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OPEN SOURCE INFORMATION 
Ring of Fire Mining Development 

 
 

Date Details/source 
19 Sept 11 "Cliffs Natural Resources and the Marten Falls First Nation are working together to combat issues with drug abuse. Marten Falls or Ogoki Post 

is one of many northern First Nations dealing with an unprecedented rate of opiate addiction attributed to a misused prescription drug known as 
OxyContin.  In 2009, Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) Chiefs-in-Assembly unanimously passed a resolution declaring a State of Emergency as a 
result of the prescription drug epidemic.  In a statement made earlier this year to Assembly of First Nations National Chief Shawn A-in-chut 
Atleo, Chief Eli Moonias said: “This drug’s effects can be highly destructive when misused. It debilitates the whole community”.  Marten Falls 
First Nation Chief and Council today welcome members of an independent Treatment Team and Health Canada’s First Nation and Inuit Health 
representatives to initiate the planning for a community-based clinical withdrawal management program to help community members with opiate 
addiction.  They are joined by Joe Gaboury, Director of Aboriginal Affairs for Cliffs Natural Resources Inc., an international mining company, 
who will cover the costs for the first program. Joe Gaboury stated, “We are so concerned that we have decided to invest some of our money in 
having a healthy, capable workforce coming from this northern community. We have made this a priority for our business.”  The team of health 
professionals will use a substitution drug known as Suboxone and taper the drug over 30 days until clients can be taken off completely or 
continue on short-term low-dose maintenance. This approach has been successful in other programs in Nishnawe Aski territory and is well-
documented and used in other parts of the world."  http://netnewsledger.com/2011/09/19/marten-falls-first-nation-steps-up-fight-on-drug-abuse/ 

 ".... There will be a presentation of the White Paper developed by G & G Global Solutions and Environmental Communication Options with a 
discussion of the Technical Appendix by Larry Doran Imperium Energy Inc. In attendance will be Greenstone Mayor Ron Beaulieu, Aroland First 
Nation Chief Sonny Gagnon and others. 
What:  Technical Briefing on Greenstone’s findings related to the required electricity supply for a refinery at Exton in Greenstone 
Who:   Project Advisors, George Smitherman of G& G Global Solutions and Don Huff, of Environmental Communication Options; Electricity Grid 
Consultant, Larry Doran of Imperium Energy Inc. 
When:  9:30 a.m. Tuesday, September 20th, 2011   
Where:  Scandia Room, Valhalla Hotel, 1 Valhalla Inn Road, Thunder Bay, ON ...."  
http://www.huffstrategy.com/MediaManager/release/Municipality-of-Greenstone/19-9-11/Release-of-Greenstone-sponsored-White-Paper-on-
providing-energy-t/2346.html 

16 Sept 11 "The city may be sending a team to Cleveland, the home base of Cliffs Natural Resources, to present Greater Sudbury's case for landing a 
smelter to process ore from the company's chromite deposits in northwestern Ontario.  "There is something in the works," Mayor Marianne 
Matichuk said when reached Thursday. "I can't get into details. We don't have everything firmed up."  The Star has learned a team that includes 
Matichuk and chief administrative officer Doug Nadorozny could be heading to Cleveland as early as Wednesday to present a study about a 
former industrial site just north of Capreol.  "I will be fighting for our community and giving Cliffs a good case for our community," Matichuk said.  
Cliffs Natural Resources officials were unavailable for comment Thursday ...."  http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3301591 

 "Ontario Liberal Leader Dalton McGuinty confirmed Thursday that he won’t participate in a Sept. 23 Northern debate that he will not be 
participating in a leaders’ debate in Northern Ontario Sept. 23, despite an offer from the Progressive Conservatives to foot his bill.  The Tories 
offered Thursday to cover the costs for the premier to appear via teleconference for the debate, but McGuinty — the lone holdout in the 
challenge — didn’t bite.  During a tour of the Bombardier plant in Thunder Bay on Thursday, McGuinty said he received the invitation to 
participate in an the Northern debate in early August and said then that he couldn’t make it on Sept. 23. An alternative date wasn’t provided.  
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McGuinty said he is looking forward to discussing Northern issues during the televised leaders’ debate in Toronto on Sept. 27.  He added that 
he doesn’t want leaders saying one thing to a southern audience and another thing to a Northern audience.  He used the example of NDP 
Leader Andrea Horwath who, he said, tells southern Ontario that she wants to shut down development north of 51, which would put a stop to 
the Ring of Fire development, but tells Northern Ontario a different story.  “In order to eliminate those kinds of opportunities, I think we should all 
be there together talking about the province together, including an important focus on Northern issues,” McGuinty said ...."  
http://www.chroniclejournal.com/content/news/local/2011/09/16/mcguinty-prefers-1-big-stage 

