. Platinex sued the province and the Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug 
(KI) First Nation because the community allegedly prevented Platinex from accessing its claims on the land. The Toronto Star 
reported that Platinex said Ontario failed to properly consult the players, and the development collapsed.  “The original Big Trout 
Lake property was subject to a highly politicized dispute involving the Ontario government and the KI,” Trusler told Chromium 
Investing News. “Platinex was clearly a victim or pawn of the dispute being unable to explore and develop its PGE deposits 
although it eventually settled with the Ontario government for money and a royalty.”  For Platinex, “it has been difficult finding the 
money to do a large program at this time. Once the area is developed with a road and railroad, many aspects will change,” Trusler 
added. “The costs of access to do work will go down. It will become feasible to develop some of the smaller known deposits in the 
area.”  But Cleveland-based Cliffs wants to start processing chromite, used to make stainless steel, at its Black Thor deposit  in 
the Ring of Fire – a 5,120-square-kilometre chromite, nickel, copper, platinum and palladium deposit in the James Bay lowlands – 
by 2015. Toronto’s Noront Resources, which has spent $100 million on exploration in the area, wants to start mining along the 
same timeline.  Wes Hanson, CEO of Noront, said earlier this month that drilling at its Blackbird operation in the Ring of Fire is 
finished and results from 47 holes show that the “limits of the high grade chromite deposit have expanded to the north-northeast 
along strike as well as down dip. The company believes that this will translate into a material increase in the chromite resource 
relative to the December 2009 estimate. ” .... "  http://resourceinvestingnews.com/26024-ontario%E2%80%99s-ring-of-fire-faces-
hurdle

http://resourceinvestingnews.com/26024-ontario%E2%80%99s-ring-of-fire-faces-
-as-groups-call-for-joint-review.html  

8 Nov 11 "Assembly of First Nations National Chief Shawn A-in-chut Atleo today expressed concern about plans to move forward on 
projects in British Columbia and Northern Ontario without respecting the rights and interests of First Nations.  "As we near the first 
anniversary of Canada's endorsement of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, we must achieve 
respectful, practical approaches that will lead to mutually-beneficial economic development," said AFN National Chief Shawn 
Atleo. "As recently pointed out by the UN Special Rapporteur James Anaya, resource development projects are one of the most 
significant sources of abuse of Indigenous rights worldwide and run counter to the self determination of indigenous peoples. We 
must be committed to turning this around - it is an imperative of our rights and necessary to unleash Canada's full economic 
potential."  National Chief Atleo's comments come after two recent decisions by CEAA .... CEAA's approval of an environmental 
assessment for the proposed "New Prosperity Mine" comes shortly after a controversial decision to allow a limited review of the 
Cliffs Chromite Project in Ontario.  In late October, CEAA turned down requests by Matawa First Nations Chiefs for a Joint 

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/bold-ventures-inc-and-rencore-resources-ltd-enter-
http://bit.ly/rNB1pk
http://resourceinvestingnews.com/26024-ontario%E2%80%99s-ring-of-fire-faces-


The Ring of Fire News blog shares public information in accordance with the Fair Dealing provisions (§29) of the Copyright Act, and is not responsible for the 
accuracy of the original material. Inclusion of material or sources here should not imply endorsement or otherwise by the Ring of Fire News blog. 

21 

Review Panel Environmental Assessment of a proposed chromite mine in the Ring of Fire, an area in the James Bay lowlands of 
Ontario. Matawa Chiefs were in Ottawa yesterday announcing their launch of a judicial review which they hope will overturn this 
decision.  National Chief Atleo and Ontario Regional Chief Angus Toulouse stood with Nishnawbe Aski Nation Grand Chief Stan 
Beardy and Matawa Chiefs Sonny Gagnon from Aroland First Nation, Chief Peter Moonias of Neskantaga First Nation and Chief 
Roger Oshkineegish of Nibinimik First Nation as they continued calls for their full engagement.  "First Nations are not opposed to 
development, but not at any cost," said National Chief Atleo.  "We want to see environmentally sound community development 
that respects our rights, reflects our relationship to our land, our resources, and our traditions. The international community 
recognizes that the path towards economic progress for everyone rests on the principles of respect, transparency, and consent. If 
Canada wants to promote new mining ventures, it must allow the environmental review process to do what it was designed to do 
by listening to the people who will inherit the costs and benefits of projects in their communities." ...."  
http://www.digitaljournal.com/pr/483061 http://www.digitaljournal.com/pr/483061  

