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Northerners do their part to make Ontario work. �e least Queen’s Park can do is show you some respect. 
Respect means bringing you to the decision-making table instead of pushing cookie-cutter solutions on 
northern challenges. It means listening to First Nations voices. It means keeping and creating value added 
jobs in the north. It means �xing forestry allocation and processing northern resources in the north.

Winters are harder in the north. Life shouldn’t be. New Democrats will bring immediate relief to 
northerners by taking the HST o� essentials like hydro and home heating. 

Distances are greater in the north. Gasoline bills shouldn’t be. New Democrats get that northerners don’t 
have a choice but to use their cars and trucks to get to work and school and the hockey rink. �at’s why 
we’ll start rolling back the HST on gas and ease the pain at the pump with weekly gas caps.

Ontario New Democrats understand where you’re coming from. We live in the north too. You can count 
on New Democrats to deliver change that respects Northerners.

Change that puts people �rst.

Have a look, pass it on, and talk about it with your friends.

-Andrea Horwath
  Leader of the Ontario New Democrats
-Andrea Horwath
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Respect ing the North   
Give Northern MPPs real power over Northern decision making
Replace the Far North Act
Keep new Mining Tax revenue in the North
Respect for First Nations

Greg Bennett
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Respecting the North should be obvious. Northern Ontario faces unique challenges, but government after 
government tries to impose policies made in Queen’s Park for the rest of Ontario onto Northerners. It doesn’t 
have to be this way. We can start by respecting the unique challenges facing the North and giving Northerners the 
ability to make decisions about their future.

Northern Ontarians have to be at the table for any decisions that get made about the north. We will establish 
a Northern Ontario Legislative Committee comprised exclusively of Northern MPPs 
regardless of party. The Committee would have the authority to investigate issues of importance to Northern 
Ontario such as energy, forestry and mining, and make recommendations to the government. More importantly, 
legislation affecting Northern Ontario would be referred to this Committee for review and amendments giving 
Northerners a definitive say on laws that affect the North.

The Far North Act was passed at Queen’s Park over the objections of Northern Ontarians and First Nations. This 
legislation failed to give First Nations the tools they need in order to benefit from resource development on their 
lands.  We will repeal the Far North Act and work with First Nations, Northerners, industry 
and environmentalists to draft a new Act that supports the future of Northern Ontario.  
As full partners with a New Democrat government First Nations will have a real say about 
how development should proceed on their traditional territory. We will respect traditional 
values.  We will ensure decisions are based on sound environmental principles and provide 
industry with the certainty it needs to move projects forward.
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And we will ensure First Nations respect with a full-
time Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. It’s not a part-
time job. 

Government revenue generated in Northern Ontario should be 
used here to help Northerners and First Nations confront the 
unique challenges facing the region.   Mining Tax revenue from 
new mines will stay in the North with First Nations and Northern 
Ontario municipalities to meet the challenges facing the North. 

We’ve outlined other commitments to help northern 
municipalities with $70 million for road and bridge repairs, 
investing in infrastructure like hospitals, and a strategy for rural 
schools.

�at’s change that respects life in the North.
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Creat ing and Protect ing 
Northern Jobs   

Create value-added jobs by stopping the export of raw resources 
Protect forestry jobs with community control of wood allocations
Create northern jobs with a “Buy Ontario” plan
Make business competitive with lower electricity rates

Andrew Louis
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�e economic crisis that rocked Ontario wasn’t new in the North. 
Northern Ontario was in recession long before the economic crisis 
hit Wall Street. �is didn’t happen by accident. For too long, 
policies made at Queen’s Park have ignored the challenges facing 
the north. Sky-high electricity rates have devastated industry. Raw 
resources are shipped out of province taking value-added jobs with 
them. We can build a sustainable future for the North that creates 
good jobs but we can’t get there with a status quo that’s made-in-
Toronto. 

Our natural resources should be used carefully and responsibly to 
build prosperity we can all share. Minerals like copper, nickel and 
zinc generate wealth for all Ontarians.  Yet our resources are being 
shipped away creating value-added processing jobs somewhere 
else.  We will amend the Mining Act to ensure that 
resources that can be processed in the North stay in 
the North and create good jobs.