 "The Liberal Party of Ontario treated an invited audience of 500 to an old-fashioned, barn-burner of a political rally at the Caruso Club last night, 
and the star of the evening was the premier himself.  Dalton McGuinty and wife, Terri, made a whistle stop in Sudbury at the end of a northern 
tour that started in Thunder Bay and moved to Sault Ste. Marie.  The event in support of Sudbury Liberal incumbent Rick Bartolucci and Nickel 
Belt candidate Tony Ryma featured plenty of back-slapping, placard waving, hand-shaking and corny jokes, but no one seemed to mind .... The 
Liberals will "open" at least eight new mines in Northern Ontario and will "drive the development" of the Ring of Fire.  He didn't mention in it his 
speech, but a news release reminded northerners that thousands of jobs will be protected by making the Northern Industrial Electricity Rate 
Program permanent ...."  http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3301638 

15 Sept 11 "Premier Dalton McGuinty is still resisting calls to join a leaders' debate in northern Ontario despite an offer from the Progressive Conservatives 
to foot his bill.  The Tories offered Thursday to cover the costs for the premier to appear via teleconference for the Sept. 23 debate, but 
McGuinty -- the lone holdout in the challenge -- didn't bite.  The Liberal leader defended his decision during a tour of the north, saying his staff 
told organizers in August that the date they'd selected was "not suitable." He never received any alternate dates.  McGuinty said he'd rather 
discuss northern issues during the televised leaders' debate in Toronto on Sept. 27.  "I want to make sure that the opposition leaders in 
particular aren't delivering one message up here in northern Ontario and another message in southern Ontario," he said after touring the Essar 
steel plant in Sault Ste. Marie.  NDP Leader Andrea Horwath tells southern audiences that she wants a moratorium on development north of the 
51st parallel, which would kill development of the Ring of Fire chromite deposit and thousands of potential jobs, he said.  "And then she's got 
another message when she's up here in the north," McGuinty said.  "I think we need to have one debate where we're all on the hot seat, so to 
speak, where all Ontarians are watching us and our position on northern Ontario issues is one that we deliver in the south at the same time," he 
said after visiting the Essar steel plant in Sault Ste. Marie.  The NDP said McGuinty's claim that Horwath wants to block development in the 
north is not true ...."  http://toronto.ctv.ca/servlet/an/local/CTVNews/20110915/mcguinty-no-northern-debate-
110915/20110915/?hub=TorontoNewHome  http://www.canadianbusiness.com/article/45378--mcguinty-won-t-attend-northern-debate-despite-
offer-from-tories-to-cover-costs 

 "During a stop in Thunder Bay Sept. 15, Premier Dalton McGuinty highlighted the Liberals' plan to protect northern Ontario jobs.  McGuinty is 
also due to attend a rally at the Caruso Club in Sudbury this evening (Sept. 15). Check back to NorthernLife.ca for coverage of this event.  The 
Liberals plan to protect northern jobs by:  Increasing the Northern Ontario Heritage Fund to $110 million and increasing the number of jobs it 
supports; Protecting jobs by reducing industrial electricity rates by 25 per cent through the Northern Industrial Electricity Rate Program, which 
will be made permanent; Keeping the north moving by improving northern road, rail, and air links; Opening new mines — at least eight in the 
next 10 years; Investing in northern brainpower with a new law school at Lakehead University; Attracting new investment and jobs with the 
development of the Ring of Fire ...." http://www.northernlife.ca/news/localNews/2011/09/15-liberals-northern-ontario-jobs-sudbury.aspx 

 "The leader of the provincial Liberal party says he can’t participate in a northern leaders debate on Sept. 23 because of a scheduling conflict.  
Dalton McGuinty said he initially received an invitation for the debate hosted by the Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association in early August.  
“We responded in the middle of August saying that date would not work for us,” he said Thursday morning after touring Thunder Bay’s 
Bombardier plant. “We never received alternate dates, so I’m very much looking forward to talking about northern issues in our province-wide 
debate. I look forward to debating those of course with my opposition.”  Last week NDP leader Andrea Horwath challenged McGuinty and 
Progressive Conservative leader Tim Hudak to a northern debate. Hudak accepted the challenge Wednesday leaving McGuinty the last to reply.  
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Wednesday evening, the PCs issued a release stating they would foot the bill for McGuinty to participate in the debate via video conference 
from Toronto.  “During the last eight years Dalton McGuinty has shown how out of touch he is with Northern Ontario. His refusal to attend the 
northern leaders’ debate just shows that it is time for change,” said Thunder Bay-Atikokan PC candidate Fred Gilbert in the release.  The debate 
will cover topics from the Ring of Fire to energy costs.  For McGuinty, the Ring of Fire is filled with promise and opportunity, but the challenge to 
move that development forward is building the necessary infrastructure.  “That’s the kind of problem I like to have,” he said. “How do we make 
sure we have the necessary, whether it’s rails or roads or electricity? I think those are great kinds of challenges to have.” ...." 
http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/164069/Opting-out 