 "Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. (NYSE: CLF) (Paris: CLF) today announced that its Board of Directors declared a quarterly cash 
dividend on the Company's common shares of $0.28 per share. The cash dividend will be payable on Dec. 1, 2011, to 
shareholders of record as of the close of business on Nov. 18, 2011 ...."  
http://ir.cliffsnaturalresources.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=621990 http://ir.cliffsnaturalresources.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=621990

7 Nov 11 "Matawa First Nations is going to court over what it says is an inadequate environmental review of Cliffs Natural Resources’ big 
chromite mine project.  The move to launch a judicial review into the federal decision to have Cliffs’ proposal subject to a 
“comprehensive” review instead of an independent review panel is to be outlined this afternoon at an Ottawa news 
conference…..”  http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/matawa-court-rof-cj-7nov11.pdf or http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/matawa-court-rof-cj-7nov11.pdf http://bit.ly/vlbznu http://bit.ly/vlbznu
 
"Today Ecojustice and CPAWS Wildlands League are calling on Federal Environment Minister Peter Kent and Ontario's Minister 
of the Environment Jim Bradley to appoint an independent joint review panel to assess a proposed mega-mine for chromite in 
northern Ontario by the American-based Cliffs Resources Company.  The public interest groups are supporting the demand 
earlier this month by Matawa and Mushkegowuk First Nations that the federal Minister conduct a review panel.  The Cliffs project 
is the first proposed mine in this vast, intact area. The environmental groups are concerned that mining will cause massive 
permanent changes to sensitive ecosystems and local communities in Ontario's Far North.  "The cumulative impacts of this 
project are wholly unknown at this point and approval of the first one will most likely lead to multiple others being developed. Just 
how much mining can one watershed sustain before its health is compromised?" said Anna Baggio, Director, Conservation Land 
Use Planning for CPAWS Wildlands League.   Public interest groups have called on governments this year to conduct a regional 
assessment of mining in Ontario's Ring of Fire area to ensure that the total extent of impacts on the area will be fully considered 
before mining development proceeds any further ...."  http://www.cnw.ca/en/story/872464/take-time-now-to-assess-impacts-of-
mega

http://www.cnw.ca/en/story/872464/take-time-now-to-assess-impacts-of-
-mines-in-northern-ontario-environmentalists-tell-federal-and-ontario-governments or http://bit.ly/v66lkI or http://bit.ly/v66lkI http://cnw.ca/Lqxa http://cnw.ca/Lqxa  

 
"The Ring of Fire is coming under fire today in Ottawa, as the federal and provincial governments are being told that greater 
environmental assessments must be done before the project can move forward. Ecojustice and CPAWS Wildlands League are 
calling on Federal Environment Minister Peter Kent and Ontario’s Minister of the Environment Jim Bradley to appoint an 
independent joint review panel to assess a proposed mega-mine for chromite in northern Ontario by the American-based Cliffs 
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Resources Company.  As well, the Matawa Chiefs withdrew their support from Ring of Fire development on October 20, 2011 
until the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency implements a negotiated Joint Review Panel Environmental Assessment 
instead of a Comprehensive Study EA Process. The Chiefs are launching a Judicial Review.  The move by the Matawa Chiefs 
has gained support as Regional and national leaders will stand in support of Matawa Chiefs: 
• Mushkegowuk Council Grand Chief Stan Loutitt 
• Nishnawbe Aski Nation Grand Chief Stan Beardy 
• Assembly of First Nations Ontario Regional Chief Angus Toulouse 
• Assembly of First Nations National Chief Shawn A-in-chut Atleo 
The public interest groups are supporting the demand earlier this month by Matawa and Mushkegowuk First Nations that the 
federal Minister conduct a review panel ...."  http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/07/the-ring-of-fire-is-coming-under-fire-in-ottawa-
today/

http://netnewsledger.com/2011/11/07/the-ring-of-fire-is-coming-under-fire-in-ottawa-
 