�e north has lost over 40,000 forestry jobs and 30 mills. 
Communities like Dubreuilville and Smooth Rock Falls have lost 
their only employer and are struggling to get back on their feet. 

If a company shuts down a mill, it shouldn’t keep its wood 
allocation. We can make that wood available to operators in the 
community in order to put people to work. Communities deserve 
more control over their forestry resources and more job protection 
for their local economies.  
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Every year our government spends billions of dollars of our money on everything from 
transit cars to o�ce supplies to meat and vegetables – goods that we produce here in 
Ontario. But time and time again contracts for transit cars are rewarded to companies in 
Germany when they could be built here. �ese short-sighted decisions cost us all when good 
jobs and opportunities for new value-added industry go up in smoke. It’s time for change.  
We will make it the law that Ontario’s money is spent here in Ontario 
to create good jobs.  To start we will stop GO Transit refurbishing jobs 
from being shipped out and ensure they stay with the Ontario Northland 
Transportation Commission based in North Bay.  If the decision by Metrolinx 
goes ahead it will kill hundreds of jobs in North Bay. 

Northerners know provinces with publicly-owned accountable hydro systems deliver 
electricity at a lower cost. An electricity intenstive company will spend $26 million a year 
for electricity in Manitoba. In Northern Ontario the same company would spend over $64 
million.  It’s no surprise Ontario business is struggling to compete.

Manitoba and Quebec aren’t stuck with the bill for private power contracts, or CEO salaries 
that are nineteen times  higher than the average family makes in a year. As outlined in 
the Plan for A�ordable Change we will streamline hydro bureaucracy and restore public 
ownership and accountability.

Andrew Louis
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While we make these changes, we will keep jobs in Northern Ontario and strengthen our 
manufacturing and resource industries by ensuring that Ontario’s hydro rate is competitive 
with neighbouring jurisdictions by making large and mid-size companies eligible for an 
industrial hydro rate. We will also extend the Northern Ontario Industrial Electricity 
program, currently set to expire in 2013, to protect northern jobs. Qualifying companies 
will make concrete job guarantees so we know public money is being spent to create and 
protect good jobs in the North.

We’ll also continue expanding grid capacity to help Northerners make use of renewable 
energy opportunities and open new markets for wood products and energy by investing in 
combined heat and steam generation.

�e Ring of Fire o�ers First Nations and the North huge economic opportunities and much needed jobs. Sky 
high hydro rates and a lack of infrastructure, such as rail, are threatening to push re�ning from the ore-rich 
“Ring of Fire” out of the province.  We will ensure that barriers to developing the Ring of Fire 
are removed so that badly needed jobs are created in the North.  We will draft new land use 
planning rules that protect the interests of First Nations, provide clarity for development and are based on good 
stewardship principles of the land.  We will assist in the development of infrastructure such as roads, rail and 
electrical transmission lines to the Ring of Fire. We will provide the local workforce with training and education 
opportunities so as to qualify for jobs at the Ring of Fire.
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Making Life Af fordable 
for Northerners    

HST off hydro and home heating
Start removing the HST off gas and set a weekly price cap
Grants for home retrofits
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Across Ontario, household budgets are being squeezed. People are having a harder time �nding good jobs, and 
those that do �nd their wages just aren’t keeping up with the growing cost of living. �at’s a problem everywhere, 
but it’s even tougher in the North. Bigger distances and colder winters make life more expensive and the jobs crisis 
a�ecting Ontario hit hardest in the North. Unfortunately, decisions made at Queen’s Park don’t respect the reality 
of life in the North. We can do better.

Stephen Harper and Dalton McGuinty’s unfair HST hit families at the worst possible time – but what hit hardest 
were the new taxes on daily essentials that were already growing too expensive like hydro and home heating.  We 
will make your life affordable by taking the HST off electricity and home heating. 

Distances in the North mean driving is a fact of life. Yet the cost of �lling up is higher in the North than most of 
Ontario. We can’t control the price of gas but we can make it fair.  We will instruct the Ontario Energy 
Board to set a gas price ceiling every week and protect you at the pump. We will also start 
removing the HST from gasoline starting with one point a year.