 "Four Matawa First Nations are looking for jobs, education and other benefits from the development of an infrastructure, transportation and 
service corridor to the Ring of Fire.  “It’s going to create a lot of employment, a lot of opportunity, a lot of business interests,” said Neskantaga 
Chief Peter Moonias. “It will also bring in connections to the urban centres. That is the intention of this agreement: to try to have access roads to 
the First Nations.”  Neskantaga, Webequie, Eabametoong and Nibinamik signed the collaborative agreement Aug. 31 to develop, own and 
operate a 230-240 kilometre east-west corridor from the Pickle Lake area to the Ring of Fire mineral exploration area in the James Bay lowlands 
with connections to the communities ...."  http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2011/9/15/four-matawa-communities-plan-ring-fire-
corridor_21853 

 "Three Matawa First Nation communities have agreed to work together on common interests in their shared traditional territories about 350 
kilometres northeast of Thunder Bay ....  Aroland, Ginoogaming and Long Lake #58 signed a letter of intent Sept. 7 to unite the First Nations 
and prevent industry from plotting communities against each other ...."  http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2011/9/15/aroland-ginoogaming-
long-lake-58-join-forces_21854 

 "Michael Fox will engage mineral resource companies in the Ring of Fire as Webequie’s Ring of Fire senior director.  “We will be assembling our 
negotiating team and executing our community-based strategy with both companies (Noront Resources Ltd. and Cliffs Natural Resources Inc.) 
in the very near future,” said Fox, president of Fox High Impact Consulting. “We will also be engaging with Marten Falls First Nation at a council-
to-council level for the mine sites developments. And we definitely look forward to continued discussions with regional First Nations on 
infrastructure corridor initiatives.”  Fox said two project descriptions for Ring of Fire corridors that have been officially submitted to government, 
an east-west corridor submitted by Noront and a north-south corridor submitted by Cliffs.  “Because we don’t know where the government sits in 
terms of both corridors or more than two corridors, we need to engage our neighbours around the impact on land as well as the impacts on 
community members around any potential corridor development,” Fox said. “We’re trying to structure a dialogue with those communities as well 
as make sure we all have the same understanding of what the impacts may be.” ...."  
http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2011/9/15/webequie-hires-ring-fire-director_21855 

 "Nishnawbe Aski Development Fund (NADF) president & CEO Harvey Yesno has taken a one-year leave of absence from the organization.  
Yesno has been with NADF since 1993 and this will be his first extended leave from the organization .... Yesno said he discussed with the board 
how he would take the appropriate time off.  “We agreed mutually that I should ask for a leave of absence, because the other option obviously 
was to resign, which I had considered,” he said.  NADF Chairperson Madeline Commanda confirmed the board’s decision.  “Considering his 
time and service with NADF, the board approved his leave of absence,” she said.  The leave took effect Aug. 12.  But Yesno said taking 
personal time off from work was initially the plan “until a couple of business opportunities came up.”  One of those opportunities was the opening 
of the new Ring of Fire office in Thunder Bay.  Yesno began serving as the office manager and the director for Aboriginal community and 
stakeholder relations when the office opened Aug. 25 .... Yesno said there are two potential large projects within the Ring of Fire that interested 
him and these projects would require infrastructure such as hydro lines, railroads, roads and fibre optics.  “It can become a fairly significant 
project,” he said .... Yesno said his plan is keep the NADF “option open” and “see how this position evolves” over the next 6-9 months. At that 
time, he said he will give the NADF board plenty of notice if he does not plan on returning.  In the meantime, both the NADF board and Yesno 
believe the organization will continue to operate smoothly in his absence.  “I set up the organization so that managers can run their division 
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individually,” Yesno said. “It took time to recruit the right people … so it’s in very good hands.”  “The board believes that we have a very capable 
staff that can keep business going while he’s away,” Commanda said .... "  http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2011/9/15/harvey-yesno-
takes-leave-nadf_21864 

12 Sept 11  "The Tories, Grits and New Democrats are all wooing Northern voters with platforms filled with promises of help for families trying to make ends 
meet.  The latest Northern platform — Forward. Together. — was released by the Liberals Friday .... (Nipissing-Temiskaming Liberal candidate 
Catherine) Whiting defended the launch of the Liberal's Northern platform, noting the plan was also unveiled in Sudbury by Rick Bartolucci, who 
holds a key cabinet position as minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing.  Nevertheless, Whiting said its not important to her where or by whom 
the platform is announced.  "What's important are the new commitments and the continuing commitments and what they mean for Nipissing," 
she said.  Whiting said she believes the plan has much more direct benefits for Nipissing than that of both the Conservative and New 
Democrats.  She said the opening of new mines and driving development of the Ring of Fire chromite deposit near James Bay will benefit some 
60 mining supply firms in North Bay ...."  http://www.nugget.ca/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3294124 