 
"First Nation leaders from Northern Ontario gathered in Ottawa today, sending a strong message to the Government of Canada 
about resource development in their territory.  Matawa First Nations - a group of nine First Nation communities in Northern 
Ontario have filed a Judicial Review regarding the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency’s (CEAA) failure to implement a 
Joint Review Panel Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Cliffs Chromite project in the Ring of Fire area. The CEAA has opted 
for a Comprehensive Study EA with no realistic opportunity for First Nations to participate. The Matawa Chiefs insist that a 
Comprehensive Study EA will fast track the EA process for government and the resource company, but put First Nation 
communities at serious risk.  “For over five months our Chiefs have been insisting that the CEAA move to a negotiated Joint 
Review Panel EA process, but they continue to ignore us. We are remote communities with no capacity to respond to a 
Comprehensive Study EA. In order to participate we need adequate funding and expertise, which none of our First Nations have 
received. The government needs to listen to us. Coming to our communities and telling us what you are going to do is not 
consultation. The Federal Government has completely failed in its duty to consult and accommodate our First Nations. We want to 
negotiate an agreement on how we will participate, but they have not responded to our request. We have no option now but to file 
the Judicial Review. We want to work with the government and the companies to participate in this process. A negotiated Joint 
Review Panel EA is the way to do that,” said Aroland First Nation Chief Sonny Gagnon ...."  
http://www.matawa.on.ca/upload/documents/media-release---matawa-chiefs-file-judicial-review---november-07-2011.pdf  (court http://www.matawa.on.ca/upload/documents/media-release---matawa-chiefs-file-judicial-review---november-07-2011.pdf
notice of application:  http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/notice-of-application-filed.pdf )http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/notice-of-application-filed.pdf  

 Ad:  "You are invited to an Open House for the Cliffs Chromite Project - Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. (Cliffs) recently initiated an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Cliffs Chromite Project .... We want to provide you with information about the project and 
hear what you think.  To do so, we have scheduled Open Houses to be held in the following communities:  Thunder Bay:  
November 14, 2011, 4-8pm, Valhalla Inn .... Cliffs and its Project consultants will be present at the Open Houses to answer your 
questions and hear what you have to say ...."  http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/ad-cliffs-open-house-t-bay-cj-
7nov11.pdf

http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/ad-cliffs-open-house-t-bay-cj-
 or http://bit.ly/sFDHNo http://bit.ly/sFDHNo

 
"Leaders from a group of First Nation communities believe the environmental assessment set for Ring of Fire development 
doesn’t feature enough public consultation.  So on Monday, Matawa First Nations took a legal step in an ongoing effort to get a 
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joint review panel on the Ring of Fire for its environmental assessment and filed an application for a judicial review.  The collection 
of communities hope the application will lead to a judicial review of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency’s decision to 
move ahead with a comprehensive study environment assessment for the Ring of Fire instead of a joint review panel.  “These are 
our homelands and traditional territories,” Neskantaga First Nation Chief Peter Moonias said in a media release issued Monday. 
“We will feel the impacts of this mine for years to come. We want development, but we don’t want another Alberta tar sands 
situation in our backyards and on our homelands.”  Matawa, which represents nine First Nations communities, has been asking 
the federal government for a joint panel for five months, but were told by the CEAA that a comprehensive study environmental 
assessment would suffice.  Officials with Matawa don’t believe that’s good enough, and say only a full joint review panel would be 
thorough enough to give the communities near Ring of Fire development peace of mind. Matawa’s claim states a comprehensive 
assessment will be fast-tracked and leave no time for meaningful consultation .... The Attorney General of Canada and Cliff’s 
Natural Resources are named as respondents in the application filed by Matawa Monday.  Matawa First Nations withdrew its 
support for development in the Ring of Fire on Oct. 20 after it learned the CEAA was going ahead with a comprehensive review 
rather than a joint review panel.  In the application, Matawa claims the Crown is in breach of its constitutional duty to consult and 
accommodate.  It also claims the CEAA committed errors of administrative law in its decision."  
http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/173068/Taking-a-legal-step http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/173068/Taking-a-legal-step
 