To help confront our energy challenges and lower bills,  we will expand support for energy saving 
home retrofits and make environmental choices more affordable. 
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Confront ing Northern 
Health Challenges    

Northern Travel Grant guaranteed within 30 days
50 new doctors for the North and health clinics
PET scanner for the North
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Andrew Louis

�e large distances and smaller populations in the North 
create unique challenges for healthcare. We can improve 
healthcare for Northerners by respecting these challenges 
and embracing new solutions.

�e Northern Health Travel Grant needs to be revamped.  It 
is outdated, in�exible, and bureaucratic. For years, patients, 
physicians, and health care experts have all called for an 
overhaul of the program so it actually meets the needs 
of Northerners. We will create an online application, in 
addition to the paper application. Although reimbursements 
under this program are supposed to take 8-10 weeks, many 
people are waiting four months, or longer, to be reimbursed.  
For Northerners who must make multiple trips for medical 
care, the long delay in being reimbursed is forcing them 
to cancel appointments because they cannot a�ord to 
keep putting money upfront.  We will ensure that 
claims are processed within 30 days and if that 
deadline is missed patients will receive interest 
on the money they were forced to wait for.

900,000 Ontarians don’t have a family doctor, leaving 
communities scrambling to deal with this shortage and 
people with nowhere to turn when they fall ill.  We will 
address the shortage of doctors by forgiving 
the student debt of new doctors who practice 

Andrew Louis
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in under-serviced communities. This will bring 50 new 
doctors to the North, over four years, to communities in 
desperate need of more healthcare. 

We can also relieve the pressure on family doctors and emergency rooms 
by supporting other health professionals, like nurse practitioners, and 
the creation of innovative healthcare clinics.  We will fund 50 new 
family health care clinics that will provide round-the-clock 
health care services to an additional 250,000 people by 
2015. At these clinics you will be able to get an appointment with your 
family doctor or nurse practitioner within 48 hours. In the middle of 
the night, you will get the care you need.  These new clinics will 
be designed to meet the needs of local communities and 
help ensure that every Ontarian has access to high-quality 
health care. 

We can also tackle long waits in our hospitals by making smarter 
investments. We will invest in long-term care and home care to eliminate 
waiting lists. By eliminating pressures on hospital ERs we will be able to 
reduce ER waits by half.

Ontario’s Northeast is the only region in the province that does not have 
a Positron Emission Tomography (PET) Scan.  �is is unfair.  Once the 
province o�ers a particular health care service, all regions must be treated 
equally and all Ontarians must have equal access.  We will fund the 
purchase and operation of a PET scanner in  Northeastern 
Ontario.



Respect ing our 
Northern Heritage    

Respecting traditional access to lakes and rivers
Great Lakes Protection
No nuclear waste in the North 



Northerners have always enjoyed family �shing or 
hiking trip. Northern lakes and rivers o�er some of 
the best �shing and boating experiences in Ontario. A 
number of lakes and rivers where Northern Ontarians 
have been �shing for years have been closed o� to 
local anglers.  We will allow traditional access 
for locals to these lakes and rivers.

Northerners enjoy some of the best 
fishing opportunities, but over the years 
not enough has been done to involve 
Northerners in managing fish stocks and 
habitat. It’s time to give outdoor groups 
and others a larger role in re-stocking and 
management of fish habitat. 

All re-stocking and fish habitat 
management must be based on science 
from Ministry of Natural Resources’ 
biologists, and must also use and respect 
local knowledge. We will dedicate monies 
collected from fishing licenses to support 
this initiative. 
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Ontarians live next to and depend on the health of the Great Lakes for drinking water, 
recreation, tourism, jobs and industry. �ere is real concern today about threats to the health 
of the Great Lakes: over 100,000 have people signed a petition against a risky Government-
supported plan to ship radioactive nuclear waste across the Lakes. We will protect water 
in the North by designating a Minister responsible for the protection of the 
Great Lakes and establish clear objectives and legislation to ensure that 
decisions by all Ministries protect the quantity and quality of the Lakes. 

We will protect and improve water quality for First Nations communities 
in the North  by empowering them to develop source water protection plans – just as 
communities in Southern Ontario have the opportunity to do.

We will also give Northern communities a veto over radioactive nuclear 
waste from southern Ontario and other provinces  being transported 
through or stored in their community.
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