 Open letter, Steve Mantis, NDP candidate for Thunder Bay-Superior North:  "Its time for a change that puts people first. The Liberals have been 
critical of our NDP platform for the region and how that might affect the Ring of Fire. Well, let me explain the NDP’s plan for the Ring of Fire. It is 
clearly outlined in “Respect for the North” – our plan to create and protect Northern jobs and make life more affordable for families.  We strongly 
support the sustainable development of the Ring of Fire that will create badly needed jobs here in the North.  We will assist in the development 
of infrastructure such as roads, rail and electrical transmission lines to the Ring of Fire.   We will draft new land use planning rules that protect 
the interests of First Nations and all our Northern Communities, provide clarity for development and are based on principles of good stewardship 
of the land.   We will provide the local workforce with training and education opportunities so as to qualify for jobs at the Ring of Fire.  The Ring 
of Fire offers First Nations and our Northern Communities huge economic opportunities. Sky high hydro rates and a lack of infrastructure, such 
as rail, are threatening to push refining from the ore-rich “Ring of Fire” out of the province. The NDP plan supports processing our natural 
resources here in the north, creating even more jobs and a more sustainable economy.  Respect for the North means restoring hope, hope that 
our children don’t have to leave the north to find jobs and build their future somewhere else. That hope depends on choosing change that puts 
people first."  http://netnewsledger.com/2011/09/12/let-me-explain-the-ndp%E2%80%99s-plan-for-the-ring-of-fire-mantis/  
http://thunderbaydaily.com/2011/09/14/letter-plans-for-ring-of-fire/  http://www.tbnewswatch.com/opinion/Default.aspx?cid=163924  

11 Sept 11 "The Greater Sudbury Chamber of Commerce and chambers of commerce from Timmins, North Bay and Sault Ste. Marie are calling on the 
provincial government to address five key issues relating to the Far North Act that will provide more detail and make it friendlier to business.  
The chambers issued a joint statement Friday calling upon the party that forms the next government to address what they call weaknesses in 
the act .... First Nations, Northern Ontario municipalities, mining companies and business organizations fear the loss of growth opportunities and 
the creation of investment uncertainty if parts of the act are not clarified, the chambers said in the statement.  "Over all, we agree with the act 
and we like it and we see there's value," said Julie Denomme, vice-chair of the Greater Sudbury Chamber of Commerce .... The chambers also 
want the oversight and implementation of the Far North Act to be transferred from the Ministry of Natural Resources to the Ministry of Northern 
Development Mines and Forestry.  That would create a greater alignment with other northern initiatives such as the Northern Growth Plan, 
which falls under the Ministry of Northern Development Mines and Forestry.  "If we have too much red tape, we'll lose," said Denomme, 
speaking about the opportunities being presented by the Ring of Fire chromite deposits in northwestern Ontario ...."  
http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3293686 

9 Sept 11 “Liberal Leader Dalton McGuinty regularly calls the Ring of Fire mineral deposit one of Ontario's brightest hopes for a shiny new economy and 
“the most promising mining opportunity in Canada in a century.” …. Murray Braithwaite works with Fasken Martineau, a law firm specializing in 
mining issues. He said the Ontario Superior Court’s Keewatin decision has changed the rules regarding resource extraction in the region. In 
August, the court ruled that the province cannot authorize timber and logging if those operations infringe on federal treaty promises that protect 
aboriginal rights to traditional hunting and trapping. It’s still unclear how that decision will affect mining operations.  “Everyone is trying to digest 
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the decision,” Braithwaite said. “The implications of leases being invalid are difficult to accept.”  Braithwaite said he expects the decision will 
trigger an appeal and lead to years of legal wrangling. As a result, it may be a long time before the rules about doing business in Ontario’s Far 
North can be clarified …. But First Nations aren’t waiting for court decisions to assert their authority over land they claim as their own.  Many 
have taken their cue from the UN declaration on indigenous rights which states that consultation about development is not enough, consent is 
also required …. Among the three major provincial parties, only the NDP say they support First Nations’ right to say no to development.  Even 
chiefs who are actively working with mining companies say the provincial government is a bit player in developing the Far North.  Peter Moonias 
is the chief of Neskantaga First Nation. His community, and three other First Nations on the edge of the chromite deposit, recently signed an 
agreement to work together to own and operate a road to the resources.  “We can’t just sit back and wait for them to develop the land, we had 
to be part of it,” Moonias says. “We have to work with the companies, whoever wants to work with us. If they don’t want to work with us, I think 
it’s going to be a battle for them to get in there.”  …. As for the province, Moonias says, “I’m sorry to say this, [but] I have kind of lost interest to 
deal with those guys because they give me the run around all the time. They say this is the land that belongs to the Crown.  “But if they 
recognize that it’s the First Nations that have the last say on the land, then we will work with the provincial government on that basis.”  Mining 
companies temper their concern about potential land disputes with their desire to assure investors all is well.  Still, many are looking for the 
province to offer clarity and support. There are no roads and no power grid into the Ring of Fire. That’s infrastructure governments typically 
subsidize for large developments such as the chromite deposit, which could provide jobs and tax revenue for decades.  Most mining company 
executives working in the Ring of Fire have spoken with party leaders to suss out their platforms, but to protect their investment, they’re 
spending much more time talking to chiefs.”  http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ontariovotes2011/story/2011/09/08/ontario-election-northern.html  