"A group of Northern Ontario First Nations says it doesn't want to get burned by a massive new mining operation in an area 
known as the Ring of Fire.  The Matawa First Nations wants a beefed up environmental assessment of a proposed chromite mine 
540 kilometres north of Thunder Bay.  The group of nine First Nations has asked the Federal Court to review the assessment 
process and order Ottawa to do a more thorough analysis — one that includes the perspective of 8,000 natives living in the 
region.  A year-long environmental study got underway last month, but critics say a more rigorous process with public hearings is 
needed.  By going to court, the native groups hope to force Environment Minister Peter Kent to reconsider and order the longer 
assessment immediately ...."  http://ca.news.yahoo.com/first-nations-ask-court-review-environmental-assessment-ring-
211446364.html

http://ca.news.yahoo.com/first-nations-ask-court-review-environmental-assessment-ring-
 

 "KWG Resources Inc. has set the close of business on Thursday, December 15, 2011 as the time and date when it will determine 
its shareholders of record who will be entitled to participate in the distribution of the shares of Debut Diamonds Inc.  For every 100 
shares of KWG then held, shareholders will receive six (6) shares of Debut Diamonds Inc. on December 28, 2011. It is expected 
that mailing of the share distribution will be completed on December 30, 2011.  Following the distribution, KWG will retain 7 million 
warrants to purchase shares of Debut for $0.40 per share at any time prior to August 29, 2016 plus 9,702,666 warrants to 
purchase shares of Debut for $0.10 per share at any time prior to January 15, 2013 ...."  http://www.marketwatch.com/story/kwg-
sets

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/kwg-
-record-date-for-distribution-of-debut-diamonds-2011-11-07-95250 

4 Nov 11 "A group of nine First Nations calling for an enhanced environmental review of Cliffs Natural Resources’ proposed chromite mine 
project is mulling its options in the wake of what appears to be a mute response from the federal government.  “The chiefs are 
going to be meeting to work on a strategy,” Matawa First Nations spokesman Jason Rasevych said Thursday from the group’s 
Thunder Bay office.  On Oct. 21, Matawa gave the government a week to respond to its demand for the appointment of an 
independent review panel into Cliffs’ project in the Ring of Fire, about 500 kilometres north of Thunder Bay.  Matawa hasn’t said 
what it will do if its demand isn’t met, but there has been speculation about the issuing of eviction notices and action in the courts.  
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On Thursday, the chiefs flew to Ottawa to support a similar demand from the seven First Nations that comprise the Mushkegowuk 
group of remote reserves located to the east of the Ring of Fire belt.  Both Matawa and Mushkegowuk argue that Cliffs’ project 
qualifies for a panel review because it has the potential to cause significant damage to the environment and constitute 
infringement on Aboriginal and treaty rights.  The Ring of Fire “is in the heart of the boreal forest and the largest collection of intact 
wetlands in the world,” the groups say.  The Municipality of Greenstone is formally backing Matawa’s call for a panel review ...."  
http://www.chroniclejournal.com/content/news/local/2011/11/04/push-ramped-mine-site-review http://www.chroniclejournal.com/content/news/local/2011/11/04/push-ramped-mine-site-review

 “…. Greenstone municipal leaders won’t be far behind this month when their Thunder Bay counterparts meet with Cliffs Natural 
Resources senior officials at the company’s head office.  Like Thunder Bay, the rural municipality has decided to pull out all the 
stops late in the game and meet face-to-face with top Cliffs executives to try and convince them to locate a chromiet processor at 
Exton, near Nakina.  It’s the second time a Greenstone mayor has gon on a road trip to try and bolster  the case to benefit from 
Cliffs’ planned Ring of Fire chromite mine.  A date couldn’t be confirmed Thursday but former Ontario Energy minister George 
Smitherman is to accompany Greenstone Mayor Renald Beaulieu and CAO Roy Sinclair …. Thunder Bay Mayor Keith Hobbs, 
city manager Tim Commisso and newly-hired mining exploration specialist John Mason are to head to Cleveland on Nov. 16.  
“We have a compelling case, and if we don’t go (to Cleveland) we’re never going to get (the processor in Thunder Bay), Hobbs 
said Thursday.  “But if we don’t get it, we will be supporting Greenstone’s bid to have it in Exton,” added Hobbs …. Cliffs officials 
are to be in Thunder Bay on Nov. 14 for a public information session, the first time they have held a large forum about the project.  
The session is to take (place) at the Valhalla Inn, 4-8 pm.”  http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/greenstone-tbay-
cliffs

