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OPEN SOURCE INFORMATION 
Ring of Fire Mining Development 

 
 

Date Details/source 
20 Jun 11 "Over two dozen First Nation and non-native workers employed by Cliffs Natural Resources have walked off their job-

site in the Ring of Fire Mining Camp this weekend.  Protesting poor wages, deteriorating working conditions and 
inadequate health & safety infrastructure, workers at the camp are taking an indefinite stand against the Cleveland-
based mining giant, Cliffs Natural Resources.  Workers describe an average week‘s work in the Cliffs Mining Camp as 
moving out bulk samples of Chromite, weighing up to 200 tons or 400,000 pounds. This labour intensive work is carried 
out by hand and manpower exclusively and involves manually loading rocks into 15 gallon pails and onto airplanes.  “On 
Thursday June 16th, representatives from Cliffs’ management visited the Camp and offered us a package that would 
effectively make us all ‘SEASONAL’ workers on the organizational chart, in exchange for EI benefits” says Ralph Baxter 
“This means we will become Cliffs employees with no benefits and we will make a mere $140 per day for a 14 hours 
day. This is less than a McDonald’s wage and is a complete insult to us and our families who are working under these 
extreme conditions,” he continued.  Workers from the Cliffs Mining Camp describe the working conditions as both 
physically and mentally intensive. The Camp is completely isolated from civilization in the remote wilderness of Northern 
Ontario. Workers agree to leave their families and live in isolation, often experiencing extreme weather conditions, for 
up to 4 weeks at a time .... Cliffs’ workers are also citing health & safety issues as a serious concern as there is 
currently no infrastructure for helicopters to land at the Camp in the evenings in case of accident or illness ....  Following 
the resignation of the frustrated Camp Manager last week, First Nation and non-native workers decided to show their 
support by also leaving the work site. Cliffs’ workers are now asking all First Nation communities and Municipalities in 
Northwestern Ontario to support their protest and to hold Cliffs Natural Resources accountable to being a fair and 
equitable employer in Canada. In addition, they are looking for support to prevent Cliffs from importing outside workers 
during the dispute ...." 
http://netnewsledger.com/?p=7878 

 “About two dozen non-unionized workers have walked off the job in a remote mining camp in northern Ontario — in an 
area known as the Ring of Fire — in protest of what they call unsafe conditions and unsatisfactory compensation.  The 
workers put out a statement late Sunday saying they had stopped working over the weekend.  They are independent 
contractors who were in the process of becoming staff of the U.S. company mining for chromite there, Cliffs Natural 
Resources Inc.  However, the group has balked at what is says is an offer of $140 a day to work 14 hours daily, while 
being away from home and working 28 days straight with two-week breaks in-between.  Ralph Baxter, who said he is 
representing workers in the camp about 500 kilometres north of Thunder Bay, Ont., also expressed frustration with 
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regard to conditions that include a lack of landing lights for helicopters, should one be needed at night to transport a 
worker seriously injured in the remote location.  The company had no comment on the situation when contacted 
Monday morning.” 
http://www.canada.com/news/national/Ontario+mine+workers+walk/4975204/story.html  

 “KWG Resources Inc. is pleased to announce that M. J. (Moe) Lavigne, KWG's Vice-President of Exploration & 
Development has been elected to the Board of Directors of the Greenstone Economic Development Corporation. Mr. 
Lavigne is a resident of Thunder Bay and is also a Vice-President of KWG's subsidiary Canada Chrome Corporation, 
which is examining the feasibility of constructing a railroad from Exton, Ontario to the mineral discoveries 340 kilometers 
north in the Ring of Fire area of the James Bay Lowlands ….” 
http://www.stockhouse.com/News/USReleasesDetail.aspx?n=8212213  