 "The Ring of Fire is one of the greatest economic development opportunities Ontario has seen in almost 100 years, said the Minister of Northern 
Development, Mines and Forestry.  MPPs Michael Gravelle (Lib., Thunder Bay-Superior North) and Bill Mauro (Lib., Thunder Bay-Atikokan) 
announced the Ontario Liberals’ northern platform outside of AbitibiBowater Friday morning.  The party’s commitment to the development of the 
Ring of Fire was one of the highlights.  "We are going to commit to drive that development forward, working with all the partners in all of the 
sectors of the industry to make that happen, by working with the companies that are involved, with the First Nations, with the Métis Nation, with 
the communities to see that going forward," said Gravelle.  The party plans to open eight mines in the next 10 years ...."  
http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/162993/Laying-it-out  

 Letter to the editor:  "A Ring of Fire corridor is a hot topic in Anishinabe territory, because it means traffic to communities and Tim Hortons, Mr. 
Sub, KFC — all the good things which help make a community grow. It also means access to the south by wheels and vice versa. Currently the 
airlines rake up the money as wings is the only way to bring in a can of milk.  Marten Falls is not signing this agreement. It is the north-south 
corridor we want, and we have actually started the road. We would prefer a gravel road, not a railroad. The problem with a railroad is, it will 
cross the Albany River 50 miles up and it will not bring traffic to town. If we could achieve some ownership of the rail line, whatever we could 
afford, then revenue could be achieved.  Cliffs, the major proponent for the chromite deposit, wants the north-south route, by road or by rail. I 
understand the route will be decided by the government in consultation with the public. We are also in the process of planning with the 
government of Ontario for a land use plan of the area. This plan has not looked into the issue of the corridor.  The east-west route is proposed 
by Noront, a junior company, not a mining development company. I find their proposal for this route not only environmentally unfeasible but 
economically impossible. They want to “slurry” the nickel, copper and palladium to the “Webequie junction.” This is a pipeline pumped by diesel 
generators through a thousand pristine lakes and creeks. Try getting environmental approvals for that, if the money could be had to actually do 
it.  Land use plans should be completed before declaring where the corridor will go and what it might be, road or rail.  The corridor issue was 
discussed at the Matawa AGM in Constance Lake. To request a corridor to the Ring of Fire through the east-west plan is contrary to the Unity 
Statement, because this plan leaves us watching on the sidelines as our territory is approached and encroached upon in a round-about way. 
We cannot allow that and will find a way to safeguard our interests other than relying on statements that do not mean anything.  The proper way 
to conduct business is to consult first, not after the fact. With the creation of the Minawshyn project and approval of the east-west corridor, the 
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resolution supporting Marten Falls to be in the lead has come into question.  (Signed)  Chief Elijah K. Moonias, Marten Falls  
http://www.chroniclejournal.com/editorial/letters/2011-09-09/break-ring 

 ".... the NDP and the Liberals were embroiled in a bitter squabble over the future of the Far North.  The Liberals took the first shot by accusing 
the NDP of proposing a “moratorium” on development north of the 51st parallel — the location of Ring of Fire and other promising mining 
projects.  The NDP plan “would kill the Ring of Fire and destroy jobs in every Northern community,” Thunder Bay-Superior North Liberal 
candidate and current Mining Minister Michael Gravelle said in a news release.  “I can think of nothing more ill-informed or reckless.”  Not so, 
said the NDP.  Former party leader Howard Hampton didn’t dispute the reference to a “moratorium” the Liberals found in what he said was a 
2006 NDP document.  But Hampton, who is not running for re-election in Kenora riding, said it was only meant as a temporary measure until a 
plan for Far North development had been put forward.  “Back in 2006, the issue was: Are you going to make a plan for the North, or have a free-
for-all? A lot has happened in five years.”  A Liberal party spokeswoman said the NDP document remained “current” as of this week and it was 
fair to bring it to light.  “The NDP only promises to get rid of the (Liberal) Far North Act — there is no detail as to what they will replace it with,” 
the spokeswoman said.  “The document we provided is the only official information publicly available on their thinking on this issue,” she added.  
Hampton said focusing on a position that’s five year’s old is just playing politics.  “That would be like us focusing on Dalton McGuinty saying 
he’d never raise our taxes,” said Hampton.  Both the NDP and the Conservatives have promised to repeal the Far North Act. It was opposed by 
Northern aboriginal and mining groups who said it’s too restrictive on development and weakens aboriginal autonomy."  
http://www.chroniclejournal.com/content/news/local/2011/09/09/parties-squabbling 
 