http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/greenstone-tbay-
-cj-4nov11.pdf or http://bit.ly/sR4UGR http://bit.ly/sR4UGR  

 "The recent share price action of KWG Resources Inc. (CVE:KWG) (PINK:KWGBF) leads to think about a possible bounce down 
as the company has no strong news and their stock tends to follow the established trading boundaries.  KWG had a 4.7 million 
trading volume on Thursday paired with a share price advance of 18.75%. However, the action didn't follow up on that and stock's 
value has already started retracing back down. The price action is currently in line with the general downtrend and continues to 
follow the boundaries of an established price channel. Furthermore, despite the large increase in trading volume the intraday 
price action depicted a low liquidity rally, meaning there is no strong buying pressure.  The most recent price advance was 
somewhat encouraged by news, but there was nothing material to them. On October 27 the company reported that a 12 thousand 
meter drilling program is underway on Big Daddy chromite deposit in the Ring of Fire property in Ontario. According to the press 
release the initial metallurgical testing and drilling should be completed during Q1 2012. KWG currently holds 28% interest in the 
claims explored.  The company actually had cash issues for the last reported period but those should now be over as they sold 
1% net smelter royalty interests in the Black Thor, Black Label and Big Daddy chromite deposits to Anglo Pacific Group PLC for 
$18 million in August."  http://ca.hotstocked.com/article/23062/kwg-resources-inc-cve-kwg-pink-kwgbf.html http://ca.hotstocked.com/article/23062/kwg-resources-inc-cve-kwg-pink-kwgbf.html  

 "Noront Resources Ltd. reports that the Board of Directors has granted an aggregate of 300,000 incentive stock options, 
exercisable at a price of $0.86 for a period of five years, to a Director of the Company. The stock options were granted pursuant 
to Noront's stock option plan and are subject to regulatory approval ...."  http://www.4-traders.com/NORONT-RESOURCES-LTD-
6500583/news/NORONT

http://www.4-traders.com/NORONT-RESOURCES-LTD-
-RESOURCES-LTD-Noront-Grants-Options-13876727/  

2 Nov 11 "A deadline on a demand from the Matawa Chiefs has come and gone.  A little more than a week ago, the Chiefs gathered and 
called on senior levels of government to conduct a joint review panel environmental assessment for the Ring of Fire mining 
development.  The chiefs, who represent nine First Nation communities flew to Ottawa Tuesday to lobby for the change.  The 
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group says if their demand is not met, they will be forced to resort to alternative measures."  
http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/Default.aspx?cid=172123&catid=1 http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/Default.aspx?cid=172123&catid=1

 "The stakes are high in Ottawa this week as the Chiefs of the Matawa First Nations lobby for the Canadian government to change 
their environmental assessment plans for a massive chromite mine in the resource-rich Ring of Fire in Northern Ontario.  The 
Chiefs of all nine Ojibway and Cree communities of the Matawa First Nations pulled their support for development in the Ring of 
Fire located in the James Bay lowlands after the government ignored their calls for a Joint Review Panel environmental 
assessment (EA) for the Cliffs Chromite Project. Cleveland-based Cliffs Natural Resources plans to have its proposed Black Thor 
chromite mine in production by 2015. It would be the first mine in the Ring of Fire, a swathe of resource-rich land in northern 
Ontario that has industrialists slavering and First Nations wary.  Unless the Canadian government changes the project’s EA 
process to a joint panel and regains the support of the Matawa First Nations, the entire development could be at risk.  Since May 
2011 the Matawa chiefs have been meeting with the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (CEAA). which administers 
the federal environmental assessment process. The chiefs have stated that it’s critical that a Joint Review Panel EA be adopted in 
order to safeguard the sustainability and integrity of their lands. They were shocked and outraged when on October 17, CEAA 
announced it was proceeding with the Comprehensive EA, a process that the chiefs fear will fail to consult and accommodate 
First Nations. According to CEAA, both the comprehensive survey and panel review are rigorous, thorough processes ...."  
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2011/11/matawa-chiefs-ring-of-fire-pullout-puts-mining-project-in-peril/ http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2011/11/matawa-chiefs-ring-of-fire-pullout-puts-mining-project-in-peril/