19 Jun 11 "Protesting poor wages, deteriorating work conditions and inadequate health and safety infrastructure, more than two 
dozen Cliffs Natural Resources workers have walked off the job in the Ring of Fire.  In a release issued late Sunday 
night by Firedog Communications, the workers says they are taking an “indefinite stand against the Cleveland-based 
mining giant.”  “On Thursday, June 16th, representatives from Cliffs’ management visited the Camp and offered us a 
package that would effectively make us all seasonal workers on the organizational chart, in exchange for EI benefits” 
said Ralph Baxter  “This means we will become Cliffs employees with no benefits and we will make a mere $140 per 
day for a 14 hours day. This is less than a McDonald’s wage and is a complete insult to us and our families who are 
working under these extreme conditions.”  Workers, who describe camp conditions as both physically and mentally 
intensive, are away from their families and homes for up to four weeks at a time.  Baxter said while they’re not expecting 
luxurious surroundings, they want fair wages.  “We understand that the conditions in mining camps will be basic but 
there is a common industry expectation that workers are compensated and paid accordingly based on the employment 
conditions. This is not the case here. Cliffs offers no isolation pay, inadequate travel pay, no employment benefits and 
offers poor bonus incentives. We are without question the poorest paid workers in the mining industry.” ...." 
http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/151145/Ring-of-Fire-workers-walk-off-job 

17 Jun 11 ".... (Ontario Minister of Northern Development and Mines Michael) Gravelle told reporters that a Ring of Fire 
infrastructure conference will be held in Thunder Bay next week to discuss how to build transportation links to area, 
which includes a massive chromite deposit that Cliffs Natural Resources, among other companies, plans to develop.  
"Right now, we have two or three different visions on how we should be developing it," he said. "We want to see if we 
can come to some agreement on how this should be done. It's a priority on the part of the government. This is a 
tremendous opportunity for generations to come ... for all northerners."  Two of those visions are a road and a railway 
line.  KWG Resources, a junior mining company that owns close to 30% of one of the chromite deposits and controls 
the best land route into the region, has a public-private-partnership rail proposal in the works. The railway would cost an 
estimated $2 billion and need about two years for environmental studies. Another three years would be needed for 
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construction.  KWG Resources has already spent about $15 million on engineering and environmental studies. Part of 
the proposal suggests that aboriginal communities would eventually own and operate the railroad.  A railway to the site 
would be about 350 kilometres, start at Exton in northwestern Ontario, and head north to the Ring of Fire area ...." 
http://www.thesudburystar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3175462 

16 Jun 11 "Anglo Swiss Resources Inc. is pleased to announce the purchase of a 100% interest in the Lansdowne House Property 
from INV Metals Inc. for common shares of Anglo Swiss equal to $1,466,360. The number of common shares to be 
issued will be determined by the volume weighted average price of the common shares over a five-day trading period 
ending on the date that is two business days prior to the closing of the transaction. The purchase is subject to TSX-V 
approval and is expected to close on or about June 30, 2011.  The Lansdowne House Property is located approximately 
80 km southwest of Noront Resources Ltd.’s Eagle One Discovery, in Northwestern Ontario.  The Lansdowne House 
Property hosts an Ultramafic Complex, which contains a historic resource of 14.6 million tons grading 0.58% copper, 
0.37% nickel and 0.03% cobalt plus significant associated Platinum Group Element (“PGE”) values.  This historic 
resource estimate was not compiled within the definitions and standards outlined in National Instrument 43-101, and the 
Company cautions that this resource estimate cannot be relied upon.  Dave Constable, CEO of Anglo Swiss stated that, 
“The Lansdowne House Property has a historic copper-nickel-cobalt-PGE resource and a modern airborne survey has 
defined strong untested conductors at the base of the Ultramafic Complex. The Lansdowne House Property also 
contains four surface gold showings along a seven kilometre-long regional shear and has potential for chromite, base 
metal and vanadium-titanium mineralization. Together with our expanded Kenville Property in the Nelson, B.C. area, 
Anglo Swiss is building a diverse exploration asset portfolio.”  The Lansdowne House Property (“the Property”) consists 
of a single block of 66 contiguous unpatented mining claims accessible by winter roads, and float planes or helicopters. 
The area was first explored in the early 1900′s and had steady exploration since the 1930′s. Several generations of 
airborne geophysics were completed over the region. A total of 107 drill holes were drilled on the property; including 47 
(5,389 meters) by INCO from 1970-74. The historic resources occur in seven gabbro-hosted lenses in the upper levels 
of the Ultramafic Complex and include higher-grade intersections, such as 0.94% copper and 0.78% nickel over 16.8 
meters. Broad zones of anomalous PGE values were also encountered, including 1.13 g/t platinum over 24 meters and 
0.31 g/t platinum over 229.8 meters.  FNX Mining Company Inc. (“FNX”) acquired the Property through their 2005 
purchase of Aurora Platinum Corp. Subsequently FNX flew an airborne electromagnetic and magnetic survey over the 
Property, which detected strong untested conductors at the base of the Ultramafic Complex.  The higher-grade copper-
nickel-PGE deposits frequently are found at the base of ultramafic complexes, where the sulphide minerals settled and 
accumulated during cooling of the ultramafic sequence. Drilling of these basal conductors will be a priority for Anglo 
Swiss.  In addition to its copper-nickel-cobalt-PGE potential, the Property contains four surface gold showings along an 
east-southeast trending regional shear structure. The gold showings contained surface grab samples grading up to 23.8 
g/t gold. The surface gold showings have never been drill tested.  The Lansdowne House Property also has the 
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potential to host chromite, VMS base metal and vanadium-titanium mineralization ...." 
http://www.dailymarkets.com/stock/2011/06/16/anglo-swiss-buys-ring-of-fire-property/ 