“Ontario NDP Leader Andrea Horwath unveiled her party’s northern campaign platform Thursday, pledging “Respect for the North,” which was 
received warmly by more than 150 locals gathered at the Lakehead Labour Centre …. It includes hiring more doctors for underserved 
communities, removing HST from home heating and electric bills, capping gas prices and creating a Northern Ontario legislative committee to 
address Northern issues.  Horwath said there is a problem with southern Ontario leaders creating policy for the North, because they are 
unaware of the issues.  “The North has been ignored for far too long,” she said in an interview Thursday …. Part of Horwath’s plan involves 
changing laws so that companies mining raw materials in the North must process them in the province, which she said would create more high-
paying jobs.  Gravelle called it a “job killer,” saying that forcing companies to process mined materials here could stifle mining investments in the 
province.  Thunder Bay-Atikokan Progressive Conservative candidate Fred Gilbert agreed, saying “the cost of achieving that will probably drive 
away potential mine development.”  He added that the Northern committee plan didn’t sound much different than a standard northern caucus, 
usually created by the party in power to serve Northern communities …. Her plan would reduce energy costs for consumers by combining and 
streamlining multiple hydro companies, she said.  She said that if she is elected, the Far North Act would be repealed, and the province would 
work harder to respect the needs and wishes of First Nations.  “It’s not good enough to speak to First Nations as an afterthought,” Horwath said.  
She dismissed concerns about a rumoured plan to ban development north of the 51 degree latitude, saying people should not look to Liberals 
for their information about the NDP. She instead challenged Premier Dalton McGuinty to a Northern debate.”  
http://www.chroniclejournal.com/content/news/local/2011/09/09/ndp-pledges-%E2%80%98respect-north%E2%80%99  
 
Michael Gravelle statement:  " "What we’ve achieved together with Northern Ontarians in the past eight years is nothing short of amazing,” 
enthuses Michael Gravelle, the Liberal candidate for Thunder Bay-Superior North. “Today, we’re building new hospitals, training more doctors, 
expanding broadband high-speed internet to remote communities, and providing our youngest with the best possible start through full-day 
kindergarten. We’re on track. But there is more to do.”  Gravelle put the New Democrats in his sights yesterday. “The NDP plan to impose a 
moratorium on development north of 51 would kill the Ring of Fire and destroy jobs in every Northern community. I can think of nothing more ill 
informed or reckless than Andrea Horwath’s job-killing plan,” said Gravelle. “It couldn’t be more clear that Andrea Horwath’s NDP neither 
understands or cares about Northern jobs.”  “The Ontario Liberal platform for Northern Ontario, entitled, ‘Forward. Together’ is a plan to help 
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Northern Ontario families meet the challenges we face as we emerge from the global recession,” is the message from the Liberals.  Some of the 
key elements of the plan for Northern Ontario include:  .... Opening at least eight new mines in the next 10 years; Driving the development in the 
Ring of Fire to support the creation of jobs .... “I am very proud of the level of investment that has come to Northern Ontario in the past eight 
years,” added Bill Mauro, the Liberal candidate for Thunder Bay- Atikokan. “The interests of Northern Ontario have never had a higher profile or 
received more attention than under our Government, and the evidence is all around us”.  “These are uncertain times for the global economy. 
These are challenging times for our families. This is our plan to help. This is our way forward, together,” Anthony Leek, Liberal candidate for 
Kenora-Rainy River said."  http://netnewsledger.com/2011/09/09/gravelle-andrea-horwath%E2%80%99s-ndp-neither-understands-or-cares-
about-northern-jobs/ 

 "Canada's industry sector and the federal government need to work towards a "massive transformation" in how they deal with Aboriginal groups 
on energy and mining projects if they wants them to proceed, said Assembly of First Nations Chief Shawn Atleo in a speech Friday.  Nobody 
has an interest in endless negotiation," he told a lunchtime crowd at the Law Society of Upper Canada and the Indigenous Bar Association in 
Toronto.  We must establish a good faith process with a clear mandate to reach just conclusions. This is the way forward."  n the past, First 
Nations have felt that they were forced into a "false choice" when government and industry tried to impose economic and environmental values 
on them when it came to new energy projects on native lands.  At other times, Aboriginal groups have been shut out of discussions completely, 
and this needs to change, said Atleo.  "We have a clear right to determine the course and shape of development in our territories and to benefit 
from development activities on our lands," he said .... "  
http://www.canada.com/head+calls+greater+inclusion+energy+mining+projects/5379088/story.html  
 