1 Nov 11 "Noront Resources Ltd. is pleased to announce the results from an additional 16 holes at the Company's 100% owned Blackbird 
chromite deposit .... Wes Hanson, CEO of Noront states: "Drilling at Blackbird has been completed and results returned to date 
indicate that the limits of the high grade chromite deposit have expanded to the north - northeast along strike as well as down dip. 
The Company believes that this will translate into a material increase in the chromite resource relative to the December 2009 
estimate. The Company plans to update the chromite resource and complete a Preliminary Assessment by the second quarter of 
2012." Mr. Hanson adds: "The Company continues to operate two drills, both of which are testing anomalies identified by an 
ongoing, ground based, geophysical survey that is underway at the Eagle's Nest Complex. Company geologists believe these 
anomalies may represent buried nickel sulphide mineralization that airborne surveys failed to highlight" .... Noront's summer drill 
program was undertaken to increase the existing chromite resource. To date 47 holes (21,137 metres) have been drilled. Of the 
holes drilled to date, assays have been received on 31 holes. The following table summarizes the results of the 16 holes for which 
assay data has been received since the original Press Release of September 13, 2011.  Results for the remaining holes will be 
provided when received ...."  http://www.newswire.ca/en/story/868917/noront-announces-additional-chromite-results-from-
mcfaulds

http://www.newswire.ca/en/story/868917/noront-announces-additional-chromite-results-from-
-lake 

 "John Cutfeet, a Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug band member, has been hired as the new Aboriginal Watershed Program 
Coordinator (Anishinini’ow Niipii’ow Anokiinakun) for the Wildlands League.  Wildlands League is a chapter of the Canadian Parks 
and Wilderness Society, and is supporting First Nations directly with the new Aboriginal Watershed Coordinator to help protect 
river, lakes and wetlands in Canada’s far north.  “A majority of First Nation communities do not have the resources or the capacity 
to begin to deal with the changes that are coming into their traditional territories,” Cutfeet said. “Wildlands League is committing 
more than 13 percent of its budget this year to providing support and capacity to advance watershed protection for the 
maintenance of healthy ecosystems. This means 13 percent of its budget is going directly to First Nations.”  The role of the new 
Aboriginal Watershed Coordinator will be to develop culturally appropriate, community-based approaches to watershed 

http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/Default.aspx?cid=172123&catid=1
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2011/11/matawa-chiefs-ring-of-fire-pullout-puts-mining-project-in-peril/
http://www.newswire.ca/en/story/868917/noront-announces-additional-chromite-results-from-
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stewardship in First Nation communities most often affected by water quality issues.  “Communities in the far north do not always 
have the financial mans or the capacity to do the important work of protecting the environment. Wildlands League is taking the 
lead to begin to address this very important need,” Cutfeet said."  http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2011/11/1/wildlands-
league

http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2011/11/1/wildlands-
-commits-protecting-first-nation-watersheds_22013 