 "Rencore Resources Ltd. is pleased to announce that a National Instrument (NI) 43-101 Technical Report has been 
completed for its Ring of Fire Claims located in the western portion of the Ring of Fire Area, west of Webequie, Ontario.  
The report was completed by John C. Archibald, B.Sc. (Hons.) Geol., P.Geo. (“Archibald”) of Toronto, Ontario .... 
Archibald recommends an exploration program totalling CAD$2.7 Million. The program includes an estimated 2500 
metres of ‘NQ’ drilling to test the sixteen airborne anomalies that were found in the Ring of Fire Claims. The costs for 
doing this will be dependent on the ground conditions, the weather and the speed that the drilling progresses. These 
costs also include the expenses of carrying out regular meetings and correspondence with the area’s First Nations 
Peoples ( two groups for this area) and the negotiation and fulfilment f the terms of memoranda of understanding and 
exploration agreements with these First Nations ...." 
http://cnrp.marketwire.com/client/ecosbolsa/release.jsp?actionFor=1459715 

14 Jun 11 "Mining companies and Aboriginal leaders are coming together in Thunder Bay this week.  A two-day Ontario Mining 
Forum is discussing the latest developments from across the province.  Co-chair Michael Fox said it's important for 
share-holders and First Nations communities to be informed about mining activity in Northern Ontario. He said the 
mining sector in the North continues to evolve, but in order for growth, planning is key.  Fox added that a hot topic 
during the forum is the Ring of Fire mining development and its ferrochrome processing plant.  He said the people 
pushing these major projects need to identify how First Nation communities will be affected.  Fox said the two-day forum 
will help educate and inform people working in the mining sector."  
http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/Default.aspx?cid=150492 

13 Jun 11 Lakehead University economist:  ".... A regional government for the Northwest can begin its work by planning and 
implementing transportation infrastructure to access the Far North and the Ring of Fire, design a regional energy grid 
and more competitive electricity prices, stop treating Crown Lands as a scarce resource and opening more up to 
cottage development, and help invest in water treatment plants, schools and training facilities, and medical facilities in 
First Nation communities.  Functions to be devolved onto a northern regional government may include economic 
development, environment and energy, municipal affairs, natural resources, social services, transportation, culture and 
tourism ...."  http://netnewsledger.com/?p=7799 