“Hundreds of billions of dollars worth of development projects across the country won’t ever break ground unless the federal government finally 
realizes First Nations have a final say over what happens on their territory, says Assembly of First Nations National Chief Shawn Atleo.  With 
about $400 billion worth of resource-based activity expected across the country in the coming years that impacts traditional First Nations 
territories, Atleo said it was time for Ottawa and industry to get serious about respecting the rights of Indigenous peoples to have final word over 
what happens on their land.  “We have much to gain by working together and a lot to lose if we don’t – because those projects cannot and will 
not take place without our agreement, without our involvement and without our active engagement from start to finish,” said Atleo Friday, during 
a Toronto speech to the Law Society of Upper Canada and the Indigenous Bar Association.  Canada’s First Nations have the right to reject 
projects that impact their territories and continued attempts to minimize or ignore that right will lead to conflict, said Atleo.  “We must not slide 
down the old slippery slope towards new conflicts. We must march forward on a new path,” he said …. Atleo said the right is “established in 
international human rights standards,” but Canada, despite endorsing the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, continues to 
fight it both on the home and international front.  “Canada and other states have said they want to constrict this standard saying that it is an 
impossible threshold, too close to a ‘veto’ and therefore unacceptable,” said Atleo, according to the text of his speech. “The right of Indigenous 
peoples to approve or reject activities that affect their rights is a fundamental element of self-determination.” “  
http://aptn.ca/pages/news/2011/09/09/first-nations-have-right-to-block-developments-on-territories-atleo/  

 "Three northwestern Ontario First Nations are joining forces on a common voice to prevent industry from pitting communities against one 
another on industrial development.  The First Nation communities of Aroland, Ginoogaming and Long Lake No. 58 signed a letter of intent, Sept. 
7, to work together to develop processes on how they can jointly benefit from developments through consultation and consent.  “Currently 
companies and industry are approaching our First Nations individually and we don't have the resources,” said Chief Veronica Waboose of Long 
Lake No. 58. “Working together as three First Nations, we can assist each other and guarantee we are all in the know about projects happening 
within our traditional territories.”  The three communities are 350 kilometres northeast of Thunder Bay and are close to the junction of a 
proposed railroad to the Ring of Fire chromite deposits in the James Bay lowlands.  Last July, the Matawa First Nations chiefs signed a unity 
declaration to stand together to protect natural resources and their traditional territories.  Aroland Chief Sonny Gagnon said their interconnected 
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communities must do the same. “These are our shared territories. This isn't about divide and conquer.” "  
http://www.northernontariobusiness.com/Around-the-North/110905/First-Nations-unite-on-development-issues.aspx  

8 Sept 11 ".... The NDP plan will protect and create jobs:  Make it the law that resources that can be processed in Ontario won’t be shipped away .... Get 
electricity costs and bureaucracy under control and establish an industrial hydro rate that can be used by northern industries - Tackle the high 
cost of living in the North .... Eliminate duplication in Ontario’s electricity system, stop the private power deals  and make hydro CEOs more 
accountable to consumers .... Respect for Northern decision-making:  Ensuring First Nations benefit from resource development and are 
empowered to play a full role in improving their communities, give the north a voice at Queen’s Park by setting up a Northern Ontario Legislative 
Committee, Ensure Mining Tax revenue from new mines stays in the North with municipalities and First Nations ...."  
http://ontariondp.com/en/horwath-releases-plan-for-the-north-%E2%80%9Crespect-for-the-north%E2%80%9D-tackles-job-losses-and-high-
living-costs NDP northern Ontario platform also downloadable here http://www.scribd.com/doc/64259035/Ontario-NDP-Respect-for-the-North or 
http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/09/ndp-planforthenorth-2011-final.pdf 

 ".... Standing up for his riding is a challenge in a cabinet post that requires him to represent an entire region, as shown by a recent debate about 
how to maximize the economic potential of chromite mining. “We are very committed to the processing facility for the ‘Ring of Fire’ being located 
in Northern Ontario,” Mr. Gravelle said, “and I’ll acknowledge that I came under a little pressure because I wasn’t, as the local member, insisting 
that it be in my riding.” ...."  http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/ontario-election/shoe-on-the-other-foot-for-thunder-bays-
gravelle/article2159110/ 

7 Sept 11  "In attempt to unite First Nations and prevent industry from plotting communities against each other, three Northern Ontario First Nations have 
signed a letter of intent to work together on common interests in shared traditional territories. Aroland, Ginoogaming, and Long Lake # 58 First 
Nations have committed to develop processes together to ensure that the First Nations are aware of activities occurring, or about to occur, 
within their traditional territories and that they jointly benefit from developments through proper consultations and consent. Chief Veronica 
Waboose of Long Lake #58 First Nation says; “Currently companies and industry are approaching our First Nations individually and we don’t 
have the resources. Working together as three First Nations, we can assist each other and guarantee we are all in the know about projects 
happening within our traditional territories.” All three communities are located approximately 350 kilometers Northeast of Thunder Bay, Ontario. 
Chief Sonny Gagnon of Aroland First Nation says; “Our First Nations are all going to be impacted by development happening in the area- not 
just one of the communities. These are our shared territories…this isn’t about divide and conquer.” The three First Nations have identified that 
the absence of a government to government process for consultation and accommodation between First Nations and the Federal and Provincial 
governments as a major issue. The Matawa First Nations Chiefs signed a Unity Declaration in July to stand together to protect the natural 
resources and territories of member First Nations; The three Chiefs agree that signing the letter of intent, is the next step for the declaration.  
Chief Celia Echum of Ginoogaming First Nation says; “If you look at the history, these three communities are all interconnected. All of our 
membership has ownership of the lands- it is shared territory.” "  http://www.matawa.on.ca/upload/documents/three-first-nations--letter-of-
intent.pdf  http://netnewsledger.com/2011/09/07/first-nations-sign-letter-of-intent-seek-better-co-ordination/  
http://ringoffirenews.files.wordpress.com/2011/09/three-first-nations-letter-of-intent.pdf  
 