 "Anglo Pacific invests in mining royalty streams, these income streams are then used to pay dividends and strategically invest in 
other operations, thus growing the business. Investments can be at the development or the production stage and can be in either 
public or private companies.  In the third quarter, royalty income rose to £8.3m compared with £6.6m in the equivalent period last 
year. Royalty cash flow per share for the nine months ending September 30 was 23.13p – up from 21.0p in 2010.  The shares got 
off to a good start yesterday, but as the wider mining sector slipped the shares also slide. However, Anglo Pacific is no ordinary 
mining company.  One of the main benefits of owning royalty streams in the mining sector at the moment is that payments are 
based on revenues. A royalty is an entitlement to an agreed percentage of a project's sales and its sales alone. This means that 
the group's income stream is not crimped by rising costs or extra capital expenditure .... In August, Anglo bought an existing 1pc 
royalty over the Black Label, Black Thor and Big Daddy chromite deposits in Canada from KWG Resources. These projects are 
operated by Cliffs Natural Resources and form part of Cliffs organic growth plans in the Ring of Fire area in northern Ontario. In 
August, it also unveiled an agreement to advance $30m (£18.7m) to London Mining in exchange for a 1pc royalty over the Isua 
iron ore project in Greenland.  Anglo's existing royalty exposure to steel-related commodities in the form of coking coal, iron ore 
and chromite provide it with exposure to the strong, long-term fundamentals of the continuing growth in Asia and other developing 
regions. However, it is likely that prices will moderate over the short term.  The strategy of acquiring new royalties should continue 
to benefit from the difficult debt and equity markets for mine developers as Anglo can provide competitive funding.  The shares 
were first tipped as a buy at 280p on August 12 this year and are off 4pc compared with a FTSE 100 up 6pc. Buy."  
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/markets/questor/8860622/Questor-share-tip-Royalty-purchases-pay-off-for-Anglo-Pacific-
Group.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/markets/questor/8860622/Questor-share-tip-Royalty-purchases-pay-off-for-Anglo-Pacific-

 
 "The aboriginal population of Northern Ontario is growing at a much faster rate than the non-aboriginal population and faces a 

number of economic and social challenges.  Along with education and the acquisition of human capital, another source of future 
economic welfare improvement must be the employment opportunities associated with resource development in Ontario’s north.  
The Ring of Fire will likely be one such opportunity. However, the prospect of other future resource discoveries and associated 
economic development is now much diminished as a result of the Far North Act passed by the McGuinty Liberal government a 
year ago. This is unfortunate given the forecast increases in future demand for resources from the developing world - in particular, 
the Asia-Pacific region.  As a result of the Far North Act, some 225,000 square kilometers of Ontario’s far north will be off limits to 
resource development - an area that is roughly twenty percent of the province’s land mass.  While this action has ostensibly been 
done with the aim of protecting a large chunk of Ontario’s environmental heritage, it has not been welcomed by northern Ontario’s 
First Nations.  The Chiefs of the Nishnawbe Aski Nation headed by Grand Chief Stan Beardy unanimously opposed the Act, 
though in the aftermath of the October 6th election have stated they will continue to strive for a positive working relationship with 
the new provincial government.  The opposition Progressive Conservatives have announced they intend to fight to have the Far 
North legislation repealed. In a report in Kenora’s Daily Miner and News, Minister of Natural Resources Michael Gravelle called 
the opposition's approach "not particularly helpful," saying his next move is to explain the importance of the act to Ontarians.  "I 
think the opposition is displaying a significant and deliberate misunderstanding of the Far North Act itself," he said. "This is 

http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2011/11/1/wildlands-
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/markets/questor/8860622/Questor-share-tip-Royalty-purchases-pay-off-for-Anglo-Pacific-
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beneficial, allowing us to move forward on unprecedented land use plans with First Nations. For the very first time, the First 
Nations land use plans are embedded in law. This will, I believe, provide the clarity that industry needs in the Far North."  This is 
going to be a contentious issue though how much the provincial government is willing to backtrack on the legislation is open to 
debate.  Given the messianic zeal with which the provincial Liberals have approached environmental and energy issues –even to 
the detriment of their electoral performance in this region – it is unlikely that they will retreat.  Nevertheless, they may be open to 
modifications if not for the repeal of the legislation ....  "  
http://ldimatte.shawwebspace.ca/blog/post/the_far_north_act__economic_deve/ http://ldimatte.shawwebspace.ca/blog/post/the_far_north_act__economic_deve/

http://ldimatte.shawwebspace.ca/blog/post/the_far_north_act__economic_deve/