 "The Community Economic Development Commission announced Monday the addition of John Mason as project 
manager for mining exploration.  Mason said during an afternoon news conference that he's excited about the growth 
potential and job creation opportunities that lie ahead.  “The activity is monumental right now, both exploration activity 
and mining activity,” Mason said. “Those are really the two related disciplines that will be my target audience. Those 
companies bring tremendous wealth and economic development in general to Northwestern Ontario.”  The Community 
Economic Development Commission’s CEO, Steve Demmings, said Mason’s mining expertise adds dramatic strength 
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toe the CEDC as a whole.  “We’re in a position where everything in the ground, or on top of the ground, is in demand by 
India and China,” he said. “They are the developing countries, they have 33 per cent of the world’s population and 
things like chromium, silver, iron and ore are all very important to developing economies.” "  
http://www.tbnewswatch.com/news/Default.aspx?cid=150338  

10 Jun 11 "The Thunder Bay Community Economic Development Commission (CEDC) is pleased to announce the appointment of 
John Mason as Project Manager, Mining Services. The appointment follows an extensive search.  John Mason has 36 
years of service with the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines and Forestry and has published numerous geological 
reports. He is well known for his in-depth knowledge and skills in the Ontario and Canadian exploration and mining 
sector and for his exceptional ability to market Ontario’s vast mineral potential. Mr. Mason is a Registered Professional 
Geoscientist with an Honours Bachelor of Science in Geology degree from Lakehead University. He will assume his 
official duties at the Thunder Bay CEDC on Monday, June 13, 2011 ...."  http://netnewsledger.com/?p=7752 
General statement of job duties (City of Thunder Bay memo, 9 Sept 10):  http://bit.ly/iBpfmR  

 ".... The race to develop the ring is already furiously underway. International mining companies have staked more than 
9,000 claims covering 480,000 hectares. All-weather roads, bridges and a railway line are being planned to transport 
the precious ore south.  A coalition of environmental groups is calling on Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s government 
to create a federal joint review panel — a body of experts that would closely monitor the mining — to ensure 
development adheres to environmental standards .... In the year since Premier Dalton McGuinty made the Ring the 
touchstone of his throne speech, the Liberals have established a co-ordinator, Christine Kaszycki, to guide the players 
— prospectors, international mining firms, federal and provincial governments, northern mayors and First Nations — 
competing in an area of Ontario that now feels like the Wild West. Everybody wants a piece of the Ring.  It’s now up to 
the federal and provincial governments to rule on the development proposals ....  Anna Baggio, director of conservation 
land use planning for the Wildlands League, a chapter of the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society.  The League is 
part of a coalition asking federal Environment Minister Peter Kent to strike a joint review panel, coordinated with Ontario, 
to oversee the chromite development rush.  “This is a huge endeavour and we have no experience in chromite mining in 
Canada,” says Baggio. “It will involve permanent changes to the Far North’s sensitive ecosystems and to local 
communities.  “The risks are enormous — ecosystems, the Attawapiskat and Albany watersheds, pollution. There 
needs to be some full accounting here.”  Railway bridges would have to be built to cross both the Albany and the 
Attawapiskat rivers. “Let’s have one access, not two, three or four,” she argues ...."  
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/article/1006854--rafting-down-the-albany-river-to-the-ring-of-fire?bn=1  