"Three Matawa First Nations communities have agreed to work together on common interests in their shared traditional territories about 350 
kilometres northeast of Thunder Bay.  “Currently companies and industry are approaching our First Nations individually and we don’t have the 
resources,” said Long Lake #58 Chief Veronica Waboose. “Working together as three First Nations, we can assist each other and guarantee we 
are all in the know about projects happening within our traditional territories.”  Long Lake #58, Aroland and Ginoogaming signed a letter of intent 
Sept. 7 to work together in an attempt to unite First Nations and prevent industry from plotting communities against each other.  “Our First 
Nations are all going to be impacted by development happening in the area — not just one of the communities,” said Aroland Chief Sonny 
Gagnon. “These are our shared territories ... this isn’t about divide and conquer.”  The three First Nations identified the absence of a 
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government-to-government process for consultation and accommodation between First Nations and the federal and provincial governments as 
a major issue.  The three chiefs agreed the signing of the letter of intent is the next step after the nine Matawa chiefs signed a Unity Declaration 
this past July to stand together to protect the natural resources and territories of member First Nations.  “If you look at the history, these three 
communities are all interconnected,” said Ginoogaming Chief Celia Echum. “All of our membership has ownership of the lands — it is shared 
territory.” "  http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2011/9/7/three-matawa-communities-unite_21840 

 "The Greater Sudbury Chamber of Commerce is asking candidates in the Oct. 6 provincial election to outline their positions on six key issues 
the chamber has identified as important to members: Energy, infrastructure, skilled labour, the Growth Plan for Northern Ontario, the Far North 
Act and the Workplace Safety Insurance Board.  Chamber chair Mark Weiman unveiled his organization's platform at a news conference 
Monday, one day before the writ is officially issued for next month's election..... The chamber is particularly interested in energy prices, because 
that's a major issue to Cliffs Natural Resources, the company looking at Sudbury to process chromite from the Ring of Fire.  While the Ring of 
Fire isn't specifically mentioned in the chamber's platform, the organization is pushing the province to make sure it stays in Ontario.  Nicholson 
said the high cost of "energy is the issue for (Cliffs) right now, so they may be going to Manitoba or Quebec."  Said Weiman: "Right now, what 
the chamber is concerned about is just keeping it in Ontario." ...."  http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3288170\ 

2 Sept 11 "Former Constance Lake chief Arthur Moore is now district manager, First Nations relations with Cliffs Natural Resources, one of the mining 
companies in the Ring of Fire mineral exploration area.  “With my experience and knowledge, I think I can provide good input,” Moore said of his 
new job. “So far it’s been good. It’s a good environment at the office.” .... Moore began his employment with Cliffs Aug. 2. His role is to work with 
First Nations and government agencies to prevent misunderstandings and ensure good communications are in place, especially in the 
environmental assessment process to ensure correct information is delivered to the communities.  “We are planning to do bulletins with the First 
Nations,” Moore said. “We need that dialogue and the dynamics to have a good relationship.”  Moore said it is important to prevent 
misunderstandings and improve relationships with First Nations.  Moore had three good job offers before he decided to accept the offer from 
Cliffs.  “I work with senior management from Cliffs’ headquarters,” Moore said.  His immediate supervisor is Joe Gaboury, director of Aboriginal 
Affairs with Cliffs, and he also works with the company’s directors of environment and development at the new Cliffs office in Thunder Bay.  “I 
hope to see growth in the communities and establishing of good relationships,” Moore said. “They (Cliffs) know that is a priority and they know 
they need to establish contacts with First Nations and governments as well.”  Moore wants to see more prosperity, wealth generation, capacity 
building and employment opportunities in the communities as well as an improvement to the health and wellbeing of community members ...."  
http://www.wawataynews.ca/archive/all/2011/9/2/arthur-moore-joins-cliffs_21831 

1 Sept 11 “A First Nation-developed service corridor in the Ring of Fire will help ensure First Nation residents have a chance to participate in the vast 
mining development, area chiefs say.  Four Northern Ontario First Nations — Webequie, Neskantaga, Eabametoong and Nibinamik — signed 
an agreement Wednesday under which they will team up to develop the service corridor, which will run through their traditional territories in the 
Ring of Fire, a potentially major mining development in the James Bay Lowlands ….”  
http://www.chroniclejournal.com/content/news/local/2011/09/01/chiefs-hail-new-deal  
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