 "KWG Resources Inc. has received the final report from Xstrata Process Support on its Big Daddy chromite 
metallurgical testing. The report confirms that the samples collected from four bore holes of the Big Daddy chromite 
deposit are amenable to refining at relatively modest energy consumption resulting in high yields of refined ferro-chrome 
product. The report observes:  “The results indicate a material that is highly reducible considering its high chromium 
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content and which, during smelting, produces a high grade alloy at high chromium recovery, providing essential 
operating parameters are satisfied .... Under conditions such as those summarised above, the Big Daddy ore can be 
expected to return chromium recoveries of 92-93% into a high carbon ferrochrome alloy grading around 58-60% Cr, with 
6-8% C, 1% Si and the balance iron.  Smelting power requirements, while subject to issues such as operating 
conditions, furnace configuration and size and selection of process technology, are relatively modest considering the 
grade of alloy produced. Estimates in the range of 3.5 -3.8 MWh per ton of alloy produced result from the various 
models tested.  The metallurgical test work performed indicates that the Big Daddy chromite ore is highly suitable for the 
manufacture of high carbon ferrochromium or for use as a sweetener ore to blend with lower Cr: Fe chromite ores to 
manufacture charge chrome. The likely grade of alloy produced from this ore is 58-60% Cr. High Cr recoveries are 
obtained when smelting at normal FeCr furnace operating temperatures using burned lime as flux and suitable solid 
reductant. The reducibility of the ore is relatively high by comparison with previously tested ores of similar Cr: Fe ratio.  
No issues were identified which would give cause for concern about the suitability of this ore as a high quality 
metallurgical feedstock for the manufacture of ferrochrome alloys. The ore can be marketed to prospective customers 
as being suitable for direct smelting in existing ferrochrome furnaces without any further beneficiation.” ...." 
http://www.newswire.ca/en/releases/archive/June2011/10/c4746.html 

9 Jun 11 "KWG Resources Inc. announces that earlier today, it acquired 7,000,000 common shares and 7,000,000 warrants 
(each warrant entitling the holder to purchase one common share for $0.10 on or before June 9, 2013) in GoldTrain 
Resources Inc. Following the acquisition, the Offeror's holdings represent approximately 16.88% of the issued and 
outstanding common shares of the Issuer and approximately 35.5% of the outstanding warrants.  The shares and 
warrants were acquired under the exemptions set out in Sections 2.14 and 3.14 of National Instrument 45-106 - 
Prospectus and Registration Exemptions.  The Offeror's direct and indirect holdings in the Issuer as described above 
were acquired for investment purposes without any current intention to increase or decrease such holdings.  The Offeror 
takes a long-term view of the investment and reserves the right to formulate other plans and take such actions with 
respect to the investment in the Issuer as may be determined from time to time ...."  
http://www.newswire.ca/en/releases/archive/June2011/09/c4609.html  

7 Jun 11 "Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. today announced that it has priced its recently announced offering of common shares. 
The Company has agreed to sell 9,000,000 common shares at $85.63 per common share through an underwritten 
offering. In connection with the offering, the underwriters have been granted an over-allotment option to purchase an 
additional 1,350,000 common shares.  Cliffs intends to use the net proceeds from the offering to repay borrowings 
under the Company's previously announced bridge credit facility that was used to fund a portion of the Company's 
recent acquisition of Consolidated Thompson Iron Mines Limited. Any remaining net proceeds will be used for general 
corporate purposes ...."  http://ir.cliffsnaturalresources.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=583372  

6 Jun 11 "Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. today announced that it is offering to sell, subject to market and other conditions, 
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9,000,000 common shares through an underwritten offering. In connection with the offering, the underwriters have been 
granted an over-allotment option to purchase an additional 1,350,000 common shares.  Cliffs intends to use the net 
proceeds from the offering to repay borrowings under the Company's previously announced bridge credit facility that 
was used to fund a portion of the Company's recent acquisition of Consolidated Thompson Iron Mines Limited.  Any 
remaining net proceeds will be used for general corporate purposes ...."  
http://ir.cliffsnaturalresources.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=583017  

 ".... The Ring of Fire is a massive area approximately 500 kilometres northeast of Thunder Bay that’s widely believed to 
contain mammoth deposits of chromium, nickel, copper, platinum, and palladium.  According to some estimates, the 
Ring of Fire contains enough chromite, a mineral not previously found in North America that’s used to make stainless 
steel, to supply world markets for the next 100 years. Some predict Thunder Bay will boom like Sudbury, Ont., did 
following the discovery of nickel.  The economic benefits of the Ring of Fire are tantalizing, but in order to access them, 
the parties involved will need to accommodate the constitutionally protected rights of Métis and First Nations peoples.  
The Ring of Fire itself is located on the traditional territories of a number of First Nations, and the access route needed 
will cut through them. Both mining industry representatives and aboriginal stakeholders, not to mention provincial and 
federal government decision-makers, will need legal advice and guidance on their respective rights.  They include treaty 
and constitutional rights, land claims, and the law as it relates to mineral and resource development, all of which are 
precisely the topics Lakehead’s faculty of law will focus on. This guidance can’t come too soon.  The lack of 
development of the Ring of Fire so far has been attributed, at least in part, to blockades set up by First Nations ...." 
http://www.lawtimesnews.com/201106068484/Commentary/Speaker-s-Corner-Ontario-needs-a-northern-law-school  

 "MacDonald Mines Exploration Ltd. is pleased to announce the presence of a volcanogenic massive sulphide 
mineralization (VMS) target on the Butler 3 Zone within its Butler Lake Property in the James Bay Lowlands of Northern 
Ontario. The Company is currently conducting a DPEM geophysical survey with plans to resume drilling on the Butler 3 
Zone in August 2011 once these results have been interpreted ...."  
http://www.stockhouse.com/News/USReleasesDetail.aspx?n=8196479  

2 Jun 11 "Critics say the biggest hurdle former energy minister George Smitherman will face trying to secure a Ring of Fire ore 
processor for a northern Ontario town will be his own energy policies.  The Municipality of Greenstone has hired 
Smitherman to try to convince Cliffs Natural Resources to build a chromite processor on the outskirts of Nakina and 
Aroland First Nation.  But New Democrat Howard Hampton says one of the biggest issues for manufacturers in northern 
Ontario are high energy costs — and it was during Smitherman's tenure that electricity rates went through the roof.  It 
would cost Cliffs Resources a billion more dollars over their projected 30-year period to set up shop in Ontario instead of 
in neighbouring Manitoba, he says.  Other foreign miners such as Xstrata have already shut down Ontario smelters and 
moved their operations to Quebec — another lower-cost province.  Smitherman says both Greenstone and area First 
Nations insist that the resource be refined where it is extracted, adding that any move to ship the ore out would meet 
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intense opposition ...."  http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/life/greenpage/123020993.html  
 "Noront Resources Ltd. is pleased to announce the closing of the previously announced strategic investment by 

Baosteel Resources International Co., Ltd., part of The Baosteel Group, one of China's largest steel producers. 
Baosteel has acquired 20,234,967 Units of Noront at a price of $0.86 per Unit. Each Unit consists of one common share 
and one half of one common share purchase warrant (each whole warrant a "Warrant"). Each Warrant shall be 
exercisable to acquire one common share of Noront at an exercise price equal to C$1.16 for a period of 24 months 
following the closing date. Net proceeds of the common share portion are approximately C$17.4 million and Baosteel's 
ownership interest in Noront post transaction will be 9.9%. Exercise of the Warrants would increase Baosteel's equity 
ownership interest in Noront to 14.15%, with additional aggregate proceeds to Noront of approximately C$11.7 million 
.... Proceeds of the strategic investment will be used to fund the fiscal 2012 Budget of $C17.6M. Key objectives for the 
coming year include: 

 completion of a feasibility study on the Eagle's Nest nickel sulphide deposit in Q1, 2012; 
 expansion of the Blackbird chromite resource in Q1, 2012; 
 exploration for additional nickel sulphide mineralization including Eagle 2; 
 completion of a pre-feasibility study on the Blackbird chromite deposit including an initial analysis of ferrochrome 

production; 
 on-going consultation with local First Nations communities and 
 permitting of the project with the relevant federal, provincial and regional government agencies. 

Noront has proposed a socially and environmentally sustainable project development plan for the high-grade Eagle's 
Nest nickel sulphide deposit. The Company plans to continue collaborative consultation with local First Nations 
communities and other companies in the Ring of Fire to develop a comprehensive, sustainable development plan for 
this region ...."  http://norontresources.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=43&item=117  
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